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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



date: January 23, 1953 



PROM 



SUBJECT: 



£. B* Nichols 





erman, newly appointed 




For record purposes, Irvin 
representative of the American Civil liberties- Union, called 
to see me today in line with the request which Morris Ernst 
made of him to gather some material on protecting the confi&en 
character of files* 

I furnished him with seperal items of public source 
nature such as the Director* *s statement before the Tyding's 
Committee and so forth. A list of the data furnished is attached. 

I was favorably depressed with Ferman\ He stated he 
hoped while in fas hing £onfa*a^b e of service; thdt he &&d not consider 
himself .as a media to bring, pressure ; that he had, observed the 
Bureau *s activities 
Bureau as a 



! 



for the 
if he\~could 



upon.?- 



aver the years and had a very high regard 
medium of preserving civil "rights. He stated 
b 3 of any assistance he would appreciate, being called 



9 



f* J I discussed in some detail our activities and relations 
with the u Amertcan Ci v il ^Lj2iexJLiqs. : Unton. I told him we welcomed 
constructive '6WWc'iTm.'~'i told him* if*'*he ever had any ideas, 
we would <Ppprej)iate his coming in* He stated he would do this. 
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Photostat of Opinion of Attorney General of U.S. 

"Position of the Executive Dept. regarding Investigative Reports^ 
Let from Robert H. Jackson to Hon. Carl Vinson, Chairman, 

House Committee on Naval Affairs, 

April 30, 1941 



Statement of Director before Subcommittee of Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations, March 27 , 1950 

Washington Calling by Marquis Childs - Wash Post June 18, 1949 

The FBI's Confidential Files by Rex Collier - Evening Star 6-28-49 

The FBI in Peace .—and Cold War - Pathfinder June 29, 1949 

FBI Must Rebuild Shattered 25 -year Tradition by J. R. Wiggins - 



Wash Post 6/26/49 
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- Nichols,— 
Belnwtk.. 

Glayih — ; 

Harbo_: 

"Rosen 

Tracy- — 

Laufihlin _ 
'Moflr 



Buf% le 61^ 90 " cM on : - 23 fejp'i&c t& ' %'h af tfye / - . > ; 
Am&fci can\ 0%^vil Li«b&riz%e-Sj Union- Ka : s/ ' '<^dn^~dan'^^d^je£i)Me^ \ 
* p^ny - at 4ft e Bureau & n, [ihe ^pasf-f pariicul^fp^.iM. < - 

c^ornigcti pn Witiytt wVr& tapping- •** , Someuet^ thi s \ BiiYgau 
■ . heir's* haQ , &on&$$e<Ta~hl& QorvespQ^SeW^e, h'i!$& JbJiB ^ffdopQls *" 
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Ig. East 1+th St # 
Bioomsburg,Pa. 
January 29, 1953 



Federal Bureau o;J? Investigation 
Washington D J>". - * - ' 

Dear GentXemen: , 

v " . 0 

I would like to .know -if -tfco American Civil 
. Xj j^ftt* t >&.q . J gn%in xs' subaerive .or no*,,: * Vq&b tnis^ ^ 
union Xi^e^ %ien^ did: this' * v - 

vinion start?* ^v': ivl*"" • 

I would appreciate a reply aa soon -as* possible , 
and any Other information if possible/ 



Yours 1 truly, 




^AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION . 170 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 



ROGER N* BALDWIN 
Chmn., Nat'l Comm. 



ERNEST ANGELL 
Chmn.. B'd of Directors 



ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYS 
MORRIS L. ERNST 
Counsel 
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RHODE; CENSORSHIP TEST IX30MS; 




.MivRosen 



Mr* Wintmwti 




Miss G&Xity^-- 




The; (pbftstitutioharjty o£ & /Rhode- Island; law empowering ;m\m^ipa£itii 
licsmeritage^ is; feeing *§s$ed; is; <a agesult,^ the^ feanMng- of ;a 

version of; "Tpbacco Roatd" in, Prpyiderioe^, 

Producer Edward Gould' has beeri 'supported; iri 'his^ effort, by the Ifetio] 
ori: Freedom from. Censorship » In, a telegram, to; Gpuldj f ©1^6^ Rica^ ; ^chainrian, 
gifpup^,, arid Clifford Forster,> executive isepretary); ;stated£ 

"Ybux: courage) in ; 'standing, ;up tp: ihti|aidatiorii ; .and unreasonable crimib^^^^=2l 
beedings seeking 1 6 ; censor a recognized ;play should b'e ; an> example: to ;all, others pr' 
aucersft "w* are prepared to* support the public ^s; right tb view and yqur fight fop 
f reedom of th^trical expression in :a.ny .a^rppriate/m^ne^#^ 

The= fcf fair began 'when Gould was" refused ^license to put. the. play .on: 
i>he. w£ek :of January 5 by Providence *s: Bureau pfi Licenses, on the; grounds; that t£e 
-play is indecent Gould countered by getting 4 court, order restraining the ppli^ 
frpm/clqs^ . - * D^JW 

On .January 9 9 however, police) arrested Gould for producing an; "indeSf nt^ 
.immoral show*" He, was. released ion, bail©, Superior Court; fudges; said that(%^$ 
priginal re straining; 'order- didn^t, bkr\ppiice' from closing; the^.show :if it^ Yib3& 
laws /against, obscene productions^ J^**^ 

" .Gould $4 f ighting thei 8.938 rstati ~ St'stiite^ vhi§h> empp%iri- thb< -i^^iSelc^ police 

to close th§ pi&y 9 \ ori the grounds that it -violates the. free speech ;and due process * 
clauses ;df the Constitution^ The 1 .statute is: invalid,; according t* Gould* s jcourisel^ 
because it provides fo* "prior v restraints 1 on, freedom/ of 1 speech*" further charge */\ 
is that the^ law 4 is "vague, arid indef inite c lK ' L\Ju^f^^^ 

Tftfe ;Nai»ional Council ;on 'Freedom from .Censorship .protested^ two; pther£ censorship 
development s a One protest went; to the> inaugural Concert Cbiiimittee in, ¥as&xrigfco% 
D ft> C^ for the. {elicninatibn of an orchestraT work, «The Lincoln Portrait"., by .composer* ( * 
•Aaron Cpp^d^ri $he; ground his .alleged /association with Coimur^t*«front. groups f , * 

The* Council \said*, "We: have nb> ^kripwl^dge* of Mr,*. Copland* s asspciatipns. or- be^ 
liefs nor ^ 'doVw^hifik^ £ or the purposes P£ p^r protest* that they should be deters i ; 
mining faotorsv \ ^ ' ' ' \ ■ 

"WeVitwst, .2howlyer ? 'strongly con$emn.;ypu? action in el5jninating, an a : rfcist.?s 
work» ;a3ready seleeted^ solely on the grqunds of the composer's alleged political , 
^ff iiiations or op±nibns<>- if th^ newspaper .reportss arfe correct as to the reasons . 
for the elimination of ttie Cbpland worfc^i we see, no di£fe£erice* in pi?5jaaiple with the 
^requirements the rulers, of the. Soviet Unipn that only the, works, of pc^liticaXLy 
pure composers,^ ^may be. published 'anc^ertp^medt> ^ fc . ^~ 

"Needless^ to say> -our brganis.atibri^' whose basic principles) ar,e : 6±B^otr±(^B3Jy 
/opposed tq thbi'e of the 'Spviet Union* condemn- any political piirity' test, for the^pe- 
formaricie bf imisical .compositions* Musical .expression; as. an fjgpj pM^^'^ nj 
politieal connota^tfonso- In & demborat^a society compbsitipn^^^^^pd 1 b. 
their merit^ript ; pri;"the political^, sb'c'i^l pr. ^^^Y^f^ ^^^Wm^T 5 ^ 

The secprid prp.te^t was; :addr^sfed;^;0) Nic^plas^ Mo SphejtifS^ §ESs^ 

•Ericoi- 

(celling, 

picketii^ w**^» ,. — 0 ^-w.- v ; — r . — - 0 — - ^ ^ ^ . - rr . . . _ 
tioit htf Chfe iftistice Departmerit pertaining tq: the- granting t)f u c 

Chaplin ?s- ^e^ritry. t p the icburitiy^. Chaplin, be^ri; trnderi attapK: $9%' Associations 
with ittoege In, it;s telegram b]ci& Council, iS^ildt 

jci^it / vpf Legion t;6 ob ject to* present<atipri^ canc.e^^tipri of eihib ." 

'^^M^^^^^^M^^^^riiSt May vurge' ;^ecpniid^at±bn 

drawi 





your '^lihr^ 
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r ^^ifica^f6h^ : ^ ;^ -N^-': 

> ' ^ u ' - ! : ; ; s * J i¥he s^c^n}>Acf *|agtif 9 ^6a%^;>.tate and On cal ? eirai^yees;^we^^t^ -iiiey \ai 



Weekly Bulletin #£g78 ; January 26, 1953 

reason to believe*' that any of its employees are subversive* The exact method of 
securing this certification became a point at issue in the McRae case, with claims 
on the part of McRae and the faculty that there had been a misunderstanding o 

McRae 7 on May 26, returned unsigned the collegers questionnaire* The Loyalty 
Review Board witliheld certification and told McRae that he could request a hearing, 
which he did* N Following the hearing, at which McRae continued to meet the demands 
of the college, the board, on August 27, told McRae that it lacked "sufficient evi~ 
dehce essential to certify** *that you are not subversive 0 W 

Dr* Eisenhower thereupon fired McRae on the grounds that, due to McRae *s 
refusal to provide formal compliance, he had "no alternative .»» 

McRae *s position was that he refused- to sign because -he felt that the oath of 
loyalty he signed in the Marine Corps during World War I was "as binding upon me 
today as on the day it was administered to me» u He voluntarily listed all the organ- 
izations he had ever belonged to* He also stated that, along with other faculty . 
members, he thought that a hearing would be n an alternative method for obtaining cer- 
tification*" ^3fn effect, the case shot^s how the Act was used to fire an employee 
about whose loyalty there was, never any question^ - 

The McRae defense committee concurred in this view in a protest to fir* 
Eisenhower, saying that the rules as originally px-esented to the faculty in the spring 
,! differed substantially** from those under -which I4cRae was given a hearing* Under the 
original rules, it was not up to McRae to prove innocence, but rather up to the 
board to decide on the case on the basis of a "fair preponderance" of the evidence* 

Dr* Eisenhower appointed a seven-man committee to review the case* It sug- 
gested changes in procedure and also concurred in a plan to appoint Earl G* Harrison, 
k former. dean of the University of Pennsylvania^ Law School and a board member of the 
Philadelphia branch of ACLU, to make a special report on McRae* 

The Harrxson report, delivered to Eisenhower on September 3, completely 
cleared McRae o Harrison said, "In the entire record before me, there is not a 
scintilla of evidence of anything approaching sttbversiveness o ! r disloyalty *" He* 
stated that despite McRae f s refusal to comply formally with the oath and question** 
naire, the latter "furnished** ©clear answers to each of the questions" in informal 
taimso The Harrison report did, however, say that McRae f s "action quite properly re- 
sulted in his dismissal *" In effect, no one was found to be at fault* McRae was 
shortly thereafter re-hired by the college* 

The Greater Philadelphia branch of the AClU was active in the case, assisting 
the faculty committee with legal advice, and its participation helped to stimulate 
public interest which resulted in reconsideration of the issue* 

, JEWISH WOMEN *S GROUP LISTS CIVIL LIBERTIES PROGRAM 

At its biennial convention in November, the National Women *s League of the 
United Synagogue of America went on record with a long list of resolutions dealing 
xriLth civil liberties in the U*S» The League is an organization "dedicated to the 
perpetuation of traditional Judaism and the translation of - its high ideals into 
practice through a living Judaism©" 

Noting that a "growing cliinate of fear and hysteria is leading to governmental 
action which threatens these (civil) liberties," the League resolved to work fort 
_ (1) repeal of the Internal Security Acjt^of 19^0 (McCarran Act); (2) abolition of the 
~ present procedures of the House CommdS^pfc^bn Un— American* Activities^* \5 J / curbs on 
senatorial immunity to check the spread of "McCarthyism" % (U) withdrawal of the 
Attorney General *s list of subversive organizations $ (5) abolition of loyalty oaths > 
and (6) strengthening of the principle of academic freedom* 

The League also called for a federal anti*»lynch law, anti-poll tax law, and a 
Federal Fair Employment Practices Law* It urged Congress' to change its cloture rules 
to allow a majority of senators present and voting to cut off debate* And it re«* 
affirmed its opposition to religious practices or celebrations in the public schools 
and to released time programs* 
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Sear Urs. Johnston* 

Tn%r of February 10j 1953* 

enptoBUP^ 'M^ fegift received*,. 

While T would li fts to he of service X 
m$h to vdvise that information fn F$l files ts 
cmfidential and availably foP off icial u$e drily* 
X would l:ik& to point out ctlsp ithdt the F3£ is 
strictly a factfinding; agency^ Mnd it i& n$t 
ibith$n the lti&if& of it$ prescribed functions t& . 
dra# 4&ne]t;mion& or - mdfce. eug. Mixtions d& fa, * 
chard&igr dnd integrity $f any organisation of . 
individuals \ ^ 

know you mill Understand the, Petit; on 
for these rules &hd teill not infet either > th&t v>e 
da o;f that we do: nat have tfae information you < . 
requested* 
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HfOTJSz 'Correspondent r s enclosure was a three^cent 
stamp which is being utili^e^im reply.* ^ Bufile 
1-100.-13 reflects that .the American Civ41 Liberties 
Union has done considerable snip-ing at the Bureau 
in the past in regards- to fyirS tapping u Gonsiderablt 
correspondence has been had? however, with officials 
this organisation^ 
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Mrs. A. C. Johnstc 
86 Whittum Avenue 
Springfield 8, Massachusetts 

February 10, 1953 




The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C* 



Gentlemen * 



O 



Will you please let me know if the Civil Liberties Union 
is a Communist organization. 



I have been under the impression that it is, but now so 
many Christian men and women are active in it I am wonder- 
ing if I. am mistaken. If it is not, I most certainly do 
not wish to hold these people in condemnation. 



Thank you, 
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subject: m jLuB BMBSfBh'EX 

mi'AIL GS&IXT COMPANY; 
XST&QSATXON COlWEkiiXm 

SYMPSIS i 

Munitions Board has received inquiries from private 

rding Bureau 1 s request to &-nd ^radstreet and 

letail Credit Company to discontinue use of word "loyalty 11 m 
their background investigations for industrial companies* One 
conoany hac discontinued contract with Dun and Bradstreet after 
Bui and Bradsireet aavised taem they are no longer conducting 
"loyalty" investigations. 5* B* Vfhite^ Security Coordinator? 
Central Elecxric Company, yn January £6, l$53 y itrected a letter 
to Fureuu a>iuising xhat* incus try nas responsibility for granting , 
confidential clearances ana must rely on service j of c^eait 
aonoames. ;e understands, however? t*»>t a Federal agency has 
reouested that credit coJivanies cease casing Icyalty investigations* 

t?2u*v;.€/ra aita^h^i lectc^ l-r fvr^rded to ^niticnc Zoard and 
Whits stating that Bureau contacted tun and Sradstreet and Aetail 
Qretii* P 0 o:roany a* a courtesy basis and they agreed to lisconbinve 
the uio 0/ the ord "lt^2*v" their investigations j and that the 
uniesi^abilivy of creai % * co^vameo conducting loyalt ;/-«vp# investi- 
gations* dihcusstd wi » tfuniv it r.s Pva^d ty Li^iton. 

. aav:\-e y£-„ of recent of an unquiry frow the Security 
f'tcrimabo ~+ ^ene^al tiectric Co^x>any s and t*ie Lumtions ?oard 
ft^urd.ig i**e j}ur^au f a request of credit cc zpanies to discontinue 
*loyjLltj\ni%sti<jaiior*i; a% vo propose a reply to these inquiries-. 



c n 5 



ft 2 ft* * 

Dili recall ihtkt in 1951; ir. I orris Ernst of 



Forfr Ciij/ ceiled, £o BUTe'auJs "attention, ^ta± bui% ami Xradstreet \ 

vjj,s e:,ipri tiq \u%o U reporr^in^ service for erzvlWyera in an' effort to j 
a chaise security or icyalty factors: of cnDloygjps* a. giQwiorandun ! 

aated 27, t/ie i?irecii»n f jioted 3 u l donrt' 1 like ikis nt all* 1 \ 

thm ! : rrojeci is tastcall^tganserbm Q>nd has p^peivfcialitizs of extreme • 
ab%ses. If I/un £ Bradstr^t mn.&o.+ty-$hen every ^ly"^ night* 
•ietez-five agency has a rizgfgio Gertatn^y ^it is atrnQthtng I 

don't -7am to condone in any v%iy. jj» f> *5r ; v 



Attachments '(2) 
l^Psffb^'^ 



Memorandum, far i/r, J. Sm Belmont, 2/3 /SB 

wry frietZlu iti^i^i ~Z^2l a «**rad street, who was 

Bra^treetOfficialVT^l ^^ hs ^ pointed out to ten and 
oaAol7ll d Y/l^ in Loyalty tnoestt- 

of Loyalty tnJZlwZ^?^ andBrTdll rltf **°* **' 
and *a» attract crUlliZ floT resTons Vole r^^T* 00 ^ ,M 

In order to insure that r}^, v^, il f i QlVl1 Gerties groups. 
Bureau's jurisdiction in llUilf treST>ass *» anyway upon the 

**?»r..VJ&^ and 

To ?™ a r r Ji fff',f„"'. a f .f<*°*r°<t callel the bureau's 

entitled* "r n ~,7^ ^ „ * 1 ~ Jons Board ua$ usmc a form, 

"Art on't^l^^^^y " in .hick they as* ihl JeVZ»n, 

the routed £>*atel?» lit™? If *° cUl ^ sftlp loyaltyho 

general Cauns/l <o r tL J*Y*ii a^lV??*** 9 * ^ " iUian ^'^es f 
^responsibility for conauftlnn in^il Go '** a «V> a,ld th ^ ^r^'s' 
EU. ^S6 J s /o^TTJ ^ 9 h V l i^ investigations pursuant to ~~~ 
and misleading of t h e °*bli 0 ll'n,^ V confusion 

f*o ataeoneiw .. 6e J f ^ Z lV »i \? n uolunta rily agreed 

IpomLvi out that tlet co'hli n "l»ualjy» m zheir ,<om S , but 

I this tyre for LsL^r^ "°* * C ^°*^ r "vWtio* o/> 

~c rf alfc.„ jromtAeir 'facility Security Survey" for** 

of loyaltu investiQatioWrfuHh] ^»^£/arding the conductina 

*«.r ftad discZsslTLd tZ etafl^ ^ 

courts fraeia ana tfce^ JJ!^! £ * ^ ^ ed ** Ooatany on a 

*n *»„ r sorlt ITict Zle^lTn IritYcVed* " *° C€r * a ^ 
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Memorandum for Mr. 4. M. Belmont, 2/3/53 

£y wish 11 discuss this natter directly with representatives of 
the Retail Credit Company. 

D ETAILS : 

On Januarv 26, 1*53, Colonel Lehoy Hudson, Chief of the 
Office o' industrial Security, Munitions Hoard, Department of 
Be fens' andk'r. Robert Avvlega^e, his assistant aavised 
*r rtilcox of the Liaison Section that several inquiries *™ 
"been recced />om Security Officers of private industry regarding 
thi" situation. T.-.«v felt tnat the matter definitely needed 
ITarifyxnVso that ^uate industry would have a clear conception 
0 r 7he Jreau's oosition in this matter. One security Officer 



Bureau's oositior. in this matter. one *e cur ivy vj.i*^> 
advised that Dun and Bradstreet's extract uj /or « ^wal, 

that u -in and 3raa$treet advised tr.t company that tney no \ on 9 er 

n altu-tvte investigations and that the President of the 
nlanl I ' ^renWu sufficiently concernea regarding the loyalty 
iTseclr ity }uc" that he di scontUued his contract with Dun and 
-ruj,.- ireet. 

A-iarer.+lu, Dun and .Rrudstrett is advising inaustry 
tbzt *he> no lonytr coquet lo h alty-tyve investigations while 

r' «, B«. acept revests fo* tais tyie of ^vestigation to 
dller*ine if an individual U a S ood security r»a* without the 
use of +ke word "loyalty." 

The Bureau nas received a letter fitted -.anuary «6, .2*53, 
from lussoll ?.. White, Security Cooraxnato r>«««S£E&J MMtTK 
Co^anu, -neneciadv, Lew *ork, indicating tnat rc*;»nsibili.y 
tr'^anti.q "confiaential" security clearances >ias now ^en 
transferred from the Armed Forces to private inaustry. -,t ™ l "" s 
r.ransje. re . ,. .-^,-i, f)«f o * crpiit-rerortinc conoanies 

out that inaustry uses tae facilities o creaiv rero, vi 
ic aeternine the loyalty of employees; iowever he nas r c ivea 
information that a Federal agency has requestea these ^edit 
conoames to cease making "loyalty" investigations. He ^f er _ 
nc'-n+s out that if the credit companies cannot conduct injesti 
gations to determine Communist Party ^/^ifli^il^ffj 6 ^^^^^ 
loualtv of emnio^ees, then the problem of U i ti'Krfa Mst be brju^nt 
\back to the Department of Defense. 



- o 
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Jfem© randum /or ifr. #. Belmont, 2/3/iT8 
OBSERVATIONS : 

This situation involves the clearance for employees of 
private contractors handling classified work for the government. 

I Until recently, the Armed Forces handled all security clearances 
from Confidential through Tor* Secret; however, they are now handling 
only Secret and Top Secret clearances. The responsibility for 
handling Confidential clearances has been delegated to industry. 
Hfhite correctly points out that industry, m nandlmg clearances for 
'Confidential," has found it necessary to enlist the aid oj credit 
agencies in order to determine the loyalvp and security factors of 
emvlv yee s. 

I It is belieiea taut t\e practice of credit-investigating 
cohwnies conducting loyalty or securi ty-tyve investigations is 
undesirable for tne following reasons; 

I. The investigations are unsatisfactory since the 
comoanies do not h^ve access to confidential sources or govurnnent > 
records and at the best are only surface investigations. 

*. I: is b* lie ;ea that this rractice could produce * 
considerable confusion. For example, these credit companies, if 
they continue in this t v.w o' activity, nay eventually attempt "to 
develop confluent lal informants in tne Comstunist Party, tnus injeotinm 
themselves furtn> r into our field, and nossibly injuring our 
ooe^a tior.s. 

If this situativr. is ailowea to continue, criticism 
may eventually be directed at tne government or tne bureau for 
navmg allowed credit co'^vanies co conduct royalty investigations. 

*t is believed that tnert is -.0 ciher alternative but 
for the Bur-uu to taXe the volition that it is unaesirable for 
industry to handle "Confidential 9 * clearances, thus matting it 
necessary /or then to depend upon credit convanies for loyalty 
invtcti-itions. It is believed that this responsibility should 
be returned to the benariment of Defense and vresent regulations 
indicate that they could handle the confidential clearances cn the 
basis of nan? checks through the files of the various intelligence 
agencies. 2t is ^eali&el inci this would undoubtedly mean that the 
bureau would receive thousands oj additional name checks. however, 
this ooujd he handled if sufficient /anas mere vrovided for this 
^urrose. 

> Rb C Jitl/ziiDdTIONS : 

7/ 1 * It is recoimended that the attached letters '« forwarded 

to White at Ceneral Electric and to the Munitions Board Liaison). 

So /*f*.A/">*****f g **tfrrs ****** s tCt. 




2. JCt is also recommended -that the matter of Confidential 
clearances being handled by industry and the conducting ef loyalty 
investigations by credit cozi&mies be dtzcits-sed uotth the Munitions 
Board hp Liaison and the unde sir ability of, this situation be 
pointed out to them* mo^a^^c* ' ^^^fJ^i^^^^Sl^^^XSi, 

3. If this situation continues, future consideration 
may be piuen to" bringing this matter before the lie and bringing 
it to the attention of the XG2S< 

a- J. QqS*U -w^xX . 




* 




March 2 k 1953 




^ JT* tn&e$$ 'thqvph^Sul ><?f $pu ifra ari.ite. tie 




in #BX f%%&$\$k ci$nf$4en%$&3i o»5 at?£?^&^2e fp^ ; / vV • " 

pffio$M only. Jfd^ ^li^.^'n/^Wf^o^ V ^ 

.agency* and &a nai£ J#$&£n- scope; '~o^$ib&, ^^y/ 
, v fe Mther hktzt: we: da Mr i;ha% fee do jip*. * , . 



yours.^ 



lit 1853 

: ,.isBtti^-ao"-^ 




^cc' '-,.]few> Yorfcy Wifrfr -copy vf> tna^M 



r-C'C Clev'elarid. wii;h copy; o f ' i^c^MigJ' 

" Glavin s * 

vRo"seri^_L 
-Tracy ' : 

Laufihlin - *l - , « ** . ■ ^ / » . * 
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TRUE COPY 



Lakewoodj Ohio . 
Feb 23 j 19$3.. 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington^ B. C. 

Gentlemen:- 

is a student 



My daughter j 
at Oberlin College^ Oberlin, Ohio* 

"The enclosed n Stuff n from American Civil 
Liberties Union keeps coming to my home. Apparently 
my daughter has been a member. 

Is this organisation a front for something 
else? I t sounds radical^ but I don't want to forbid 
I i nterest if the group is O.K. I have been told 

that you have a list of Communist front organisations 
& wonder if this is another one. 

Very truly yoursj 

/s/ Howard G. Pankfats 

Howard G.. Pankrats 

1511 Belle Ave 
Lakewood 7 S Ohio 



Hi 




be 

b7C 



* y : ^ ^ ^ _ 

■■^Ws^ /~ '\r7~ / j- RECORDED -93 ^ fT, J -\ 



hlC 




Si 




BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPE 

No Postage Stamp Necessary if Mailed in the United States 
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POSTAGE WILL M PAID BY- 
American Civil liberties Union 



170 Fifth. Avenue 



New York 10, N, I 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

170 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 



Patrick Murphy Malin 
Executive Director 



Jeffrey E. Fuller 

Membership Director 



Ernest Angell 

Chairman, Board of Directors 

Roger N. Baldwin 

Ch airman, Nafionai Committee 

H. William Fttelson 

Chairman, Membership Committee 

B. W. Huebsch 
Treasurer 



February 9> 1953 



Dear Hiss 



be 

b7C 



"If the battle for, democracy in the 
United States is ever lost it will be lost, in 
a manner of speaking, over the dead body of the 
American Civil Liberties Unien " 



9 » • 



This is what the Bergen Evening Record , 
one of New Jersey* s leading newspapers, said in a 
recent editorial* 

Your ACLU membership dues were payable 
last spring, but we have kept you on the roster 
and Civil Liberties mailing list because we are 
certain you still wish to participate in the 
patriotic service in which the Union is engaged'* 

We need you with us today as never 

before* 

Sincerely yours, 

sy E. Fuller 
Membership Director 
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. AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

Membership Classifications 

Participating Member . • . $100 
Cooperating Member . ; . $50 . Supporting Member .... $10 

Sustaining Member .... $25 Contributing Member ... $ 5 

i 

Members listed above receive Civil Liberties, the Union's monthly publication, and its Annua! Report on 
U. S. liberties. They are also entitled to single copies of some 25 pamphlets currently available — without 
charge. Members contributing $10far more may also receive ON REQUEST a weekly news bulletin, whose 
main content Is largely duplicated by the monthly C/V/7 Liberties, 

Associate Members at $2 receive the monthly Civil Liberties and the Annual Report. 

4 

All members are entitled to vote, on a mail ballot provided by the ACLU, in the annual election of the 
Union's National Committee. 

USE BLANK BELOW TO INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN TJHE ACLU 

See over for instructions 



(PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS) 

NAME : : 

ADDRESS 

CITY ZONE STATE : 

ft** - 

I can a member of the American Civil Liberties Union, the only national non-partisan organization 1n lit 
field. The ACLU works to defend, maintain and extond the civil liberties guaranteed by the Bill of Rights 
and the Constitution to all Americans, regardless of their color, national origin, religious belief or political 
Opinion. The need for such organized effort Is plain. So that you may know more about the Unions activ- 
ities and the services members receive, I have asked the ACLU to send you the enclosed material. 1 hopo 
you will use the membership blank to join me in supporting this vital work, «, 



J Signed 



American civil liberties union MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REMINDER 

170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. p| ease retlirn this notIce wit }, your deck 



Date. 



2/9/55 



Your membership contribution for the year ending Feb t 1954 ; s now ( | ue# 

Last year you contributed ( 2»00 4 We hope, if possible, 
you will invest more this year in the Union's expanding and in-? 
creasingly vital program, 

REMEMBER: m 

most instances, the /oca/ 

ACLU organization in your 

area (if one exists) sham * 

In this check of yours. Most 

ACLU local chapters do 

NOT collect dues sen- tfoati -E# PankratZ 

arately. The larger your , 

conUibuMn, the more your 644 Washllfiftf&n St» 

local chapter mil receive, ° 

* . Defiance, Ohio* 

See over for details on ' I 

membership classifications, 
services, etc. 



Civil Liberties arc in Danger! The ACLU Must Growl "~ See Below 



One of the simplest and best ways you can help combat the 
ever-increasing challenges to civil liberties is to persuade a friend 
to join the Union. 

To help the ACLU gain a new member, just fill in the 
name and address of one of your friends, on the other side of this 
slip and return it with your check. 

After making certain your friend is not already a member 
we'll -forward it along with appropriate material. You'll hear from 
us as soon as he or she joins. 

Additional Copies of This invitation form Available on- Request 



MERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION, 170 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 



ROGER N. BALDWIN 
Chmn., Nat* I Comm. 



ERNEST ANGELL 
Chmn., B'd of Directors 



ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYS 
MORRIS L. ERNST; 
Counsel 



PATRICK MURPHY MALIN 
Executive Director 



\ 



ORegbn 5-5990 

f Weekly Bulletin #I5$3 



Alan Rettman. Public Relations Director 
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■ . March' .2i '1.953 
ACLU ASKS PROBE OF POLICE BRUTALITY PACT IN NEW YORK , CITY 



ACLU has asked for an investigation into the alleged secret pact betweeil the 
Justice Dept* and the New York City police whereby the FBI would observe a handsr-off 
policy when charges of brutality against New York policemen were raised* 

According to the New York World - Telegram and Sun * which disclosed the alleged 
agreement, investigation of such cases was to have been undertaken by the city police 
themselves The paper charged that the arrangement had been made by Police Commis- 
sioner George Monaghan and the former chief of the Justice Departments criminal 
division,- James P. Mclnerney* Mien it was made known to former Attorney General 
James P„ McGrannery in January, said the newspaper, the agreement was abrogated*^, 

In a letter- to Attorney General Herbert Bfownell, ACLU*s executive director,, 
Patrick Murphy Malin, said: "We, of course, have no way of knowing of the accuracy 
of these reports > but the source is so .well respected that it seems to us that this - 
charge should immediately be investigated. We urge that you ask the grand jury 
soon to probe the brutality charge againist the New York police, to investigate also 
whether or not this agreement was in fact entered into and if so, whether it was a 
violation of federal law* 11 

Malin*s statement, joined iii by the New York Civil Liberties Union, continued:. 

M T&e„Jstotd-Ee^ what _ is a growing., civil _ ^ 

liberties problem in our city - police brutality., In 1950 the NYCLU investigated , 
40 different, complaints; this total was doubled in 1951 1 the past year has seen no 
marked reduction in the number of cases coming to our attention;. It is* difficult to 
obtain data relating t6 pending civil damage actions against the city resulting from 
police brutality,, false arrest, or other abuses of police authority; but a coriserva-. 
tive estimate is that they amount to more than $3^,000,000." 

ACLU is only one of many civil groups that, has demanded an investigation of the 
alleged pact* The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is 
another organization seeking a federal investigation,- 

Meanwhile., a federal grand jury in New York has been reviewing brutality charge? 
against New Yo^k police. 



ACLU IN CHICAGO PRESSES FIGHT AGAINST "THE MIRACLE", BAN , 

ACLU has now gone into Cook County circuit court to get clearance for showings 
in Chicago of the motion picture "The Miracle".- 

In a suit, filed against Mayor* jMariin- H., .Kennelly .and/iimpjthy 'QlfiOTnsu^-, - 
acting commissioner of police, the Chicago division of ACLU asked the court to declare 
unconstitutional the censorship provisions of the city's municipal code,. The Union, 
together with Charles Liebman, had asked for a permit to show the film, but were 
turned down by Commissioner O'Connor,. A later appeal was rejected by Mayor Kennelly* 

ACLU contends that parts of the municipal code violate both the state constitu- 
tion and the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution* The .code makes 
it unlawful to t show any movie without a permit., And it says it is the duty of the 
police commisslone]?' to refuse a permit for any picture that is "immoral or obscene, or 
portrays\ depr&vity,-, criminality or lack of virtue of a class of citizens * • .and 
exposes -them to contempt*,* .or jbends to produce a breach, o^thg p.eaGie i .^i|.^ ,t 

; * ^Thi's ACLIJ maintains, is contrary ;to the law of ' the land,* It ,;says the ordi-. 
nance deprives people of "the freedom of speech and of the press .guaranteed by the 
butlohal provisions.^ r J&JlI~J[}l_0^ 

p V NOT RECORDED 

^ Y 30 WAR £121553 

Y SERVICE. FURTHER INFORMATION FU RN ISHlfir OW REQU ESJtL.- 
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The U, S. Supreme Court held last spring that a New York State ban against" 

"The Miracle" on the grounds that it was sacrilegious was unlawful censorship* 

It also ruled that motion pictures, as such, were entitled to free-speech guarantees, 



OHIO UN-A M ERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE MAKES REPORT 

In a report to the state legislature, the Ohio Un-American Activities Commis- 
sion has called for some of the toughest anti-subversive legislation yet proposed . 
The commission, which went out of existence on December 31* also asked the lawmakers 
to revive its investigation into Communist operations in the state. 

The strongest proposals of the commission were those calling for laws that 
would make it a felony, carrying a penitentiary sentance, to: (l) help form, contri- 
bute to, or knowingly remain a member of a subversive organization^ (2) commit or aid 
any act dedicated to violent overthrow of the state or federal government; (3) destroy 
records or secret funds of subversive groups* 

The commission went on to stress "the clear and present danger of the Communist 
Party" and asked for laws to dissolve Communist organizations, bar Communists and 
members of other subversive organizations from holding special privileges or licenses, 
and make refusal to testify about Communist activities prima facie evidence of Com- 
munist or front-organization membership* 

During its statewide investigations, the commission cited 20 witnesses for 
refusing to say whether they were or had been Communists, So far, seven of the 
witnesses teve been indicted by grand juries , The commission has estimated that there 
are about 1,300 .Communists in the state, 

ACLlf groups in Cincinnati and Cleveland have strongly criticized the procedures 
and tactics of the investigating committee. The Cincinnati branch, after the .com- 
mission reported, asked the legislature to end the commission's activities and to 
investigate the latter T s "strange and un-American conduct". It called for an inquiry 
to determine why the c amission released testimony of a witness "in reckless disre- 
gard of the liberties and lives of the people who might be adversely affected thereby" 
It also requested an investigation to cover the role of legislative investigating 
committees in our society and the development' of procedures and safeguards to insure 
against repetition of civil liberties abuses. 



U.S. COURT RULES CO NGRESSIO NAL COMMITTEE PUBLICITY MAY PRE J UDICE TRIAL 

One of the more unusual legal decisions of the- past few months has come from 
the U.S. Court of Appeals in Boston. In effect, it says that if a congressional 
investigating committee looking into corruption stirs up nationwide publicity against 
a government official already .under indictment, that official may get an adjournment 
of his trial in order to lessen the danger of prejudice to him. 

The court's ruling came in a case involving Denis W. Delaney, one time collec- 
tor of internal revenue for the district of Massachusetts. Delaney was indicted in 
September , 1951, for receiving payments aimed at influencing his decisions and for 
making false certificates of the discharge *of tax liens, 

In October of the same year, the House Subcommittee on Administration of the 
Internal Revenue Laws - the so-called King Committee - began hearings focused on the 
charges against Delaney. Many of the witnesses called were those who* had testified 
before the grand jury. Jn addition, the investigators dug into other aspects of 
Delaney* s life, among them an alleged bankruptcy and a charge of embezzlement. 
Although the testimony against him had wide publicity, Delaney was neither called nor 
invited to appear before the committee. 

Because of the adverse press reports, Delaney asked for, and got, a postpone- 
ment of his trial - for one month. However, his petition for a fLirther delay was 
turned down by a district court. 

This, said the court of appeals, was an error. .Delaney should have had a fur- 
ther continuation to give the furor a chanpe to die down. 

The court made its ruling not as a matter of constitutional law, but as part of 
what it thought to bo proper supervision of procedure in federal courts. Thus, the 
decision might not apply to cases involving people indicted or investigated by state 
bodies," or when proceedings are held in :state courts. And the court did not rule on 
what would happen if a person were indicted after a legislative hearing, rather than 
before the hearing* 
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SUPREME COURT REFUSES' REVIEW OF CALIFORNIA VAGRANCY LA W 

The U.S. Supreme Court has refused to review a test case brought by ACLU to 
test a California vagrancy law that defines a vagrant, as a "dissolute person"* The 
high court's action was based on a procedural point * 

The case involved Isidore Edelman, a Los Angeles political, economic, and 
religious, orator in Pershing Square, who was arrested in September,, 1949;, on a com- 
plaint under the vagrancy statute. This statute imposes a fine and/or imprisonment 
£d_rvan "idle, or lewd, or dissolute person" . The jury returned a verdict of guilty- 
after having been charged by the judge to consider Edelman as "dissolute" if they 
found him to be a lawless person on the basis of his having begged, or indulged in 
indecent conduct, or used slanderous, vulgar, and profane language. 

The ACLU Southern California affiliate argued before the Supreme. Court that 
the law is loose, uncertain, and vague, and therefore unconstitutional* But Mr, 
Justice Clark, writing the 7-2 majority opinion, held that this defense had not been 
raised early enough, appearing for the first time on appeal. He contended that dis- 
missal of the appeal by the California Supreme Court could have rested on adequate 
state grounds, not involving the federal constitution. Justice Clark suggested, 
however, that a writ of habeas corpus might now be filed to test the constitutionality 
of the state law. 

Justices Black and Douglas dissented, contending that the refusal of the 
Appellate Court of California to review was in itself a denial of due process of law* 
Pointing out that the legislation was obviously unconstitutional, Justice Biack 
insisted that "courts should be astute to examine and strike down dragnet legislation 
used to abridge public discussion*-*-*", pointing to the fact that the major reason for 
Edelman r s conviction was the content of speeches he had delivered in public. 



BOOK NOTES 

THE HOUSE TOT-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE by Professor Robert K. Carr, 4B9 pages, 
Cornell University Press • 

This is another contribution to the excellent series published under the title, 
"The Cornell Studies in Civil Liberty", made possible through a grant of the Rocke- 
feller Foundation* 

Prof, Carr traces the history of this controversial House committee since it 
became a permanent group in 1945. Examined against a general background of Congress 
and the campaign against subversion, the areas covered are the committee ! s personnel, 
staff, publications, the press 1 treatment of its work, and court review of its 
activities. The book ends with an evaluation by Prof. Carr of the committee *s record* 



EQUALITY BY. STATUTE by Morroe Berger, with a foreward by Robert Maclver, 238 pages, 
published by the Columbia University Press. 

A valuable contribution to the literature on the problem of discrimination and 
segregation. The author compares civil rights today and during the Reconstruction 
Period and discusses the role of the Supreme- JCb?u4ztj,n tw^„perip_ds^ 1^60—^33? ^nd _ 
1937-1950, in meeting this issue. One chapter is devoted to an analysis of the 
New Iffork State Law against Discrimination^ there is also a general discussion of the 
contx'ol of prejudice through law. 
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r* V X * FREE INQUIRY IN JEOPARDY, MALIN TELLS NEW YORK CIVIL LIBE RT IES PARIiEY 

* * * 

- AGLU- executive director Patrick Murphy Malirr J_as£ ..waelc. tpJLd„the, £i£st .annual 

^ civil, liberties conference of the New York Civil Liberties Union last week that, we^ 
must recognize that freedom of inquiry and communication is "in great jeopardy". 

It's not a question of preaching on street corners or hir^n-g**ahall J Malin 
said* "This is a matter of official precensorship or pressure-group boycott of th^ 
mass media » 4. 0 » of ten motivated by noble, though no less' dangerous , anxiety over 
religious and moral values in an era p£ social stress and,, strainv It is a matter 
attempts to make our schools and colleges, and universities 'noncontroversial* ".♦ 

In a summing up of the state of civil liberties in the U*S,, Malin found that 
on nondiscrimination "we happily stand close to having it outlawed so far as 1 the 
high courts are concerned"* And he said we are benefitting from activity all over 
the country toward eliminating discrimination. However, Malin pointed out that for 
a long time we will have to deal with lag and reaction— r-in lower courts, legislatures 
and official offices. 

Much the same situation exists on due process and fair trial , f In its judicial,: 
courtroom meaning, "it is. being stalwartly upheld, so far as the high courts are 
concerned* But the terrifying problem of keeping order and decency in our great 
cities will continue to confront us with the baffling problem of failures in due 
- — ^ process— on- 4>he—pa^t- ^f^^^ 

In another address, the Rev, John Paul Jones, NYCLU chairman,- said, "Are 
there threats, to. civil liberties in New York? The answer is yes* And possibly the 
chief threat is the effect of the continued denial of civil liberties upon the mood 
and spirit of the ^people, including those defending civil liberties.. We continually 
meet or hear of people who appear to be good> honorable, and useful, but who have 
been condemned, without any appended evidence, as bound to be bad* The dismissal of 
public school teachers -continues without challenge to or even consideration of long 
records of satisfactory, even distinguished service , : The Smith Act, the Fiheberg 
Law, continue to be' legal instrumentalities. There is a strong tendency to grow 
accustomed to and accept these things □," 

Much of the conference, attended by 700 persons > was' taken up by panel discus- 
sions on three of the main civil liberties problems todays — freedom of expression;,, 
freedom in education, and protection of individual rights in congressional investiga* 
tions* Here are some of the highlights from statements of a few of the 16 speakers: 

Roy Cohn 3 counsel to th e Senate In vesti gating Committee : A congressional 
investigation into education would be worthwhile. Both Conn and. Robert Morris, 
special counsel to the Senate subcommittee on internal security,, said that ^ congres-^ 
sional probes had resulted in a minimum of infringements to individual civil libertier 
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Louis H acker 3 d ean-; School of Gener al Studies , Columbia University : 
Educators—as scholars and teachers- — are under .a growing cloud of suspicion, "The 
horrible, and false charge against one of mankind's- great teachers-- — that. Socrates 
corrupted youth--- ris being too generally revived." Yet the function -of educators is 
to let; young minds range freely^ 

Universities, their faculties^ arid profess ionaj associations have the obliga- 
♦ tion to protect themselves against incompetence arid the second-rate^ "But our 
universities will be in perils — and the morality of our youth iri dariger-™~as long as 
universities will be compelled to discharge educatdr^ only becuase they are or have, 
.Communists, or Keynesians> or ^reudiansy or Doweyites,"^ j 



Sidne y Hook, p rofessor of philosop hy ^ New Tork uM^e3%^^g f?PgP xs not true 
that a state of i^&r^xistS in our colleges:* Nor is iti&^^thi^j -jbhev sphools harbor 
a great many mombers r of T> the7~Gonmunist Party $ There is no need for a Congressional 
investigation of Jbhe teaching profession^ 
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Faculties themselves can be counted on to cleanse their ranks. However, 
membership in the Communist Party or- any other organization which gives explicit 
instructions "to betray their professional trust is prima facie evidence of prof es- 
sional unfitness* 

"Those unthinking individuals who miscall themselves liberals, and who believe 
that » anything goes' in the academic world until the teacher is caught in the act of 
indoctrination, and those inquisitorial individuals who cannot distinguish betwqen 
education heresy, * * . .and educational conspiracy, are equally the gravediggers of 
academic freedom, 11 

Oliver Pilat , feature writer , The New York Post : Perhaps 400 to 500 artists 
are directly affected by radio-TV blacklists , Networks, agencies, and sponsors all 
use blacklists with varying severity* "Former collaboration with a Communist fronty 
the usual cited reason for blacklisting, may come close %o subversion, or mean notto 
The worst- part of *the situation- now is that^ a .person accused*,., ,may not know 
of the accusation, or if he receives a .hint of it, may be unable to face it, or win 
clearance on factual grounds," 

Vincent W» Hartnett, co-au th or of "Red Channels V : There is "blacklisting" in 
the entertainment industry today occasioned by the very tactics of the Communist - 

movement • 
« 

Anti-Communist sponsors and patrons df the commercial theatre have "under- 
standably and rightly reacted to Communist tactics of exploitation by refusing to 
hire or patronize Communists and those who notably support them. , * • • .There is no 
violation of civil rights in such refusal to hire or patronize Communists or 
their supporters* It is elementary common sense," 

SE GREGATION IN WASHINGTON, D.C. RESTAURANTS UPHELD, IN 5-4 COURT DECISION 

Segregation in restaurants in the District of Columbia was uphold, in a recent 
court decision when a U.S, Court of Appeals, in a five-to-four decision, denied that 
so-called "lost" laws of 1872 and 1S73 on which the case was based had any validity, 

\ 

The case grew out of charges that Thompson's Restaurant in Washington^ refused 
to serve three Negroes* i-n-1950* The case went through two- lower courts and is, now- 
headed for the Supreme Court. A brief urging the courts to uphold the validity of 
the Equal Service Acts of eighty years ago was filed by Former U,S. Solicitor General 
Philip B, Perlman; similar briefs were filed by ACLU, and the American Veterans 
Committee, 

The appeals court turned the argument of the plaintiffs down on technical 

grounds : . . . . . , . 

(1) It is argued that the "lost", laws, which barred discrimination m eating ^ 
places because of race, were "of the character of general legislation" and that ; 
therefore the District of Columbia Legislative Assembly of those years had no power ^ 
to pass them* _ 

(2) These laws were repealed in any case by the District of Columbia code 

of 1901. 

A strong dissent concurred in by four judges asserted that the legislation^ 
"was enacted by a legislative body and has always been subject to legislative modifi- 
cation or repeal. No modification or repeal has* been enacted.^ 1 

NEW YORK ACLU PROTESTS BAN AT JELKE TRIAL 



The >New York Civil Liberties Union has protested against the banning of the ~ 
press at the trial of Minot Jelke on charges o^^jm^ulspry prpstit^ti^A* ^^he- group 
.s-bA- bod^ -bhat Judge Francis' L, Valehte's 'ban "±i 
em-hi« and "the nublic t s civil libc 



defendants and "the public's civil liberties". 



ces a serious violation of both the 



A group of eight newspapers and press services, in an effort to upset the ban, 
carried a legal protest to the State Supreme Court, This week Justice Benjamin F * 
.Schreiber upheld Judge Valente on the grounds that the latter 1 - could invoke his dis- 
cretion to keep sodomous material away from the press and public, Schreiber also, 
stated that his court had no power to upset the ban. The plaintiffs can now appeal 
to a higher court, 

NYCLU protested on the grounds that freedom of the press had been violated by 
denying to newspaper reporters access to the source of news, and the defendant's 
constitutional rights to a fair and public trial ha^e been' jeopardised by the ban, 

NYCLU states that it"will endeavor at the proper time on appeal to file a brief 
as a friend of the court on the issue of a fair and public trial, if the trial does 
not result in an acquittal"'. 
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CHARLES C. HOFFMAN, supervising official of Cities 
Service Oil Company, First National Bank Building, 
, Oklahoma City, Okla., reported the following informa- 
\ tion concerning a meeting of the American Civil 
J Liberties Union on 3/12/53 in the Vaught Room at 
' Saint Luke*s Methodist Church, 1£>16 Worth Harvey 
Street, Oklahoma City. HOFFMAN, a member of this 
church, advised that he believed the organizing of 
the ACLU in Oklahoma City constituted a threat to f 
security of this community in that this organization, . 
according to HOFFMAN, follows the Communist Party line. 

HOFFMAN stated that about j?0 people were in attendance 
at this meeting referred to as the first meeting of the 
Oklahoma City chapter of the ACLU and the discussion 
concerned itself for the most part with a criticism of 
the Oklahoma Loyalty Oath required of state employees and 
recently held to be unconstitutional by the U.S. Supreme 

G ° Upt# M^miTJH r il QU Jii^^- 

The meeting was addressed by DON EMERY, local attorney. . 
The chairman of the meeting was GEORGE Ir^ffiRITY, local tf^^ 



attorney. EMERY criticized the Oklahoma Loyalty Oath 



because it gave no protection to conscientious objectors 
who refuse to bear arms and to people who refuse, to sign 
the oath because of the protection from self incrimination 
guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution. EMERY pointed out, 
that the FBI was fully capable of ascertaining and identi- 
fying subversive individuals without the necessity of 
loyalty oaths . 

^ It was proposed that additional monthly meetings of the 

ACLU be held to discuss locsul issues which involve civil 
5f%'*h^ ri gkts. was said that toe discussion of national <r&uL^ t 
/ "V^o! 4 issues Ttfas to be avoided. rk^T^r>^r\ tppa-mit-sl ^wnTjivmR * 



Reverend FRANK 
several remarks at the meei^ngAr^icaM^xtha 1 
liaiso n man for the natjton&^ 



HOLMES made 
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HOFMAN identified the following individuals present 
at the above meeting: " _ 

DOTSkMlERY, white male, ^hG^jj$_jears 9 formerly 
general counsel and v r ice president of , Phillips 
Petroleum Company* Maintains an office in the 
First National Bank Building, Oklahoma City, and 
resides at 1725 Dorchester Place, Nichols Hills, 
Oklahoma City; Address previous to 1950, Bartlesville, 
JDklahom a . - ^ 

GEORGE Tj^QSRITY, white male , j a bout 3 2_ygJL£s , attorney, 
. office in ttte First National Building, Oklahoma City, 
veteran of World War II. ~ ^ 

Reverend FRANK 0. HOLMES , white male, about 55 years, 
pastor of the First Unitarian Church, Oklahoma City, 
home address 600 Northwest 13th, Oklahoma City. 

EUGENE F^i^pBETTER, Jr., white male, 30 yea rs , 
attorney, office 512 American National Building, 
and home 737 Northwest 53**d Street, Oklahoma City* 



MA.RY LJ^WEISS, white female, attorney, Suits and 
Weiss, Liberty Bank Building, home 5321 North Hudson, 
Oklahoma City* 

JOE 1?>^^^TTEN, white male, ahotit_35_Y^E^ / a ttorney e 
^Jhitten ajc^-VJhitten, Hightower Building, Okla homa City* 
Reported to have come to the abovfe meeting out of 
curiosity, 

CHARLES C. H0FPMAN again contacted this office k/k/%3 
and Il/30/53 and advised that no additional activity on 
the part of the Oklahoma City chapter of the ACLU had 
been reported to him. 



]and 



all of known 

reliability, who are I'amiliar witn communist activities 
in the State of Oklahoma, advised on 4/30/53 that no 
information has come to their attention reflecting Party 
interest in the Oklahoma City chapter of the ACLU. 
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No detrimental information appears in the files of 
this office concerning the above named individuals • 

UACBj no investigative steps are being taken in this 
matter. 
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SUPREME COURT REVERSES RUMELY CONTEMPT OF CONGRESS CITATION L^l/ 

. ,In, a 7-0 decision,, the Supreme Court ,has held that Edward A* Rumely was ' ^ « • ^ 
' improperly convicted of contempt of Congress because he refused to provide a com- 
mittee investigating lobbying activities with the names and addresses of persons \\ 
who had bought literature from him. Rumely was an official of the Committee for U 
Constitutional Government $ and the literature was distributed by that organization^ 
Contributions 6f $ 500 or over to an organization engaged in lobbying activities must 
be reported; Rumely did not accept such contributions,, insisting instead that 
persons who wanted to donate larger amounts must buy literature for distribution as 
the buyer saw fit. 

In an opinion written by Justice Frankfurter, the Court ruled that a delicate 
constitutional issue would arise if it were held that the authority of the invest!-- 
# gating committee extended into an inquiry as to private persons to whom Rumely sold 
books. Therefore > it construed the authorization of the investigation to mean 
investigation only into representations made directly to the Congress $ its members 
or its committees Thus, the inquiry directed to Rumely was in excess of the com- 
mittee's authority and the contempt citation must fall* Justices' Burton and Minton 
took no part in the consideration or decision of the case.. 

Justice Douglas wrote a concurring opinion, joined in by Justice Black. They 
contended that the inquiry made of Rumely was indeed authorized by law, but that it 
was a violation of the First Amendment protecting freedom of speech to require that 
a publisher disclose the identity of those who buy his books. This requirement,, 
they said, "is indeed the beginning of surveillance of the press.. .the purchase of a 
book or pamphlet today may result in a subpoena tomorrow*. .through the harrassment 
of hearings*. .government will hold a club over speech and over the press." 

The ACLU had considered the Rumely case at the same time as the casja of 
William Patterson,, head of the Communist-dominated Civil Rights Congress 1 .., * Patterson 
had been cited for contempt of Congress on the same day as Rumely for refusing to* 
disclose membership records of -his organization. The ACLU did not intervene in 
these cases, believing in the Rumely base that the Committee^ inquiry,, an ah attempt 
to determine whether the lobbying laws had been circumvented, did not violate- civil 
liberties, and in the Patterson case that prior court decisions upheld the Commit- 
tee's right to make the inquiry* 

NE W YORK ACLU SUPPORTS BIL3L FOR EDU CATIONAL TV 

The New York Civil Liberties Union announced last week its support of a bill 
authorizing construction of three pilot stations for non-commercial educational 
television operation. 

"We believe that the principles underlying but c6nstitutipiia]L_prpYis;i.ona 
regarding freedom of speech wiil be enhanced by taking advantage of *at" least some of 
the- channels allocated by the Federal Communications Commission in the state of New 
York for non-commercial educational television purposes * f ^ : the civil liberties group 
said in a letter sent to Albany by the Rev. John Paul. Jones > chairman, and George E« 
Rundquist, executive director of the NYCLU. It was addressed to Senator Walter J. 
tfahoney, chairman of the State Senate Finance Committee, and Assemblyman William, H» 
MacKenzie,, chairman of the Ways and Means Committees Those groups are, considering 
the Brydges-Olliffe bill which would provide fir the pilot stations r 

The ,NYCLU has N joined with 23 other groups' comprising the Metropolitan New York 
Coordinating Council for Educational TV in urging support of the measure.^ Both the 
New York Civil Lib.ertiQs ^Jnion. alone and the. Coordinating Council, of which it is a 
member^ condemned: the majoy&ty report of a New York state commission appointed to 
consider educational TV,.- Jhe, ^report opposed state sponsorship of such" a project. 
The groups, registered thqi^ Support of the minority report*. / 

A REGULAR WEEKLY SERVICE. FURTHER INFORMATION FURNIsWlFB oPrEQUEST. 
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"Non-commercial educational television by its very nature would provide that 
diversity of opinion which is the essence of freedom of speech",, the NYCLU letter 
stated* "It wilL in no way interfere with commercial use of television, and in 
fact, will provide a varied fare to such, operations which can only result to the 
benefit of the listening and viewing audience". ' 

The state commission's 10-5 vote rejecting a proposal for a 10-station educa- 
tional television network on ultra-high frequencies has been widely condemned by 
educators,, newspapers, and others* 

The majority cited as its reasons high cost to the state, Cost to owners of 
present sets for adaptors needed to view programs on UHF, the difficulty of produc- 
ing suitable programs, and competition with private business which would result*. 

At the same time, the* majority members declared they favored the development 
ef television, for educational purposes "to the broadest feasible extent."* They sug- 
gested that non-profit, educational corporations construct one or more non-commercial 
stations. 

Minority members, among them representatives of the Board of Regents and of 
the State University, announced that they had proposed as an alternative to a net— . 
work a #500,000 appropriation for one experimental station but that this request had 
been rejected by the same vote^ The Board of Regents .has asked the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, nevertheless, to renew temporary licenses for educational 
stations* . 

Its action coincided with recommendations of the National School Boards 
Association, which asked the FCC to extend for one year the time during which educa— 
* tors- could apply for the: 243 TV channels, set aside earlier for educational purposes*. 

Although June 2, ,1953 is the present deadline for applying, only a score of 
requests have been sent to the FCC* Many educators have staid their .states- needed 
additional time to study educational television and to raise funds. 

The -National- -School Boards- Association -pointed out that the channels- allocated 
for educational purposes might be forfeited, to commercial interests unless the dead- 
line was. extended,, It asked school board members to notify the FCC of their tenta- 
tive plans concerning use of ultra-high frequencies even though they cannot now take 
advantage of the channels • 

"ASSAULT BY . T.KFiRING" CASE INVALIDATED 

Mack Ingram *s two-year ordeal in the courts is ended, and an old North 
Carolina law under which he was convicted of "assault by leering" has, in effect, 
been invalidated . 

Concerning the. conviction of Ingram, a Negro sharecropper found guilty of 
"frightening" a, teen-aged white girl whom he approached, the North Carolina Supreme 
Court declared: 

"The facts in evidence in the. case at bar are insufficient to make ov a case 
of assault*. It cannot be said that a pedestrian may be assaulted by a 'look, however 
frightening, from a person riding in ah automobile some distance away* « .We cannot 
convict him of a criminal offense solely for what may have been in his mindi" 

.STUDY .IN CALIF,,. SAYS SCHOOL .BIBLE READING CREATES RELIGIOUS CONTRO VERSY 

Possible harm would outweigh possible benefits from required Bible readings 
in California public schools, two groups of educators concluded after studying the 
question. It was felt the project would involve schools in unnecessary religious 
controversy and unsound teaching techniques. 

The inquiries were undertaken after a bill requiring such readings was intro- 
duced iii the state *s legislature. The measure 5 provided that Biblical passages— — 
chosen by the state Board of Education—be read each day without comment to public 
school students of every grade., Pupils could be excused from the readings upon 
written request of their parents • 

Both studies disclosed serious doubts among ectapators, religious leaders, and. 
the public about the educational o'r spiritual worth, of the program*. Among objections 
raised by substantial percentages: of persona questioned > these: 
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Educationally,, the project would be' harmful,, or at least ineffective,;, because 
discussion and questions-^necessary to teaching arid learning-~would be prohibited 
and because it is not feasible to present the same type of material to grammar 
school, as to college students Grade students would have trouble understanding the 
Bible. 

Many schools would have difficulty providing, space and teaching staff to 
supervise students who did not attend the. Bible* readings. Such segregation possibly 
would, present conflicts for parents and pupils* and some teachers would experience 
conflicts because of their own religious biases.* 

It would not promote spiritual and moral values because the method of present 
tation would be too static* Parents and churches might tend to shirk their own 
duties to teach such values : ,*if the schools were thought to be assuming some respon- 
sibilities in that direct ion • 

As a result, the California State Board of Education, which sponsored one 
inquiry, recommended that any legislation dealing with Bible reading provide that 
each school district decide for itself whether to initiate it* 

The California State Curriculum Commission, which undertook one survey for^ 
the Board of Education, questioned educators throughout the state. In addition, it 
conducted hearings at Los Angeles in what it described as "an atmosphere of contro- 
versy" . It concluded that required Bible readings without comment "does not repre- 
sent the recommendations of the* general public" and that there was a "pronounced 
divisiveness • ♦ .among the various church groups ^ concerning the worth of the proposed 
bill. 

The second inquiry was conducted among teachers, students, civic organizations 
and church groups of Napa> Caiif*, as well as selected national religious leaders 
and organizations which devote special attention to the problem of church-state sepa- 
ration* The committee, appointed by the superintendent of schools, was concerned 
with how* the local school system could promote moral and spiritual values, as well 
as with the specific question of the legislative bill* 

Only a majority of the students believed that Bible readings could be con- 
ducted in a just manner* The. public displayed animosity and prejudice on the ques- 
tion, and religious groups failed, to endorse it with unanimity* The committee felt 
that moral and spiritual values, could be taught better by means other- than Bible 
readings » 

.IMMIGRATION SERVICE 1 S DENIAL OF' HEARING SCORED 

The Immigration -Service is under fire again for seeking to force a British 
East African student to leave the country without a hearing* 

The case revolves around' Reuel Mugo Gatheru, a native , of Nairobi, Kenya a 
political science student at Lincoln University in Oxford, Pa*. 

In the United States since 1950 as a visitor and student, Gatheru had no dif- 
ficulty until last, fall* At that time, an Immigration Service employee visited him 
at Lincoln University to ask whether he or the Kenya African Union was associated 
with the Communist Party, Gatheru denied such association both for himself and for 
the organization* 

— Shortly afterward, without further questioning^ .or conmunicatiorij> immigration 

authorities requested Gatheru to leave the United .States, as soon as possible and 
threatened legal taction unless he departed within a month.' 

Groups supporting the African student filed suit charging that the Immigratior. 
Service " lacked, authority to revoke a temporary stay of an alien without notice or 
hearing. The Immigration Service, then withdrew its order but indicated that it would 
not renew Gatheru f s permit upon its expiration, April 30, this year. 

Gatheru not- only has disassociated, himself with the terrorist movement in 
Kenya but has. denied that he ever was refused a- v^sa to visit the United States, as 
charged by the Immigration Service. 
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STATE DEPARTMENT BAN ON "C O NTROVERSIAL" WRI TERS. SCORED BY ACLU 

ACLU has, asked Secretary of State John Foster Dulles to reconsider his recent 
directiYe calling. .far removal of hooks, by ".controversial" writers-* from^avBi?seas 
libraries of the U,S, Information Service, The directive which ACLU protested wa; 
issued after Senator Joseph R, r McCarthy began his current, inquiry of the Voice 
America program • 

In a letter to Dulles, ACLU said that the order not only is "contrar^toV the 
spirit ' of civil liberties" but "on the practical level unwise as a measure to combat 
Communist propaganda, . 

"In our judgment,, U.S* government "sponsorship or approval of publications for 
library use abroad should be based solely on the nature and the value of the books 
themselves and not upon those who wrote them", the letter said. It was signed by 
Patrick Murphy Malin, ACLU's executive director, and Elmer Rice, chairman of the 
Union 1 s National Council on Freedom from Censorship, 




"Furthermore", the letter continued, "may we urge that you review the direc- 
tive noted above with a view to its revision > because it forecloses use of possible 
helpful material to counter Soviet propaganda,. In the propaganda field the U,. S, 
government should be unfettered as possible so that all necessary avenues of approach 
to peoples abroad both in front of and behind the iron curtain countries may be 
utilized.. Anti— Soviet propaganda, which can be delved out of the works of American 
Communists or ^f ellQ^L JbJrayjeXej?s,^ay s J..,, b e. ,;a,„.usi3 f ul tactic if properly, utilized- in ~. 
exposing the lies and deception of Communist propaganda," 

y 

Senator McCarthy's subcommittee hearings "till now do not justify a categoric 
discrimination against use of certain publications merely because of the political 
or moral character of their authors", the two ACLU officials observed, 

"We do not, of course, expect, nor' would we want, the U.'S, government to 
sponsor ideas to which it is opposed or which by their very nature are inconsistent 
with, or in opposition to, the political and moral principles on which our country 
is based," their letter said, "Consistent with this position, we believe that 
literature and other forms of art must bo judged by their content and quite apart 
from the alleged political or other , views of their authors," 

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE CLEARS -FOUNDATIONS OF SUBVERSIVE TAINT 



In clearing the tax-free foundations of the taint of subversion, a Congres- 
sional Committee not only gave these organizations a clean bill of health but lauded 
their accomplishments 

The gist of the report turned in by a special House committee investigating '-~\\ 
the foundations i3 that; while the Communists : made determined efforts- to -gain a f oot=»" 
K .old in these groups, they succeeded barely at all. The committee was. formed origi— * 
nally by the late Rep, E.. E. Cox of Georgia * 

"It has been established", said the report, "that some foundation funds have 
gone to the Support of the Communist line or to proved Communists or Communist sym- 
pathizers, but where this occurreed it is our belief that it occurred inadvertently 
or through the stealth and deceijt of Communist 1 infiltrees 1 • U 

beyond this, however, the committee found that the foundations 1 "dominant and 
most sighificaTit function has been displayed in supplying the risk or venture capital 
expended in advancing the frontiers of knowledge . 6^ / 

"In entering these fields", the committee *£ound, "they- top: criti- 
cism and therefore assume the" calculated risks as justified beca^&e^of 35£eS -great good 
that may evolve for mankind ,.*",, 
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^ ; * ,inyplyed ^furtKer^g^hese .objectives', i It ^Hd^/^V^."/-.?^', ^ V-*'-':V 

"7 \*-'>'*.' ' * l " V* - -^o" . * -V. 1 '"^ 

^ ' ;* *"?hose; f oundati^s , 
- Wg^t order:, ;Xt lias^beeh said' in these hearings : th|t ihere is ; noineces3a^ corre- 
lation .bet^een,;i)6^tlpa|, sagacity and 1 s cientif 1 a eminence,' arid it, hasi^ali o Seen - s aid 
%na.% there is :^\cprrWlh^±pn-bef^en academihence arid5polii>icai. roaivetev ^Irrespective 
rOf, whether these - >'eeneral'i KaH" nns nan Kb'^aVcM .i^4-.a~avtw't -s"*^ . ' 



" , *: ^ h -©^ :report :also topk-cp^zance of the timing jinvoIveU^aft varibuswiristahce^ 
> of' Comm^st ^ilti?atfph^ Grants ,/it pointed put^^re ifikdej prior ioVthe *time- .that 
.- . 'the recipients i.Jbf' assistance ;fi^ff.6imdati6hs*we3ro/-»e^6s.ed^ %^goverrmie : r;t iiw-esti^- 
■ gating grpupsV^-^ 
« r^usi individuals, /were;iseiec$ed .phder political "con&tioras-farVdifferehi irpm'Mose* 
- thatpipw e:^ in;a pbliti'ca£ : ^ 

far- different from/the.%pfesent.. 1 .r - ' ' * - VT—"" " " " r V'"V - 

! Observers, think that this- Is-- the first time>that a Congressional- committee * 
-I *T e 99^ z ed the bill' iofAattainder point' - of view ' ~* ": ^ ' ^"""V;'-^ 

: A \Z - ;v V ' " ' *:V r - * ; ;* 

,| The; commxt^e&rfqund the nwprk:6f the foundations* so ,^p;prtant^aho: excellent on 
, the .wfcple that ^ende$ 
" ^^^^-'ftt^^'tter^private foundations.: It ,alsb ^uggest.ea^fo^ 

organizations: also be. required to file. detailedvVepbrts on : their> r 'activities* "arid; 
finances r t \ - - J V'"- r ■* -^y/ 'Y**' ^'* * 

*5 ^ ■ .1 - 4 *"'*■.. ■* * — ' . ; ^ * 

1 ' \ ? * ACLU TESTIMONY HITS BRICKER^RESQLUTiQN' ' - ' ^ -\ V ; v ' 



1 



' . ,.t A ^ :i?as f P-^^P-y registered its .opposition to the Rrickcr; Rcsoiutibri> whi'ch* 
fc is -a±ne,d ? .at ;limiting the fpderal treaty-inaking power. The\tfni6n!s" position ->$k$i ~< ^ 
: ; presente4 ta.a ,su|cpipiittee of the^ Senate judiciary; Cpi^tt'ep) py. ;Ir^g;itdmkn|^A'C^lJ's ( 
^H h 4f :d A rec ^P^ .**^9; that -the proposed resolutipn^pn^ine i "^d^isruhnecos^^, 
: and;6nv^ this.. c6untry T, s; strugglb- against. C6iku^isni^; : " 

. ?v he fJcJckep ReEiolution^ sponsored! by Sen. «J6nn Bricker and! *63*- oth^^on&brsV 
-^ouUd^araen^he^eons^ ^hbi signing- o& af &riGitf <iti& : ^uid ^b^Sfee^. * ^- 

^ariy r c;6hsti$ution^.ri^ that^ wuid .require 'cohgr'bssioh^'lp.gisl^^ /; ' " f 

^r„eaty' cdu3:d^^c'cpme> effpetiye Insofar ^as- its; a^qstic^ ^\ 

i- ^ ?W,/PF-9lu^ "rests on, the^fear^thafe*re^tyTlaw;;Hbe 

;fe?ognizabl3r:^m6re ^pmplcaC'-and, .onyclpping ,in Its^icdpe-, can'.hulHfy inf^aVid^^i 
bbth^sta'to.iahd fedcralV'! K ^ ' • *' '^^''VV;' J ' ; ^7. a 

■:. ^ C : T 4 -f. , % - . S*< ! * j i v;* /' 1 '-r f ^ * . 

J A t l^rmSn, replied -t> J Jhis^ criticism ^ ^ppin^irig^putithat- the- CbhstStutiori .already 
expressly ^ferb^^^.t^atjf- ^tH I'deriies pr abridges; any -zd^Jx-ti 1 - V^anl^d' i^- ^o-'" 1 ' r * ■* 
r gQns,titutiog^ 1 |^ .statpft tfet, the cause of the^ri&e^s; groups, coHcirh-, . 
grated Nataipnls/pn^Hun^.iMghts^ restricts^lthe appilcation o J f i\fehe; document .wner^it 
2?^- counter /tp ther « , ■ .T'Cr '- : 7\^ 1 * T * 

- -\ | , %dbr. the Bricker ^amendment ,a treaty -to< I'fieVome^^fi ectivc "4s, internal :&aw»* * 
'goaW^hdy^: to bp , given pjhej ^notion of "appropriate- ie^iiat^ ' 
^e.nnan ppntended: that^thife^ulaT .contravene. Ithe^wbrolng'Tof^tfee- CbnsiiMioni^Sichy ' ' " 
.demands Ratification Congress ^ - Fttftherm<^ 

-unworkable; any* attempt bn\ p^^pa'rt 'tp. extendi x.^ii-:*!-:^; Vis j,^^- ii^>^ f , 




^\'\|^Pfc^^s^t^ : \: ^ 

ppno^fehip <Cpmnd t ssfon;^o5&^ ' ^ ■ ^ 

r. 4^^-W/t|ie^Ben3^^^ -* > C J 

w\ Ta^rm^ri^^&^r^^^Ti^ r^;::\ w vr ^ / 1 j 

\^:\ iC;!, - • ^ a^v'':.:;?^ v f \ v>. ^rv ^1 

r'' , '*kV * l^rincipaljspeaker atvthe:.d^er- : was^paul £v4Ioffman^ ^c&ori^vof^the-Bo^^^^ * 1 
tho .Stud^baker^ Corp.; and formerly /head of the Ford -Fbundatibii^^Otner. ^^ci^ie'nts^of - J 
. ^he^ Commission 1 s/a^ included the ibnericahC^ * 

Catholic^Interracial Councils Nation?! Assn. fn-r f.hn AdvaMemeni.ot: : Cpio^ ^ 

"By ^unanimous -vote ? t he> Exe cu- 




bu^-,, ^4 ^hatig *thq "'Un^tc^S^^ 





^4F«t : wfireeaqm^ jma,Q er en tie d j 



0-19 

Xo'fson — 

;add — 

Belmon^j^f 
Glegg- ' 
Glavtn- 
Harbo — 
Rosea - 
Tracy - 
Gearty - 
Wohc— 



o«*uy^iere:isnouunff uiarcannot 
P^lny^stlgatedCby. Congress- un- 
jierra, 'cloak *6f^?pra tectiti& se; 
curj^fand^iberty."' *f * - V 

A.?S?VHbWF ^Ferguson- V (R ? 
3^P^>^ferfe^r/^TO^xaii -lose 
W&^M^T. tapn^SwaKthV 



^f^J"e''KSUl^ilfia^^Beeri^th J el:k 
K n |M^R^n«ary^20'^t itrtfiad^ 
p9R;?S?vn*?q<congressIoriaIViit 
,vesbgatfons^ ~^> l * 
^teghenU^MitcSell; chairman* 
° democratic" National 

L ^^n wort £ 

, ; l * 1 jr^S;)wai l *a* reierence f *to-'*the? 
fact^that^Hiss iwasf director 1 o£ 
, ihe foundation-while vSecretafy • 



i^teiv^denying ^inapyne nurneds 
^vepv^State; >Departjriep^ddcU;| 



Vinterrowd — 
Tele. Room — 

Holtoman 

Si zoo 



Miss Gandy — 




b M<,^ 



■rHcs pt r;n ra » tr c% 



135 M 2.195?' 



Ti'mes-Heral& , 

Wash., Post /7 

Wash, Ne,ws. _^ 

WashvJStar^ 

N.V-Heraia Tribune _ 
N:Y, Mirror . . _ 



Date: 
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STATE DEPARTMENT DENIES SOUTH AFRICA BMS BOOKS O F 

The U* S. State Department has told ACLU that as far as it can find out there ~i 
no .ban by the Union of South Africa jon the import of writings pf American Negroes* jx 





The Department dug' into South Africa's customs, regulations after an inquiry by 
ACLU T s National Council on Freedom from Censorship* The Council had originally 
askecL the U« S« National Commission for UNESCO whether it had looked into an alleged 
African-ban. against American Negro writers £ * Xt also asked the Commission whether 
. such an- inquiry jnight,-not -be in line with it^ policy for promoting f ree£o/n of 
international communication^ 

\ * 

In a letter to Pa&rick Murphy Kalin, ACLU executive director, in January,. 
Joseph B» 'Phillips, -Deputy Assistant .Secretary of State for Public Affairs > said^ 
Was. possible that some books by American Negroes have been banned in : South Africa..: 
one" tdjne or anotherv 11 But /the content, rather than the race, of the author was tf^,; > 
point at issue* *** 

Phillips pointed t out that,, under existing" eus.toms regulations, South Africa pan - 
bar publications it feels a,re offensive or pornographic* In addition, it can ban 
Communist publications* under the terms of -the Suppression of Communism Act -of 1950 *> ( 

-iDooiv -DcLiui-uig,,, ox- iai-Di-o^a-i j i^o'Ui ^^x,x^ria ^'on^^ne-^jri'etr- e^erisnge 6r"T3a6ks 3 "Phillips " 
went on to say, are in many ways unfortunate * "But in view of ; the fact there, is 
nothing to indicate that South Africa has placed a blanket ban on books by American 
Negroes, I do not believe any official aption ori the part of the United States is 
possible* u 

ACLU IN CrftCAGO FILES SUITS . AGAINST CHICAGO: POLIQEMEN 

The Chicago division of ACLU has filed 12 suits against Chicago policemen 
charging false arrest^ negligence,; and mistreatment of prisoners «, These* suits, werfe 
brought on behalf of; 5 

Angelo iPassini, 25 yearr-old sewing machine salesman, who is suing policemen 
Tony Bongiorno and Frank Kalivoda on a charge of false arrest/ He claimed that he 
was held for 24 hours after the policemen, searched his car. He was lateiv freed in 
court, he says « 

Tommie Melson, 30> who is suing policeman Walter Green on the charge that Green 
shot him and booked him for resisting arrest., 

vt.'* '^"^ : 4;v7-/T*''Tte Qf' William Lewis, 32, who died when pol ice we re summon ed to his, home 
"*;./" ^i^eg^^^^we : m? iDers'eric^' ^3xxm5me^^r ancxs " Ke~gan,, ^ WiXs on ^Camoh-t , waxter 
"v.^nV John ^fiielges , and William Geipel are being sued for $40^000 (on pharges of 

INDEXED, 

Joseph Murray.,, a 29 year-old railroad porter, who is s 
Nelligan r /„ Edward TT. Gross, Donald Lyons >. and Joseph Wiest for^l00>C)j 
that they beat* him after a traffic accident and falsely accuaed h: 
driving,, disorderly conduct^ and resisting arrest « 



usa:hg tea-iv gas and clubbing Lewis with a bat* 




policemen John 



!OT RECORDED 
3 MAR H 1953 

CIVIL LIBERTIES EDUCATIONAL DRIVES. . PgANH ' ^D. ( POR . MASSACHUSETTS 

Two civil liberties -campaigns —-both aimed, at reaffirming basic American 
\?eedoms— -rhavo been launched in KaSSachugetts* ^ '\ 



- yVt ^P^APf? 1 s^-^l^y^^ Educational drive- Iby the Massachusetts Qouncil of Churches to 
J^oiMt^defShe ^rkv9Mihreats to constitutional rights and liberties * f from "powerful 
forces now operating in American society 'Us, About 2,000 member churches have been 

WS^L^Pn^BW^tf* SE ftV/C£. FURYHER i M,FO n &§AT I O N PURSSLBH&D ON REQUEST. 




'.V 





y 295c 



29$3 




Mrs* OjLi,ue<\Harri& 
224 §ou-th EUcMd 



; . Pasadena &, California ' < , ' * • 

• ^ * 7. . ; ' . . . ;•• 77 * . <. 

NsSr •^*^ t - " ■ " 1 " ^#7* letter^ Mpy lil/ 1953, Totih. enplosureij 
v: .^p^ 'has.be^~rejse:f^ed^ 7 7' ' 

• • j£ sincerely nppFeai&te ihe inhere si; mUtcli 

. , ' " prompted you -bo 6'omwinicgrbe u>ii;h &e. / 



ydups* 



' • *-' <fp?m: jSdgar Better 

WQ'TK: BufHef reflect that the American 'diiviiy^^er^i^ 
Unign has tyona 'con-S'W ^ 
tn< %fce past iri regards fd % tyir& tapping;^ _ C&frjC-%S$Qft& 

'V# off icials -i a* . "Q^^cwj-%Stt^.->'.i? je| v 





j Xolson — ^— ^' 
Nichols-Z — W 



• Bclmont"4 
Glavih— 



Harbo- — _^ 

Rosenw-jr.A, 
Tracy, - r r- ; -- V t 
"Ge'arty '1 ** 

fcfphr . J > > 

'WincerroW^ — * (i^T 7 ~ 
Tele-.Jlbonfw „ , 
Hollbroari— — 




WPP 



MAY 



fMAiLEO 25 




Cfvil; Liberties 
Drive Sei ir; 



]A6iericaii <giyiL|}ifaerties' .'tJfjion?; 
in ^Aitadena,. ; Ealaderia a>rL'd : 
S o;u tlx ' :B x asadeha / ftaWbeeir 
launched ' witfr the, ^ .aim; J pt : a- r 
Hpuftled" membei&ttipV acc(jr,dii]Ig; 
tp< Hugh to Ahderson.pf; Sbfttft 
iP§iad^^''/Gfia^^n' \ ;pf . J^ije 
.d£iye^$jti&^^ 



'ahnSfiri^etf! 



beingiiji^ 

|hrouihou|^the ^BniJed^J^e?.; 



bership\tpt^^ 
plfis' #00'^ 

the: ^^-LjU^iii, : |oX?tivCas|s r *6ri 
a--ySluntar^ basif^f i^^^^ii 

* * „/. ^ '* * " I i^**' ' t'" ^* *t . _~ *; 

e$ ties": Mm6mUBf$h& -.bnTyr* 

tiqnalj^npnj-paEtis^ 

:oVgani^ 

craiic^.wa^ of ;MCihr6u||p 0 th'e 



ecphprdic^ sysfej^twhich* denied 
ft^dameiital civil liberiies : ahdf 
human! fi ghts" -''"-* : 



--W- 



Jackie 



May 12, 1953 



Dear Mr, Hoover; 

It runs in my mind, that 
I've heard on the radio that the r Ameri- 
can Civil Liber ties Union was a subversive 
organization so am enclosing an article 
that was in our Star-News last night ♦ If 
it is, I thought this article would be of 
interest to you. 



Sincerely, 

(Mrs* ) / 



224 S. Euclid 
Pasadena 5-, California 
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•May jayi.953 V" 




OPINIONS* 



The American. Civil. X&erties. Union has captioned ;the ;Hbuse> Un-American 
: Activities- Committee not* to" 'investigate, -mere* -political;^ 
wi|ile actaiowledging' the- Com^ttefr 1 a right to.pro|>e Coi^m^st Par^ 

i TJ*e AOLU;s;tatement -was occasioned by the House .Committee,* s -hearings £n New 
Tojrk £ity ** > 

* ' a a letter to Rep . Harold F« Velde, (R«IIl.);, f chairman' of the House Cbmrait4 
teje,, executive directpr Patrick Murphy .Malin-sai^ the opposition of the iCLU' was, 
ba'sed on its belief that the mandate' of 'the -Committee to ^vo^^aiA is 

; ',anf abridgment^ of ^ the constitutional right of f ree speech and ,aesobiation* ; " 

} ^Investigation of alleged illegal acts, or other matters- over Which Congress " 
has const'itutidnali r ;power' is one thing/ an inquirer directed. -solely at ^political 
opAniqnsVand associations,' -which are lawful and pyer. which, irt : themselves .Congress 
^ s , : £9 ,P°wer r* •however 1 .abhorrent they arq to,;ydu^and to. lis ^ is quite) another thing." 

I Assorting that <thbrilouso Comndtteqi^. inquiries into* CoimBunist . : Party ;member- 
ship or association "may income measui*o be properly 'related; to purposes which are 
; ' > * G °ng£Gss)l^tho^(&^^ \l\ 1^1. - - 

f " * ' '* * , v 4 t . ; 

' ^ r^'JSpfovs^ of\sucli inquiries* has, ngt^qt' h te 

fied .by^y counts. The ,U£$« : Supreme Cbuct. has not yet dote'rji^d? tffo r £iMts n "of 
.congressional inquiry ! requirod by the First Amendment,, '^ithi^r^o founds set, 1 by 
lowo^courfe d^pi^ions, '^e 'believe that 'your- Committee^' ^$ui¥ies should 'be ;eyen 
more strictly IiMte'4^ Foremost of - all,, we believe tthat Cpn^qssiqnai committees 
should^jby -se^fe preserve ;the ^principle, of fr^e; associktion/by 

^£ r ?%£fl|, that wisdom ''which, is* a, vitally" noaqssary supplement to *tho" le^iL/guaran*. 
*9-^*3 'fe'-s^^ts^s^J^'^i)*? :Bpi?ri"t 'of* our \f rbo society.^ " ^ • 

i , Malin rprjaf f irmed< the ACLU's position on political" beliefs. 4ridf asspbiation 

(with, respect to employment, in^raoUd^TV; which holds that .gbvcji^c^ 
are the, only proper, Authority for designating' sonsitivd ^positioh^ fr^'^icji* persons 
may" be barred and^that t'in^all other- -positions; in * a f ree, ^ocie^ty/ompio^bKf^should 
be'decidcd on, the bagis;,'of; >qualifi cations strictly rcievani/to^'ho: ^artibul:ar ;4ask. 
involvad.i ~* * ' < ^ " ■■ *; \, ' ; * 

\ "VPs rea li?e /tthtat some:. performers- whose- Communist opinions andiassociations \ro 
deplore: v^ll, if* continued ^inye^loymeht on the 4 Jsasis \af : ;thd 1sing^%st^dar4 , rof v 
compotent^er^rm^cpt 1 thua:.b'e enabled ta giye' :fi^ids; and^presti^ 4 
^:we,pppbsQ^:/ But^that-is^'r-islW^ch-'a: f^ee societv ^must- -iaes-M. -^d? whiftH^uriSTn'so 




AI^IrC^fldu mST. REFUGEE 'GROUP DISRUPTS' CHICAGO MEETING ^ BURNS! BOOKS'- 4 
A^strong protq^ has, been . made/ by the Chicago division 'bM'CLu*- antf- the: 



REG0i4 



* ^ 'Pf P W * THE ft ^1 W F OK fi 4 T f^NjRU^NJ^H J 0. ON *HQU£ST. 



- « ? ™t/r*^W? ^ 8nam>±.e% -tnen ^seized literature dti ^isplajr andf prp;c^edee:^=make. 
' * v . copies ,6> : 'Soviet T-Gildr3Sgaiiion > •aVnaw^obfc' ^ 



tog^'who^acp beeri^cfesed/ihtQ ,an -alley .and'cqxnere'dvthe^evc Som^:;ribfe 





5curB^ inr? a- sdeniocra^cvLit- hot;, t nniv m^]f^ ^mWAirnv^r nf- +*i*f: \n&<jfmaii&nr& s \*-.& a 






^r.^;^^^j ^; ^ ^uv^v'^" ^^^^ 




<£^* secexy ^ - e 5gEft^nta5 ^^rto-^^^dualsj:ahd; organi^a*^ violations' ;bf 



r >$o; ^^T^maKe*^ iirial tfefcfnH&a^^ pr6ceedings V ; ! > * 7 ^V,.* < 

/I I :jfe^^J5&arp- iheaHhgsy ecohduct^ .t>r a^Depiity^Cc^ssimezJ ,of; f Hea>irigg;i-land 
; ppen, to ^h^y^xTL. ; ira^e'vialie^ orVd3#£o^£M^ 
: and^o^ takfhff disciffiinarehA^^^^ \* " 




par,ty ; 



;; HFjHT AMENDMm^PiDSia^br STATED .BY" ;ACLtt BRANCHES ^ 
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ACLU HITS BRIDGES-* PERJURY CONVICTION" AS HftHASSEBSNT^ 
The American Civil Liberties Union said this week that it hoped tle%^f 




Mr. Tolson. ^ ^ 
Mr. Ladd,. 
Mr. Nil 
Mr t /5f«j^fnt_ 




Supreme Court would reverse the perjury conviction of labor leader Harry Br-^ffg^s^ y" 
because the t> rose cution was an harassment amounting to an abuse of due proj&eps/hpJ'reo^L 
law# Argument on the case is scheduled for May Irth* 



|Malin, 



The Union ! s statement, made public by its executive director, Patri 
emphasized that the Union was expressing no opinion as to the trut* xx 



/government's charge that Bridges, president of the International Longshore men T s , an d 



Tele. Boom 
Mr. Hollomai 





/Warehousemen's Union, perjured himself in naturalization proceedings in denyasfl^^a^ir^ — - 
/membership in the Communis fc Party* It also- stressed that support of the civ^f " 
/ liberties principle of due process in the Bridges case did not alter its vigW 

/ opposition to Communist totalitarianism,* The Union said that the question of 

/ Bridges 5 ' alleged membership in the Communis t Party had been raised in two previou! 
/ legal proceedings without being finally answered affirmatively, and that a third 
J prosecution on the same point was harassment, 11 It seems to us that this continual 
I harassment on the same issue, over a period of ten years, amounts to a violation of 
J that due process, of law required by the Fifth Amendment to the U, S a Constitution* 

"Three legal proceedings brought against a man^ always involving the question 
of past; membership i:rr -the- ComrmaniBt Party* "ref tects: -air "a tti tude -of' ^e^rsecutiron' which ^sc 
is not consonant with American democratic concepts^ Regardless of the nature of the 
proceeding, political or otherwise, if the idea of due process is to be preserved, 
individuals must be free of the need constantly to defend themselves against the 
same accusation*. 

"The ACLU does not, of course, take any position with respect to whether 
Bridges was or was not a member of the Communist Party, and it affirms its unalter- 
able opposition to Qbmmunist totalitarianism. But it repeats once again its firm 
conviction that, in opposing Communist tyranny, American democracy cannot employ the 



methods and tactics of that tyranny* 

n It hopes: the Supreme Court will reverse the conviction^ 11 
ACLU URGES STATEHOOD- 'FOR ALASKA, HAWAII 



l<4 




Statehood for Hawaii and Alaska, were urged this week by the American Civil 
Libe r t ie s Un ion" • 

Irving- Ferman, ACLU^ Washington director, told a Congressional committee 
that "to deny Alaska statehood would provide ammunition for the Soviet rulers in their 
— fal^ely-charging- the United States as " imp e rial i^t^gT^ ~ ^ 



The ACLU official emphasized, to. the House Committee on Interior and Insular 
A.ffairs< that continued denial of Statehood for Alaska is a repudiation of the 
American principle providing for self-government as a concomitant to citizen re- 
sponsibility,, . - 

The C6minpLittee wa& urged by Mr, Ferman ^o giver 's-tr en gt ft to our institutional 
framework which hps made this country strong and free by recommending full Stated- 
hood for Alaska, thus conforming to the ^constitutional doctrine underlying the pro- 
vision allowing for *tha adiiplssion of new States. 

NOT RECORDED' ~ 

13 my 19 mb^^S''^ / * 
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Patrick Murphy Malta, ACPPs executive director a in a letter addressed to 
Senator Hugh Butler $ Chairman of the Committee- on Interior and Insular Affairs > 
pointed out that failure to admit Hawaii into the Union would provide ammunition 
for the Communist charge that the democracy we cherish does not really provide 
equality for all. 

The ACLU head also ftn&foas&a&dl thut because of the* variety of Oriental peoples 
that inhabit Hawaii, passage q£ tfti&s, ^11 would be a crushing defeat for Communist 
propaganda* 

The Senate Committee, headed by Senator Hugh Butler, was urged to give sup- 
port to the hope e^^eTSsaci W President, Eisenhower that the people of Hawaii be 
given representation in our legislative halls* 

END OF SEGREGATION OF CHILDREN IN ARMY POST SCHOOLS HITS SNAG 

The announcement that segregation would be ended in schools operated by the 
Army with federal funds for children of Army personnel just scrapes the surface of 
the school segregation problem on military posts. State constitutions and local laws 
are the complicating factors in establishing integration in such schools. 

Secretary of the 4 Aum® Stevens told ^resident Eisenhower .that there were 
"complicating factors" tot m££xs& segregation, where the schools were operated with 
state funds on federal property in federally operated buildings, and -said that the 
Army commanders are making' a survey designed to bring about agreement with local 
authorities for integrating the schools. In a memorandum to Defense Secretary 
Wilson hitting segregation in the Army post schools, Eisenhower stated that if such 
integration is not achieved, other arrangements in these instances will be considered 

The schools at Fort Benning, Ga. are the only group run by the Army where 
segregation is now practiced, and these schools will.be conducted "on a completely 
integrated basis 11 beginning with the fall semester, according to Stevens* But a 
list furnished by the Army, Navy and Air Force shows that twenty segregated schools 
on defense installations, all of them federally aided, are a part of the school 
system of the states in which they are located* 

SUPREME COURT DISBARS LAWYSR CONVICTED jft)R CONTJSHPT IN COMMUNIST-SMITH ACT CASE 

In a U-U decision, the IT.S # Supreme Court has disbarred Abraham J. Isserman 
from the practice of law before the high court* Isserman was one of the five lawyers 
convicted of contempt for his conduct during the trial of the 11 Communist leaders 
convicted in- 19U9 for violating the Smith Act by conspiring to advocate the violent 
overthrow of the government. The court also refused to review a decision of the 
New Jersey Supreme Court disbarring. Isserman from practicing law in that state* 
Justices Black and Douglas dissented from that decision* 

In disbarring Isserman, the court, in a decision written by Chief- Justice 
Vinson, pointed out that since it relied upon: admission to the bar by state courts 
in determining whether or not to admit lawyers to practice before the Supreme Court, 
it would follow the finding of the state court disbarring an attorney "in the absence 
of some grave .reason to the contrary, 11 The Court found no such reason m the 
Isserman case* It held that whether or not this would be excessive punishment, the 
question was not one of punishment, but of self -protection by the Court and society 
apainst one who has engaged in improper conduct as an attorney. The Court denied: 
the charge of the dissenting judges that this meant- that a lawyer would be disbarred 
for^m^e cbHte^ ° r tKe con ~ 

temptuous acts against the trial judge. 

Justice Jackson wrote a dissenting opinion, joined in by Justices Black, 
Frankfurter, and Douglas, pointing out that they could not recall any previous time 
when a lawyer had been disbarred merely because he had been convicted of contempt, 
that one lawyer who had once participated in a contempt "Was later elected president 
cf the American Bar Association* They found no purpose whatsoever that could be 
served by the disbarment, pointing out that -the only contempt of which Isserman was 
found guilty was that of several "contumacious outbursts during a long and bitter 
trial" » 

Justice Clark did not participate in this proceeding* As Isserman had the 
burden of proving why he should not be disbarred, the tie vote results xn his 
di sbarment « 
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THEATRE CENSORSHIP. STRIKES IN ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 

A furor over the successful Broadway play, "I Am a Camera", in St. Paul, 
Minn., has resulted in a censorship attempt that may make the city a wasteland so far 
as touring theater is concerned* JL^SSS 

Mayor John Daubney was so opposed to the play as "vile and indecent" when it 
opened for three -performances in St. Paul that he sought first to have the show closed^ 
Advised that this could not be done legally, Daubney won authorization from the Cxiy 
council to appoint a citizens* advisory committee to pass on all plays in advance of 
showing* While favoring this move, the 31-year-old mayor declared he did not approve 
of "censorship" « 

Strong opposition that probably helped kill the screening plan came from the 
St. Paul Dispatch * In a forthright editorial entitled "Censorship is Odious", the 
newspaper said in nart: 

"The best thing the city council can do with the idea of setting up a com- 
mittee to screen future plays booked for St* Paul is to forget it.*,. There is no evi- 
dence of any such menace to the morals or sensibilities of the good people of St. 
Paul, as to make it necessary to set up a committee to decide for them what they 
ought or ought not see at the Auditorium theatre* The people* ..are undoubtedly fully 
capable of deciding that for themselves ." 

Although the censorship plan may be dead^ some sources felt, that after this 
season St. Paul might have trouble booking Broadway plays, Ed Furni, manager of the 
Auditorium, commented that "any successful move to ban or censor shows ^ that have met 
with successful receptions elsewhere will kill St. Paul as a show town", 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES HITS CONGRESSIONAL PROBES 

Congressional committees investigating Communist infiltration in schools and 
fother American institutions have been sharply criticized in a resolution adopted W 
la 69-2 vote by the General Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
'in the U.S.A.* The strongly-worded resolution wag * released after Rep. Harold H. 
Velde had suggested that an 1 investigation of the clergy was "entirely possible , but^ 
was actually drafted several weeks before the head of the House Committee on Un-Amer:^ 
can Activities' had made and then repudiated his statement* 

The resolution stated that by making "unsubstantial charges and blanket 
indictments, men in responsible positions" are destroying American confidence in 
American educational institutions. Congress has a right to investigate conspirators 
advocating violent overthrow of the government, the resolution said, but this essen- 
tial function of Congressional investigations must be jealously guarded against abuse , 
through methods that are now bringing it into disrepute. The resolution further 
stated that there should be "no, encroachment upon the sound American pattern of local 
control of schools" .« .These boards- should deal with "the occasional subversive" 
within their institutions© 

" The board also stated, in an amendment offered by Charles P. Taft, of 
Cincinnati, brother of the Majority leader Senator Robert A. Tart, that Congressional 
committees should not circulate on their letterheads, over the signatures of their 
members, unsupported charges which have not been investigated or substantiated. 

The board, the interim executive body for thirty denominations of more than 
35,000,000 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox church members, authorized Methodist 
Bishop William C. Martin, of Dallas, Tex., Council president, to appoint a Committee 
of the Maintenance of American Freedom to be on the lookout for violations of freedom, 
to^A-me tricars or AiheTicarr ±nstirbtLti.ons-» - - — r - — — , ~~ „ 

- SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS FEDERAL GAMBLER 1 S TAX LAW AND REGISTRATION 

In a 6-3 decision, the U e S«, Supreme Court has upheld the constitutionality of 
the 1^51 federal tax law -which taxed gamblers and required them to register with the 
Collector of Internal Revenue. 

In an opinion by Justice Reed, it was' held that though the tax is regulatory, 
it does produce revenue (about million dollars- a year),, and was therefore not a 
prohibited invasion of ,a business which only the states could regulate. The Court 
rejected the contention that the tax denied the privilege against self-incrimination. 
Since the defendant,- f Joseph Kahriger, prosecuted for failing to register for the 
wagering tax, had failed to register^ the Court ruled that it was difficult to see 
how he could now claim the privilege he might possibly have raised in the tax return. 
In any event, the Court ruled, that privilege against self-incrimination does not 
relate to future acts that rray or maty not be committed, and that if the defendant had 
wanted to continue in the gambling business, he had to pay the occupational tax* 
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* fc Justice F^aiikfurter/Tui a clissenting opinion, areued that this was essentially 
' *ah effort to stamp out professional gambling, a domain of legislation reserved for the 

states. He also thought it a violation of self-incrimination for Congress to compel 
self-incrimination under state gambling laws. 

Justice Black* in an opinion concurred in by Justice Douglas, argued that 
registration amounted to a coercion jof confession which was a violation of due process 
of law required by the Fifth Amendment, 

MOVIE CENSORSHIP ?ESTS UP AGAIN IN MEW YORK, OHIO ^^3£%7 

New York and Ohio film censorship laws are being challenged again in three 
test cases* 

Before New York's Court of Appeals, counsel for the producers of "La Rande" 
argued that the section of the law under which it was banned as "immoral" or "tends 
to corrupt morals" was too indefinite* In support of this view, the attorney cited 
the U«S. Supreme Court ruling that a Marshall, Texas law was too indefinite in 
specifying the standard for deciding whether a movie was "prejudicial to the best 
interest of the city"* 

Contending that New York's censor law violates the First and Fourteenth Amend- 
ment, counsel also called attention to the Supreme Court's invalidation of the New 
York standard of "sacrilege" for suppressing films in "The Miracle" case* 

i 

The Board of Regents, which banned "La Ronde 1 ', answered that the Uew York 
penal law uses the terms "immoral" .or "tends to corrupt morals" 18 times, and that it 
had a right to determine if a film should b.e placed in such a category* 

U»S* Supreme Court decisions on censorship cases were cited also before the 

Ohio Supreme Court by a ttorneys for producers of "M" and "Native Son" both* of which 

have been denied licenses to show in that state* 

The Ohio film, censorship law was ruled unconstitutional by a Toledo municipal 
court justice in a newereel case, but further test of the statute was not made because 
the state failed to appeal* 

ARMY COLONEL FOUND EL'f Y IN COURT -MARTIAL CENSORSHIP CASE 

Lieut* Col* Melvin B # Voorhees has been convicted of evading Army censorship 
and sentenced to dismissal from the Army, f orfeiting all pay and allowances due* At 
his trial his defense counsel had been forbidden by the court's law officer to talk 
about the twenty- four legal points that the defense thought were the basic issues of 
the case* 

The reserve officer, a former army censor, on~active duty since 191*2, was 
convicted by a jury of seven colonels on three charges of failing to submit manuscripts 
for review in advance of publication; of disobeying an order to withdraw the manuscript 
of his book, "Korean Tales", from a publisher; and of submitting material to the 
Defense Department without going through the prescribed Army channels o 

Defense counsel, Lieut*. Col» John T* West, *jtr e , had argued that regulations^ 
reouiring prior censorship and the regulations under- which the command to him was 
issued were unconstititional because t-hey violated guarantees of free speech* Another 
defense argument was that directives from the Pepartment of D e fense in 19h9 were 
contrary and superior to Army regulations and limited censorship to the deletion of 
secrets* 

Motions, to dismiss the charges on these arguments were denied, but the sen- 
tenpj^ .^w413-*4^ @ ,-. revi aiJcui ,an t, mg t . i ^^3,y-^by^ %he- ^ilkd^fek^iy-'B^ 

the Army's Judge Advocate General* - Col, Voorheeshad said previously he would fight 
the case to the Court of Military Appeals, a civilian supreme court for the armed 
forces in Washington, 

CORRECTION 

The FEATURE PRESS SERVICE of April 20, in the story describing -efforts to bar 
pianist Walter Geiseking from entering the country on grounds of his -alleged Nazi as- 
sociation, stated on the basis of press reports, that the Americans Veteran Committee 
had joined these efforts, The full text of the- AVC's statement, which is now avail- 
able to the ACLU, states that "AVC does not seek to nave Geiseking excluded from the, 
country. We do not fear that his presence, or his piano playing will threaten our 
rational security* . «, ,But we view with alarm the operation of a law (the McCarran- 
Walter Act) which easily admits former enemies whose whole ideology is repugnant to 
American institutions and ideals, at the same time that it excludes the victim and 
opponents of their regime, " 
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A bill that the New York Civil Liberties^ Union held ilrged Governor Thomas ^E», 
Dewey to veto -on the grounds that "it would in 'effect authorize police' censorship^.,, 
has "been vetoed by the New York governor with the comment that "serious constitution- 
al infirmities in. this bill require its disapproval". 

The NYCLU had presented its views on the bill> a proposed amendment to the 
New York State Code of Criminal Procedure, in a letter sent to the Governor by the 
Rev* John Paul *J ones, chairman;, George E. Rundquist, executive director; and staff 
counsel, Clifford Forster. 

The amendment to which the NYCLU had objected would have provided that pend- 
ing judicial determination of obscenity charges,; & police officer may use an injunc^. 
tion order ©btaine&^jithout notice as a search warrant and may make an inventory of t 
the printed matter, ; 

"The- danger here is quite apparent", said the NYCLU letter • "Since an injunc~ 
tion order may be obtained without notice alleged objectionable material ;nay be 
picked up and impounded for an indefinite period of time* There is no provision that 
such action must be brought before a court within any specified time <and it is, 
therefore, quite possible that the issue's, concerning, the material proceeding against 
may never be tested if the publisher or any other person enjoined never hears of the, 
seizure 

"In effect, therefore,, police officers tiiay,, by what* ainounts to administrative. 
judgment; just as' effectively prevent distribution of material they deem objection- 
able as if there had been a judicial decision on the merits* ♦•The proposed amendment, 
under sanction ^f what on the face appears to be judicial action, in effect, is mere- 
ly a cover and authorization for administrative individual censorship." '' v / 

"TOBACCO ROAD" RULED OBSCENE . 

Judge Luigi DePasquale of the Providence, R C I« Superior Court- has ; ,*rule.&/* 
obscene Erskine Caldwell's hit play,. "Tobacco. Road", and fined its producer, Edward 
Gould* The producer has the support of ACLU's National Council «n Freedom From, Cen^/ 
sorship > -wfeich Challenged Gould *s arrest under a ' state obscenity* 'law* Xast January^ 
Gould vfsLs refused a license to put on the play by Providence l s Bureau of Licenses on 
the grounds that it' was indecent. Gould secured a court -order restraining -the police 
frdm. closing the play because it had* no license,, but was -arrested by police for pro- 
ducing an "indecent, immoral show% Superior Court Judge Thomas H, Roberts ruled 
that the ©riginal restraining order did riot bar police from closing the show if it 
violated laws against obscene productions. 





The ACLU presented .a memorandum in the case, contending that Gould's arrest 
violated freedom of .apeo c^ O bscenity laws, it point gd out, may not be used to 
stifle freedom of* expression, ana "in eacii ir^bcwiut* ^irur^^o^-V*^^^ ni^ar- r^^^esen' 
danger jif or incitement to lustful acts* "We* deny an this, case that the play is 
obscene", ; the memorandum read* !*The play in an unexpurgated version ran fr»r- many 
years in New York and has been shown in Boston without interference since the produc- 
tion in Providence".- Therefore, the memorandum argued, the obscenity statute was 
hero being used as an indirect, method of 1 censorship* _ > } si /I 

% indexed.- 41 v ^^^55^-*r: -^4?^ _ ; 

Defense fpfctftt^bj. Milton Stanzler said that police^ censd^sMid *ribt st#p* the per- 
■Co^ttjvice^whfen tWVLleged obscenities' were uttered> 4 and that the reason for the 
closing was because ^«£hey had put themselves on the spot, in refusing the license and 
had tt^'JtisHilify themselves by charging an bbg cerie show«IL 2™ — - 

EX. - 109 NOT RECORD 
Judge ;Dei*a?quale found that ^the iSsuelBej^i^^|nfgl^: Was. what*-was. said 
obscene^ d^w-^t tend to- corrupt: tnef f mp£a^ of youth, does^ the case come under c tJt^ 
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' Ah appeal will be taken,:: 
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^ PHILADELPHIA JUVENILE DEFENDANTS DEFIED DUE PROCESS , 'ACLU CHARGES 

The practice of denying juvenile defendants "the same safeguards enjoyed by 
adult defendants in civil as well as criminal cases is being challenged in two sepa- 
rate 'court tests in Philadelphia with "the aid of the Greater Philadelphia Branch of 
ACLU* William J, Wools ton, an ACLU attorney, is defending the two teen-age boys 
involved in the cases. In one argument concerning a 13-year-old boy committed to a 
mental institution in connection with a homicide, Wodlston contended that because of 
the practices followed in the juvenile court in Philadelphia, the youth was denied 
the following rights : 

(1) The right of a person accused of and indicted for murder to have a speedy 
trial. In this case, the commitment to Glen Mills does not terminate the pending 
indictment for murder, for after his release from Glen Mills, the boy could be tried 
for murder. Here he was indicted as a criminal, but denied constitutional rights of' 
gn accused., , ■ , 

(2) The right to be safeguarded against conviction on hearsay evidence and 
ex parte reports It is not denied' that all important evidence, was hearsay,, yet it 
has been admitted. In this., as in many other juvenile, court cases, reports compiled 
by various persons attached to the court, are divulged to the judge, but are withheld 
from the defendant, his parents, or his legal representative, 

(3) . The plight to plead the privilege against self— incrimitLat ion, which was 
denied the boy at his hearing, Se. was forced to recount "the entire chain (of facts) 
upon which the indictment was based", according to the argument, and his testimony 
can be used against him, if he stands further trial. 

In the second case, many of the same basic issues are involved, and the ACLU 
has agreed to filing a friend-of.-the-court brief, 

CALIFORNIA .STUDENT CONVICTED IN" SIDEWALK TABLE PETITION CASE 

An 18-ryearr-old University of California student has been convicted of unlaw- 
fully setting up a. card table on a Berkeley sidewalk to -obtain support for a petition 
opposing capital punishment for Ethel and Julius Rosenberg - sentenced to die as 
atomic spies- after_the Berkeley_Qity Council, h;ad_ twipe refused him permission. He 
faces the "maximum penalty of a $500 fine and six months in jail. * 



The Northern California Branch of ACLU defended the student ^..ReueXS^dur^ con- 
tending that his rights under the First Amendment were denied, ACLU' staff counsel 
Lawrence Speiser said he would appeal the decision, if necessary/ to the U,S, Supreme 
Court, ' * ✓ 

The ACLU- had argued that a city may regulate the use of its sidewalks, but 
that it must accord equal treatment to all applicants for permits. 

Before the Rosenborgs were convicted, the Berkeley City Council had granted 
permits for sidewalk tables to about 35 groups and individuals and had denied only 
one request - that, of Students- for Wallace in 194S, Since Hast. December, however, 
the council rejected six, .requests- .for permits* to. -collect signatures, protesting the 
Rosenbergs* sentence^ , " , 

Councilmen had denied Amour* s first request for a table permit on political 
grounds,, but, the second request was 'rejected because members said they were convinced 
the student was acting in bad faith • 

In. finding, Amdur guilty. Judge Redmond Staats said the youth's actions have 
placed him beyond "constitutional rights", in defying the City Council by setting' up 
his card table. The judge said Amdur could have handed out his literature without' 
setting up the table and that therefore there was no free speech denial involved. 
He added that- he didn't think the First Amendment applied here,, and that the City 
Council was entitled to rule on the opinion of bad faith, 

FEDERAL; GRAND JURIES. CONSIDER NEW" YORK POLICE BRUTALITY 

An 1.370 civil rights act wa's invoked for the first time in New York in one of 
three recent court actions resulting from alleged acts of brutality by New York 
policemen* ■ 

An inquiry, by a' Federal grand jury in Brooklyn, was ordered by Attorney Gener- 
al Herbert Brownell, stemming' from one of- a dozen other complaints of alleged police 
brutality received by Federal authorities since February 16, following the revelation 
of a hands— off agreement in such cases between New York's Police Dep&irfcfifgttii and the 
Federal Justice Department, Prior to its' revelation, the agr^Qflfettt had h^n^re^cdnd34 
by former Unit eel States Attorney General James P. McGranery* I 
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i. * The federal GrandVjury in Brooklyn charged that Patrolman John A* Bruilman 
/Jbeat Francis- D» Galatisi a 46-year-old Independent Subway system -motorman^with out 
/ provocation" on March 7> 1952, and, thereby, deprived the latter of his "rights, 
privileges, and immunities" under the Constitution Before Federal authorities began 
their investigation, the case had come up seven times in a Queens Magistrates 1 Court 
without disposition* The law invoked, Section 242 of the Federal Criminal Code, 
provides a penalty of one year in jail and a- $1000 fine. 

This decision followed the first grand jury inquiry, in Manhattan, resulting 
in "no_true bill" against 'Patrolman William Brennan, who -had been charged with beating 
Jacob Jackson on August 8* 

A third, case is now under investigation by the FBI* It is the canplaint of 
Salvatore Pace, a Brooklyn truck driver, who charged he was beaten by two patrolmen 
on February 21* A Kings County Grand Jury cleared the policemen, , and" the'" case has' 
not yet been presented to a Federal grand jury* 

SUPREME COURT REFUSES TO REVIEW ALIEN'S DEPORTATION IN FACE OF PHYSICAL PERSECUTION 



The U»S« Supreme Court has refused to review the appeal of a Yugoslavian alien 
who argued that his deportation to Yugoslavia would' result in his physical persecu- 
tion* Justices Black and Douglas dissented from the ruling upholding a decision of 
the U*S* Court of Appeals in New York* 

Nicholas' Dolenz was once a member of tho Xugoslav-Communist Party, but now 
claims to be violdntly against it* When ordered deported because of his illegal 
entry into the U*S*, he raised the claim of physical" persecution* The McCarran 
Internal Security Act of 1950 provides that aliens cannot be so deported if the Attor- 
ney General finds that they would be so subject to physical persecution. 

Dolenz introduced personal and two witnesses 7 testimony to the effect that he/ 
would be subject to persecution, possibly death, if he were returned to Yugoslavia* 
No contradictory testimony was introduced by the government* Nonetheless , without 
such testimony, the Commision'er of Immigration {as delegate of the Attorney General) 
ruled that he did not find that Dolenz would be subjected to physical persecution, if 
returned to Yugoslavia* The catse was taken to the Court of Appeals, which affirmed 
the deportation order by a 2-1 vote* The appeal to the Supreme Court had the full 
- -support of the ACLU on the- grounds that Dolenz^s* right to 'due process of lar wa§~ ^ 
violated* \ 

Commented ACLU staff counsel,, Herbert Monte Levy, "This refusal of the Supreme 
Court 'to review the case /makes a mockery of the provision of the McCarran Act intended 
to prevent depo'rtatipn of aliens Subject tp physical reprisals* Unless the Supreme 
Court based its action upon technical grounds*, which we> cannot tell, this decision 
would mean that no matter what evidence the alien presents showing that he would be 
subjected to ^physical persecution, he can nonetheless be deported, even though there 
is' absolutely no evidence in the record to disprove his contention* Though' the Gov- 
ernment .if Yugoslavia has stated publicly that there would not be persecution in cases 
such as Dolenz f s, this statement was never a part of the case, and the precedent set 
is bad and may govern other similar cashes where, no such statements were ever made* 

"There are several other cases still pending in the courts involving similar 
situations, one of them being parried on by the ACLU T s Northern California Branch* 
It is to be hoped that the Supreme Court will see fit to review one of these cases*" 
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Questions must have arisen in the minds of many people because of the unexpected development of 
February 20 when Ralph Cooper, the sole remedying imprisoned member of the original Trenton Six, 
changed his plea of "not guilty" lo "no defense", and— in answering certain questions asked by Judge Joseph 
- E. Conlon in the Mercer County Court of New Jersey — placed himself and his five original co-defendants at 
or near the scene of the crime with which the Trenton Six had been charged. As a result of his plea and 
answers. Cooper was given a sentence of six to ten years in prison; with credit for the five years he has 
already served in prison, he will be eligible for almost immediate parole. 

Cooper's statement came as a shock to the members of the undersigned three organizations who had 
fought to secure justice for the Trenton Six. Because of your concern for the principles of civil liberties and 
justice, demonstrated by your generous contributions to our fund appeal, we want you to have the facts 
and to know the views of our three organisations on Cooper's statement. We shall first summarize the 
history of the case. 

Between February 6 and 11, 1948, Ralph Cooper, Collis English, McKinley Forrest, John MacKenzie, James 
Thorpe and Horace Wilson were arrested in Trenton for the January 27 murder of a 72-year-old second-hand 
dealer, named William Horner. Their first tried, in which they were defended by court-appointed attorneys, 
began in June 1948. It lasted nine weeks. *A11 were found guilty and sentenced to death. 

Subsequently, the Commu nist^pjctrtv, fcrough the^Cml Rights Congress, its legal arm, carried an appeal 
to the- New Jersey Supreme. Court.. At thistpoirff^ Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People Legal Defense and Educational Fund entered the case by 
filing separate briefs amicus curiae. In June 1949, the Supreme Court of New Jersey reversed the verdict 
of guilty and ordered a new trial. 

Before the opening of the second trial on March 5, 1951, the Princeton Committee for the Defense of 
the Trenton Six, under the chairmanship of Dr. Edward S. Corwin, Professor of Constitutional Law, under- 
took the defense of three of the defendants;^ the N.A.A.C.P. Legal Defense and Educational Fund defended 
two; the sixth man was defended by private counsel. This second trial occasioned the longest criminal 
procedure in the history of New Jersey, covering fifteen weeks and three days. It resulted in the acquittal 
of four of the defendants, and the conviction and sentence to life imprisonment of Ralph Cooper and Collis 
English. 

An appeal on their behalf was subsequently entered by the Princeton Committee, the N.A.A.C.P. 
Legal Defense and Educational Fund, and the American Civil Liberties" Union. On November 24, 1952, the 
New Jersey Supreme Court again reversed the verdict of guilty against Ralph Cooper and Collis English 
and ordered a new trial. % / - 

On December 30, 1952, Collis English, who had been in poor health for the entire five years of his stay 
in prison, died of a heart attack. Of the original Trenton Six, all of whom had been condemned to death at 
the first trial and two of whom had been condemned to life imprisonment at the second trial, only Ralph 
Cooper remained in prison and in jeopardy. 

.A number of attempts were made to get the state authorities to quash the case against Cooper. All 
of these efforts came to nothing, and it became apparent that Ralph Cooper would again have to stand trial. 
This man, who had been confined in prison for five years; who had seen his co-defendants freed either by 
verdict of the jury or by death, now had to prepare himself to endure alone a third trial for his life. 

These are the facts. Is it possible to determine the true meaning of Cooper's change of plea and answers 
on February 20th? Unfortunately, no. But we must remind ourselves that Cooper once before made a confes- 
sion, at the time of his arrest, and then repudiated it for five years. The record of the court proceedings when 
Cooper changed his plea and gave his answers^includes' no particulars; on" the-basis of which it- might have- 
been possible to judge the value of his statements. And we must remember why our three organizations, 
and thousands of people across the country, assumed the responsibility of assisting these men. The Princeton 
Committee and the N.A.A.C.P., after careful investigation, believed firmly in the innocence of all of the 
six defendants, and still do today. The A.C.L.U., following its standard procedure, entered the case on appeal 
because important civil liberties questions were involved; it still believes that fundamental rights of due 
process were at stake in this case. 

The undersigned organizations do not know the immediate background of Cooper's recent change of 
plea and answers. We cannot know what considerations may have been put to him, or by whom. But 
nothing that we know has changed our considered judgments as restated in the preceding paragraph. 

Above all, we must remember that our action in this case, and the action of those who supported us, 
symbolized the vigilant and militant defense that must continually be waged to protect civil liberties 
and guarantee justice. This case in itself is now apparently regarded as closed by all concerned; but, 
whatever the true meaning of its final development, you have the supreme satisfaction of having given 
strength to the American tradition that all are entitled to equal justice under Xccvfi and thaMfihere 
vation of this right to anyone because of poverty and friendlessness, •rallV tf 5oLseci«e 
these rights. *K;kA * s Jill 
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' OHIO STATE SENATOR RECALLS ANTI-CENSORSHIP Bill. ^J^^-^-^ 

The campaign against motion picture censorship ^ Ohio has received a tempo^-, , 
rarar setback. State Senator Charles A.. Mosher has recalled his bill repealing theSCK ' _ 
' jate censorship law and has substituted a bill banning newsreel censorship. ^ 

Spurred by the Cleveland and Columbus branches of the^ApLU,, and the ACLU's 
National Council on Freedom from Censorship, the original bill would have repealed 
the Ohio Censorship Law, passed in 1913 and upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1915, 
under which all movies shown in Ohio have been subjected to pre-censorship. ^ Toledo 
municipal court ruled last fall that newsreels were exempt and since then newsreexs 
have been exhibited without prior clearance from the Ohio Censorship Baard.; 

Supporters of the over-all repealer hold that the censorship law is now in- 
-valid in the light «rf "The Miracle" decision in 1952, in which the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that films wore within the protection of the First Amendment which guarantees 
freedom of speech and press. _ 

In a brief supporting the bill to abolish motion picture censorship-, 4xtx}&5i 
Liberties Union of Central Ohio presented some startling facfA and figures which show 
the profitable nature of censorship in Ohio. The 1913 law charges a fee of three 
dollars for each reel of film censored, which .applies to all duplicate pr^ts of the 
same film.. Fees collected "in excess of such ^?^..^^ n J^^^^5|r?ff ^^.^ 
operating expends, including sslaries, of the divisiorTof folia .censorship, shall be , , 
mid into a fuifff to be used by the superintendent, df public instruction for dissemina-^ 
ting information^" relative 'to the history'; s conic) beauties; natural, res6urca?-, -who- t*,. - . -4 
industries of Ohio..., arid for the creation, maintenance, adnuLnistration and regula- 
tion of a suitable collection of visual aids forla^SBJwJ^^ 
of Ohio,." 

From January 1, 1942 to June 30, 1952,. this- "excess" of collection over opera- 
ting costs wag $2,229,960*, For the past three years, the "excess" has averaged over 
a quarter of a million dollars per year. Before Senator Mosher withdrew his bill, 
it was expected that stiff opposition would develop against the abolishment of this 
lucrative source of revenue. 

The ACLU brief contended that the $3.00 '"censorship fee" is really atax, and, 
that "given that motion pictures are a protected form of expression, a special tax on 
films to be shown in Ohio constitutes a prior restraint in and of itself violative oi 
freedom of speech and the press". < ylS-^ 

The brief also argued that (l) the licensing system adopted for motion PfP^re 
films by the State of Ohio violates both the Ohio and Federal constitutions m that 
it establishes prior restraints on freedom of speech- and the press and sots up 
vague criteria on which the administrative officials are to act; (2) state pre-censor- 
__3hXv: oje_motion,picturo f ilms_is_oX_dubious value for the protection of public morals;, 
(3) a system of film censorship such as .exists in Ohio is ILncompatiDle with the demo r 



cratic way of life and should be abolished by the legislature « y/o 

The most recent case of censorship in Ohio for&r ^i^o^B^^ 
•which was upheld by the Ohio Supreme Court. An appeal is ^bexng taken 
Court by the distributors, Superior Eilms,, Inc* of 1tfe^£eisM3l W53 

ACLU TESTIFIES ON FEDERAL WIRETAPPING BILL 

The American Civil Liberties Union told a Congressional committee this week 
that stringent safeguards protecting individual privacy should be incorporated m 
pLslationf legalizing -wiretapping*. ^ 




ss^Fertare* ACLU Washington Director, testified before a House Judiciary 
"kwixcwb ciiKPQttbly Holdirig hearings en proposed legislation to legalize wiretapping. 
4*r*rE G'U-LAR WE EKLY SERVICE. FURTHER INFORMATION FURNISHED ON REQUEST. 
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J*. > Tiie ACLU official emphasized the Union's '--opposition 1 to wiretapping on an inva- 
sion of the individual's right, of privacy. But, he added, if national security 
requires such practices, they should be carried on only by Federal officials and 
only in cases involving treason, sabotage, espionage, kidnapping, or threatened kid- 
napping • He stressed the need for sworn statements of fact demonstrating a reason- 
able basis for belief of actual^ as opposed to potential, treason, sabotage, or kid- 
napping ♦ 

The Committee was urged by Ferman to recommend authorization: to Federal Judges, 
hid not the Attorney General, in determining whether wiretapping should be permitted 
Ln a given situation* 

Ferman also expressed the Union's continued opposition to all wiretapping, 
[but said that if Congress disagreed with its contention, it should adopt the safe- 
guards which he enumerated* 

MADISON, WISCONSIN LIBRARY STOCKS PRO AND CON BOOKS ON SENATOR MCCARTHY 

An incident involving the Madison (Wisconsin) Public Library's failure to 
stock a book critical of Wisconsin's controversial Senator Joseph McCarthy, which 
stirred up a vigorous protest from the Wisconsin Chapter of ACLU^ has had a happy 
ending* Both the book in question and Sen* McCarthy's own book, "McCarthyism: The 
Fight For America", are now on the shelves* The Library Board voted unanimously on 
this course of action a few days after the ACLU protest was sent, 

The A'CLU's dfficial protest to the board of the library followed newspaper 
stories charging that Miss Helen Farr, head librarian, had banned the book because 
of an attack on it by Westbrook Pegler, Hearst columnist* The book is "McCarthy: 
The Man, tho Senator, the Ism", by Jack Anderson and Roland May, published by the 
Beacon Press in Boston* 



Morris H^T Rubin, chairman of the Wisconsin chapter, pointed out that the board 
had a duty to clarify tho issues. 

The ACLU chapter", he stated, "is convinced that despite the abundance of pub- 
licity in the local press, all the facts have not yet been placed before the public 
and that there will be no clear-*cut understanding of the issues involved unless a 
full statement is made"*. _ ... 

Miss Farr denied the original charge as "completely false*" But later news—' 
paper stories carried photostats of a note allegedly typed by a library employee , 
referring to the Pegler article as the reason why the library hadn't bought the book* 

In sustaining the right of free inquiry, the ACLU group not. only asked that- 
the library stock the Anderson-May book on McCarthy but also that it "stock all sig- 
nificant materials" on the Senator* This would include books "which are pro-McCarthy 
and anti-McCarthy, or books which are non-committal, if there are such*" 

Rubin stated further that the Wisconsin senator "has become one of the most 
controversial figures in American public life ♦ 

"He has just been elected to a term of 'six years", he continued* "Certainly, 
many residents of Madison will have occasion in these six years to want to examine 
what he has said and what has been said about him"* 



vtniw, signing- of com m unist peti tion n o grounds for civil service ineligibility 

The mere signing of a petition for nomination- of a Communist to public office- 
is no grounds for dismissal of a person from a Civil Service eligible list. 

This decision was handed^down by Judge J» Hofstadter in the New York Supreme 
Court in the case of Jervey C^^amilton, who sought an appointment to the police 
j oi'ce*. His name was stricken from .the list on .tho grounds that he had sighed a Com- 
munist Party petition in 1949 for the nomination of Benjamin J* Davis for the City 
Council • The case hinged on the complete lack of evidence that the petitioner was a 
Communist or had ever engaged in subversive activities. Judge Hof stadte:r~~ruled that 
tho Municipal Civil Service Commission acted arbitrarily and directed it to restore 
tho petitioner's name to tho eligible list* 

Hamilton^ a Negro, signed the petition to voice his protest against racial 
injustice, and denied that in so doing he intended to give support or express sym- 
pathy with the Communist Party. Five other signers of the petition, all living on 
tho same street, ,mado affidavits that they were tricked into signing, on tho repre- . 
sentation that the petition had to do with discrimination against Negroes, and that 
the top of the sheet bearing the name of the Communist Party was invisible when they 
signed. 4 * , f 

/ ^ \ 
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~* "In his decision, Judge Hofstadter asserted, "If innocent membership (in any 
Communist group) cannot be ground for disqualification from public employment , how- 
can complete absence of membership justify it?" He stated that "however soarchingly 
the record is studied, in the end there still remains against the petitioner nothing 
but his signature on the Davis petition. After anxious thought, I am led to the 
clear conviction that his act alone does not and should not disqualify him for ser- 
vice as a police patrolman* ^ 

ALABAMA LAW PROTECTING- REPORTERS [ . NEWS SOURCES UPHELD 

An Alabama law which protects reporters from revealing news sources survived 
a legal attack questioning its validity. 

Federal District Judge Seybourn H. Lynne refused to rule the statute unconsti- 
tutional when plaintiffs in a $4*000,000 libel suit suggested that it conflicted with 
Federal guarantees of due process, - . 

The question arose during a hearing in chambers on the action filed by former 
Governor James E« Folsom and three -members of his administration against Reader f s * 
Dig est and the publishers of True Detective Magazine * They were seeking to force 
Hugh Sparrbw, a Birmingham newsman, to reveal sources of information which he fur- 
nished for an article in the two publications. The article discussed alleged irregu- 
larities in Alabama. prisons and the Pardon and Parole Board during the period 1947 
to 1950. 

Sparrow's attorney said the newswriter would answer questions about any matter 
in the article that had not been published previously in the newspapers. He claimed 
Sparrow could not be forced to disclose sources of information which the newspapers 
had printed # 

The law has been, in effect since 1935 for newspaper reporters and more recent- 
ly has been amended to include reporters for radio arid television stations. 



ATHEIST GRANTED CITIZENSHIP, UPHOLD AFFIRMING 



A federal , Circuit Court, of Appeals has reversed a Lower court decision that an 
atheist -cannot be granted citizenship. q ^ j 



The case involved Wladyslaw^Plywacki, former Polish citizen who-, had. been an 
inmate of Nazi concentration camps. Last August, , Federal Judge J » Frahk McLaughlin 
in Hawaii refused citizenship to Plywacki on the grounds that Plywacki, as an /admit- 
ted atheist, could not take the required oath. m / j 

s ' / 

Now the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco has overruled the 
lower court, stating that it is legal for an alien to affirm his loyalty to the^ U„S # 
without reference to a deity on being admitted to citizenship. / j 

ACLU of Northern Calif ornia, which handled Plywacki T .s case, asserts ct hat this 
is n the first case in which a court has ruled that an atheist may affirm" ♦ With the 
approval of the Attorney General, the U.S.. A-ttorney in Hawaii stated that Congress 
had specifically allowed aliens this privilege. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SEXUAL, PSYCHOPATH LAW UPHELD - ' " 

In an unanimous decision, the U.S. Court of Appeals has upheld the constitu 
tionality of Washington, D»C. f s 194S Sexual Psychopath Act. The court unanimously 
rejected the contention that the definition of a sexual psychopath was too vague, 
pointing out tha"t the statute's language was virtually the same that the U.S.. Supreme J 
Court had used in interpreting a similar Minno s-a-fea— £aw- which it -ha^ upheldr-^n^l94C^^4 i 

The law provides that sexual psychopaths are not to be tried immediately for 
their crimes, but are to be confined for- psychiatric treatment j the trial for the 
criminal offense is to be held enly if and when treatment is successful. Commitment 
to the mental institution is indefinite. Several states haye recently enacted similar 
laws ^ „ , 

The court ruled that though the delay in the trial might violate the right 
given by the Sixth Amendment to the Constitution to a speedy and public trials this 
question could not be raised unless the accused, Robert H» filler, asked for such a 
trial,- which he had not done. However, the court did order that the accused be trans- 
ferred to a place of confinement where he would, actually receive treatment, instead 
of being confined, as he was, in an institution for the criminally insane.. The court 
."'tinted out that Miller was not insane and was a patient at St* Elizabeth's Hospital 
/-Ud was not confined for violation Of the law. 
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PECHAN ACT UPHELD IN PENNSYLVANIA COURT TEST 



Mr. G -.".rty — : 

Mr. Irl'>]ar 




Mr. WinterrowdL 
. , r* Tele. Eoairu-: 

The TecHafi Act* TeMsyTrania^s public emplcs^ee ro5fa±ty"oatlr law* ^^ x pma^^ n 

mously upheld in its first court test by three' judges of Philadelphia's Cpmoi^illeas: — 
Courts The judges found themselves "obliged to declare the act constitut|<^£aaLtta^6- 
the sole reason that the U # S. Supreme Court had declared similar laws val| * " 
states.. 



General , 



The opinion, written by Judge Curtis Bok, was handed down r in the^cas 
:Mrs^ .Marie S .Fitzgerald, who was dismissed as a nurse at the Philadelphia G 
Hospital,, a city Institution, for refusing to^sign the loyalty oath* Mrs, Fitzgera^d^ 
represented by ACLU attorney Har ry^feprogell y appealed her dismissal, contending th^t: 
the act was discriininatory^and infringed on her constitutional right of free assocll-" 
ation,'a contention with which the opinion agreed. "Were it not for the Federal 
cases", Judge Bok said, "we would unhesitatingly strike down^ this, act." 

In the opinion, the court attacked loyalty oaths in general. Judge Bok sai6j 
that "there is not only a. right of free speech: there is a right of free silence. * 
under challenge* It should be the right of free and stubborn men- to leave their 
knees unbent if they are minded to. America was built on dissent and provocation 
and her answer to Communism lies in the effort of her citizens to .achieve her moral 
purposes." 

Referring 'to- the requirement of 'oaths T^ln^r^orfs in nw-senBli^Ve^osi^oris> 
the opinion stated: "The loyalty or disloyalty of a ditchdigger or le&f -raker ^ulal < 
be ,so irrelevant to the safety "of the State as to render the entire loyalty system 
not only absurd but oppressive »" 

'The opinion held that the loyalty act conflicts with the state's own consti- 
tution, which provides that "no human authority can, in any case whatever, control ' 
or interfere with the rights of conscience", and, also invades the guaranteed protec- 
tion of reputation by "affecting a person's reputation not through his own acts^ but 
through the*.Spts of others'*" 

Mrs* Fitzgerald's case will be appealed to the State Supreme .Court. 



Meanwhile, the, Philadelphia ACLU has begun to organize opposition to a "now 
Pechan Bill", J< which would require the state to dismiss any employee who made use of 
his constitutional privilege against self-incrimination in a public hearing. Osten- 
sibly designed to remove subversives from public employment, this bill, which has 
been called the "easy-firing bill", permits the dismissal of an employee without a 
hearing, xvithout cross-examination,- and with no consideration of the preponderance 
of evidence. Passage of the bill would tend to nullify the procedural safeguards 
written into the original Pechan Act at the insistence of the ACLU and others.. 

Two other objectionable "loyalty" bills have been, introduced in the Pennsyl- 
vania House of Representatives - one, in effect, would set up a State Un-American • 
Activities Committee,, and the other would require a loyalty oath of officers and 
solicitors for funds for "certain charitable organizations." 



.TION AgMINISTRATIQN BLACKLIST 



ACLU PROTESTS ALLEGED INTERN AT IONKTT INF 1 

JNDEXED-4 7^ 




o^atfon x .A ! dministration has / \f 



A protest on the report that the Int^o^miSd^rta^g: 
established, a blacklist of composers', writegs^ and artists -whose works are being 
kept off -Voice of America programs and 4 ou,t of "ewers eas ^Inf prmafcipn Servicp .libraries* 
until they have obtained security clear anc'e^Ja4s: been ^de jby 1£lme:r/&ice, chaim§^ A 
of the ACLU^s National Council ,oh Freedom front" (0§ns o^ship* f^JuL 

LL#& {^;,^±iy^ letter .addressed to Robert L.* Johnson,, administrator o£ £he* government Tf 
^ agency, Ricq stWfc-ed that,, "It is difficult/ for us "to conceive hbw suctt IT 3i±st may be 
established ,r except 6ri* the basis of alleged political associations or beliefs V f 
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"As we wrote ; earlier to Secretary of State John Foster Dullest the letter 
continued , ,! we do not argue,, of course, that the United States Government is 
required to sponsor ideas to which it is opposed * We do believe, however, that 
material used should be judged on its merits and not upon what may be the personal, 
social, political, or moral' beliefs of the author, composer, or artist * 11 

In the meantime, the New York Post reported an interview with R, W* McLeod, 
the State Department's chief security officer, in which McLeod denied that a black- 
list ,of authors had been set up* He admitted, however, that IIA officials had sent 
some lists over. "We sent them right back",, he said, "I have instructed the secu- 
rity office to have nothing to do with such "lists • That's their (the IIA's) job»" 
The IIA offered no comment on the statement.* 

ACLU FILES BRIEF IN JttELSON CASE 

ACLU and its Greater Philadelphia Branch has contended that the* 1951 sedition 
conviction of Steve Nelson, a Communist Party organizer in Pennsylvania, was uncon- 
stitutional* 

In a "friend-of-the-court! ! brief filed with the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
at Harrisburg, the ACLU argued that the state sedition law, under which Nelson was 
tried, violates the First and Fourteenth Amendments by penalizing free, speech* 

It so reasoned because section C of the statute requires that an accused 
person's speech be found to have been undertaken "with a view to bringing the* 
government of this State* or of the United States into hatred or contempt*" In his 
instructions to the juryi the Union pointed out, the trial judge did not rule out 
conviction on that basis* 

Subject only to libel laws, "venomous" utterances "must be protected if free- 
dom of speech and of the press is to retain its cherished place in our Bill of 
Rights 1 ,' * the brief declared: 

"To protect the essential freedom of political debate, the 'danger line 1 in 
any area of speech and publication which borders on political comment must be clear- 
ly maritod^ The legislature must scrupulously limit the incidence ^of. p.enaltx £nd the 
jury must 'be guided step by step, so that privileged words will not by chance be 
penalized*" 



The staters case against Nelson rested in part on charges that he had glori-* 
fied the Soviet Union while at the same time "ridiculing, condemning, villifying 
the United States of America, its leaders, and policies," 

TV SHOWING OF PRE-TRIAL EXAMINATION CHALLENGED 

A possible violation of the right of fair trial has been investigated by the 
ACLU in Detroit, Michigan* The issue arose in the ease of William^Iiplland, whose 
pre— trial examination for a traffic, death was re— enacted on a television program, 
resulting in an adjournment of the trial on the grounds that the TV enactment 
aroused public prejudice against him. 

Since the original adjournment, the case has been heard by an outside judge, 
who made no comment on whether he thought the television program had prejudiced the 
defendant. He remarked only that there had been "adverse publicity"* Holland was 
found guilty on a charge of negligent homicide, reduced from mansluaghter, and was 
placed qn two years no-driving probation, and fined $250 court costs© 



The TV enactment decurred as part of a public service program depicting 
actual traffic accidents* Holland's lawyer contended that, despite use of a ficti- 
tious name, the case was easily recognizable and the actor who depicted Holland had 
made him appear drunk. The scheduled trial judge said he was put in an "embarrassing 
position" after the TV dramatization, ^and adjourned the case, , , . 

An ACLU cooperating attorney G« Leslie 'Field discussed the situation with the 
TV station's program manager, Ralph B, "Hunter « He submitted arguments that the 
challenged program is in conflict with the individual's right to a fair trial, point- 
ing out that trial by newspaper has been called an evil influence on the administra- 
tion of justice* Hunter told Field that he would look into the matter and advise 
him of his conclusions* 

Field cited Canon No* 35 of the Canons of Judicial Ethics adopted by the 
Michigan Supreme Court in 1947* which states s "The broadcasting of court proceedings 
are calculated to create misconceptions with respect (to the court-) in- the mind of 
the public and should not be permitted." 
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NIST CHARGE 




The "best interests of democracy are not served when any group of citizens 
makes a serious charge * * *based on mere rumor and report, and without careful and 
responsible examination of the facts", was the way the trustees of the Adams (Mass*) 
Free library summed up their reply to a charge by the town*s American Legion Auxil- 
iary that it left the public with the impression that the library is under Communist 
influence « 

The Legion Auxiliary had sent a communication to the library's trustees con- 
cerning "reports that books with Communist leanings are available at the library 
while those exposing the dangers of Communism are not available despite requests fo: 
them*" 

The reply of the trustees, sent to the Auxiliary and to the Adams News Sentinel^ 
where it was published, said: 

%**The members of the board were agreed that your action, while motivated by 
sincere concern, was nonetheless ill-advised, in that it was based solely upon rumor 
and before any adequate investigation of facts 'had been made*** 

"You express concern over * reports that while plenty of pro-communist litera- 
ture is available * * *books exposing the spread of this ism have not been secured 
despite requests for them' * The board feels it imperative that such a serious charge 
be substantiated with specific titles, authors 1 names, and other definite information. 
Vague rumor and alleged reports should, not and cannot be considered sufficient basis 
for a charge such as that made by the Legion auxiliary -* Further, it has always been 
a library policy to make available to the public information concerning books pur- 
chased, and to* consider for purchase such titles as may be suggested by its readers* 

"As elected public officials responsible for library policies ** *it is the 
board *s earnest desire to provide the public, through its library, access to all types 
of information in keeping with valid standards of literary quality ^anc^^ jective 
truth* Numerous aspects of all important social and political problep^ ntusxK y, B repre- 
sented if the principal objective of library book selection is to hop 3 - ^S^ e:L £lb to 
help make possible well-informed citizens*. The board believes ^thisTP 01 ^ 0 / in b ^k 
selection the only one consistent with the demooratic way of ^lif e *,* * " 

~— - BQQK NOTES ' / ' ^'^^ 
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CONSCRIPTION OF CONSCIENCE : The American State and the Conscientious Objector, 1940 
to 1947 ♦ 'By Mulford Q* Sibley and Philip E* Jacob, Cornell Ifeiverjsity Press, New Xorlj. 
5£0 pages, #6*50* . 

The number of American conscientious objectox-s grew from a&i. estimated 30,000 in World 
War I to an estimated 100,000 in World War II. A mote ejnlig^tened attitude by the 
Government is easing the conflict between the demands &&£ conscription and the resis- 
tance of objectors* The authors analyze this problem^in an / objective study of the 
clash between, government and conscience* Much of thc£ book 7 is devoted to the story o± 
tho 12,000 objectors who accepted civilian service >under a unique system- of work camps 
sponsored by the peace churches during World War T£l. 

THE PEOPLE * S RIGHT TO KNOW : 
#5«50. 



By Harold L* Cross,// Columbia University Press, 405 pages, 



The right to access to sources of news is a complicated and controversial subject* 
The principles involved must be clearly enunciated and appraisal of various conflict- 
ing rights must be determined* "Harold L*^x?^^JE, ^^ine** g^osral' counsel of The Herald 
Tribune and a lecturer at th e Columbia UrSiiversity School of Journalism, wa.f? g™ 1 ^^ 
Jioiicd by tho Freedom' of" Information QoTnmittee of the American Society of Newspaper 
Editors to compile a manual of the government rules, regulations, statutes, and the 
applicable law, resulting in a study that is an invaluable aid in understanding and 
evaluating the unfortunately diminishing area of access to news sources, 

CIVIL LIBERTIES BRIEFS 

In Itta Bena, Miss*, whites and /Negroes joined together to restore a Nativity 
scene at a new Negro college after it was wrecked by white teen-age vandals ♦.* "Ninety 
nine percent of the hush-hush stuff iri ^government has, no more business being secret 
than the time of day", Bernard Baruch said when asked his opinion of secrecy at Con- 
gressional committee sessions * ♦ .In Cambridge, Mass., a Superior Court judge released 
from prison a man committed 32 yrs* ago when the court found that he had been commit- 
ted to the state farm as a defective delinquent without receiving a reasonable notice 
of the filing of the application f or his commitment* * *In Oregon City, Ore*, a 57-year 
old man was freed after more than 24 yrs* in prison for what should have been a 5-year 
burglary term* * »The Klu Klux Klan is a "cancerous growth as destructive of basic civil 
liberties as Communism itself", v a special Federal grand jury -declared in Miami after 
a month— long study **bf Florida testimony *• • 
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-Security at p^wt^ 1 and ^eiaWskip in -the- Ku .Kiuk Jato\kVw»T? • 3 
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^ftejtaoranduBi ^s6: entm^v^e& ^m^ei^ of prp^siSjons in. 
cnrrent idfi^i^' &t? #€$f a" l^is&sienlj • ift^apoitr^tits pv&yiislimg • ' ' . 

, iri.' Mo fS3$t» .:£ncXuded %%}.■ nt%t$$&el? '«&i?abXi&h$s. a 
; si,ngle_ 4 om pf prpgram for dsimrttaents an& &genci|>s.,/ Sine •.. 
test; of security rathfer than Xpyatty is:".&ppi.i'e4 to empipy&entr 
eligibility. (3) Increased estphaais is given to holding reports [\ 
and other iix^es^iga-tjive iSKfc.eri.ai confidential* £t is. noted drcter 
stat^- gtich material regains property of investigative agency .• 
•aSay* *Jith consent .of investigative agency, be loaned to other: 
/agencies' participating " in' the. Security £rbgrattu (%). Provision Is 
'made , fo# pohtinMhg study pphcerning teMe&cies totted, unfair/ , . 
treatment of >em%f)%ee& f ; ' .\; >.\ •> . ,,' - ; «v"-.V-\ 
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HOnt.e £et3V*Staff' tftuhsel. of th#; American.' Giyii .Iiifeerti^ 1foibn>. ; [ 
"burnished a copy of & a&e&orandiM da£ed 2&* %9$3$ 'f»6HL &a-tric& 
4<!ttrphy Haiin,je EkepiAti^e Mrectjpr* American Civil Hherties; Onion, • 
to IJeplAty- Attorney fe^neraj* Eogers,,.< Olvii j&ervice Odiumissioh , 
'Chairman £&£up I-fcSEreil Safcb* J^ecutive Assistant* . 

Office of th-€>. Assistant to the* tfri^ident,, fhis^ mesaora^dtim 0Phr j *. y. 
tained the American £ivii liberties tfnipn*s suggested amendments, 
in EO lOij^O and in the Sample. Security Eegulatiohs ism<s.d by th.e 
Department in connection- Tt-^th this: Order* ; Mr* £evy>& lette^ • 
advised it has peenrrsd to hiEtilr., iIichol,s. tttay b.& interested ih * ; 
the suggestion Actu made, to :th© Attorney &#n©rai. and th^. GpfXb . ■ 
Service 0PB3jai.ssion to .aiupnd th0 Sample gec^rity aegeiia^ions to . , 
permit, iimited .cros^esaMnatiPn. ;of informants:,^ • ' ' - , • ' • *' \. 
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statsteiii' of ^rge^ &gai»&# 3&'e&,i&'&s'' ; 
.ftoiBpa.et?& ft$ai£,.ft» -$e??Bii#- m& ia& . 

• ither-efaf t^j? the^ ests£s : • wi.ii M ;0Pnj3±dei*e>& A legal oi£ipe;?'&nd" * 
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fcp.till departments age.no£##* end Site 2)4p^ik^t. > iix'.d^awi% 
up/3?i&es r.egaj?dlng the^ad^u&lea^pn p?pp#.ss tm.m cas^s, ' > '. • *• 
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ORegon 5-5990 Alan Re it man, Public Relations Director 

< 'Weekly Bulletin #1597 ' ^^m^g^g3 

* ^ . ACLU URGES HEARING FOR ALIEN DETAINED ON ELLIS ^^^iJ^^^^? % \ 

> Attorney General Herbert Brownell, Jr*., was urged by the American Civil 4? 

vji-borties- jUnion- --t-hda- week- -to- grant* I~gnatz- Mezei, , an- t -a;lien presently aUt'erned art iE3?ljf s 
Island, a hearing, with notice of reasons for his detention* 

| Thel United States Supreme Court, in a 5 to 4 decision, recently refused a 

heading 1 t&:Mezei, an inimigrant who has been detained at Ellis, Island for over two 
years, after futile attempts were made to seek, him entry into European and Latin 
American countries <, The refusal to a hearing was based on the claim of the Attorney 
General that such a hearing would reveal confidential inf ormation which would be 
dangerous to the Nation's security* 

The Union *s views were set forth in a letter signed 'by its Bgard Chairman, 
Ernest Angell, and its executive director, Patrick Murphy Malin. 

The ACLU officials emphasized that they were making no judgment of any evi- 
dence that the Justice Department might have oh Mezoij however , they stressed that 
the battle against Communist tyranny is being fought to protect such principles as 
fair hearings* 
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The letter to Brownell went on to say that Mezei should be grant e^_a_he„arXng.,* ~j 

with notice of the reasons for his detention, "consonant with the traditions "of our j J 

3ill of Rights , which we are so stoutly defending today in the struggle.; against, £ 

A similar letter was sent to Senator William Langer (R»-N*D*), expressing "sup^""^ 
port of his bill which would provide a hearing for Mezei* 

SUPREME COURT OKAYS ARMY'S COMMISSION DENIAL TO DOCTOR WHO PLEADS SELF-INCRIMINATION 

In a 6—3 decision, . the U*S> Supreme Court has upheld the action of the Army in 
denying' a commission to Dr. Stanley J* Orloff, who had refused to answer questions . 
concerning membership in the Communist Party* Orloff, too old to be drafted under 
the regular draft, was drafted under the Doctor's Draft Law, which authorizes draft- 
ing of older men in "medical 'and allied specialist categories'"* 

In a loyalty certificate, required for commissioned officers, Orloff refused 
to answer questions as to whether he is pr- lias' ever been a member of the Communist 
Party, "relying on his. privilege against "self-incrimination* On the same ground, he 
further refused information as to association with organizations on the Attorney 
General's list* Orloff was finally given duties within the medical field,, but was 
not allowed to administer drugs and certain kinds of treatments « He sued out a writ 
df habeas corpus * * 

"Ih~ari opinion wr/±tten by Justice Jackson,, the Court denxed"15he writ, holding 1 
that the government was correct when it admitted that doctors drafted as doctors must 
bo used as doctors'* However, it. refused Dr. Orloff »s contention that he must be 
cither commissioned or discharged*. The Court held that there is no requirement that 
"11 such persons be commissioned or- discharged, that commissioning is a matter of 
discretion,, and that though Dr. Orloff iriay be the first to be denied a commission • 
'it may also bo that he is 1 the first doctor, ,tp ^haggle, abput^ questions concerning his 
oyalty"* Commissions are given to those l ±vi wiiom £he 4 President reposes "special.^ 
,;;>ust and confidence in (their) patriotism, valor, fidelity and abilitie s " * fc]^}/0 



WOT RECORDED 

The Court further held thai- xfe would not intervene by habeas cdrpusgtpitdetpr^co 
mine whether specific assignments given to £>r£d£f ' were' : M8P£r> for they could^ not V ' 
-un the Army. Asserting that "Discrimination^ ia Unavoidable in the Aranr 11 .* . the Court s S 
pointed out that some doctor, willing to tell- whether he was a member of the .Commu~ ~' 

3 oJr 



v'$Mm i^lSf 3 ^ t^S^^ sv ^^y haVe h ^ to £'° to "the Korean conflict in Orloff fs place*. 



In a dissenting opinion written by Justice Frankfurt er£ joined by Justices 

. a £4 ^SHS^A, 1 ^ J^g ,ar^ed that the Doctor's Draft 
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Law, a doctor must be given a c6mmissloh or a discharge^ if he is found unfit for" the 
commission* In another dissenting Opinion b^ Justice Black, concurred inby Justices 
Frankfurter and Douglas, it was further argued that if there was any genuine doubt 
about Dr. Orloff's loyalty "it seems unthinkable that any responsible person in the 
armed forces would be willing to let him have any part in the treatment of sick and 
wounded soldiers" ♦ He felt that the Army thought Dri Orloff was dependable and that 
he was being held in the~ Army actually to be punished for his having claimed the 
privilege ♦ 

The ACI/LPs position in the case was that the government was wrong when it 
originally contended . that doctors drafted as doctors .could be used in other positions i 
It now has under study the question of whether it is a violation of civil liberties 
for the Army to refuse a commission to an individual who has asserted the privilege 
against self-incrimination* 

DOUBLE « JEOPARDS P-I&A-.- -FA-II^, I& SUPREME COURT' " V " 

The protection from double jeopardy - safeguarding a defendant from having to 
stand trial more than * once on the, same charges - afforded under the Fifth Amendment, 
was by-passed in a recent U*S. Supreme Court decision. 

The case involved a unique North Carolina law which allows a second trial when 
the prosecution does not have its evidence ready at the first trial. The law was 
upheld by the Supreme Court in a 6-2 decision. 

The petitioner was David Brock, an employee on strike from a mill at" Tarboro, 
N.C.. He and two other men had been arrested for firing five shots from a passing 
auto into the house of a watchman at. the mill. The other two - Jim Cook and Elmer 
Matthews - were t^ied first and found guilty of assault with a deadly weapon. Before 
judgments were entered on their convictions, Brock was placed on trial, and the State 
put Cook and Matthews on the stand, "intending to use their testimony to corroborate 
that of other witnesses* Both refused to answer the State *s questions on the ground 
that such answers might tend to incriminate them, and the trial court upheld their 
refusal to answer.. - w ^ - - 

After the Supreme Court of' North Carolina affirmed the convictions of Cook 
and Matthows-r the State impanelled a jury for the second time. Brock objected— that' — ~ 
on the grounds that this placed him in jeopardy a second time, and thus denied him 
due process of law, contrary to the provisions of the Fourteenth Amendment* His 
objection was overruled* 

Cook testified as a witness for the State, and Brock was found guilty and 
sentenced to two years 1 imprisonment. He appealed to the Supreme Court of North 
Carolina, which affirmed his conviction* 

In the U.S. Supreme Court, Chief Justice Vinson offered a strong dissent, 
pointing out that the State should have known at the time of the first trial that it 
could not present a complete case because Cook and Matthews would not be willing to 
testify while their own criminal cases were up on appeal. He pointed out that the 
defense could not "'have the right to ask for a mistrial because it had done poorly, 
and that the prosecution should not have greater rights. 

Writing a separate dissent, Justice Douglas stated that the North^C'arol-ina 
courts had themselves once condemned this type of procedure, and that |the promise of 
prote^cHJxon^from double jeopardy was lost by this ruling. J J 



CENSORSHIP DRIVE BEATEN IN MINNESOTA [ 



U ITZ^S?^^ suffered a severe setback in Minnesota recently wnen^Tigor, \s pub? 
Ixe opposxtkon kxllod a legislative proposal to broaden the state's 1 obscenxl; ftatute 

f^irp7^ P °^ tinS °^ T ^ W ° main defect s of the bill, the National Co^cT3Ton ^Freedom 
^ J^?? 3 h3 £* an ACLU affiliate, said that the -new law would authorize a finling 
^ Its rS^-i^T 0 ? ateria ?- merel y "contained" objectionable matter, without regard 
>ri1<S ^ ontxre. contents; and that it would declare obscene dialogue 

y corruption oTVho lan £? a S° Amoral and depraving in its nature or tending tfward 
•esSnt ^ntf" t h ^ m ° r& } S ? f youth, without regard to whether there is clear and 
3ounc2 caTfed f or d^l^^ woxad excite sexually impure and lustful acts. The 
-nd fode^ ^ S f thC b1 ^ 1 as a violation in fact and intent of state 

iS-d^nS ^ruSe e as S o°fbS e s e ce?^f *~ b ""»- ° f ±tS ™*"»— a » d 

ran A S soSi^S e o ?M? ranC ^°V h ? ACLU ' th ° ^ esote library Association, the Ameri- 
-roups lit the « L+ <Z ?Z Xt7 Prof,s * s °™> Twin City Book Roundtable, and other 

n fight xn the successful campaign against the proposed legislation 

S^^^^^^!^^^^ 1 "?^- ^Vetiv werf Ihei^weS^aSned, 
-ooperatxve efforts that the publxc hearing on the bill, even after adjournment to 
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the largest room in the Capitol building, was crowded to overflowing, with oppone ^ 
of the measure* Lawyers, librarians,,, an Episcopalian minister > and a rabbi spoke^ 
against it* Toward the end of * the. hearing, the principal author of the bill 
announced that he and the othejr authors in both House and Senate would prepare a sub- 
stitute that would eliminate all the objectionable features of the original* 

When, several weeks later, the same groups found the substitute bill unsatis- 
factory and indicated their intention to oppose it as they had the original, it was 
killed in the House committee and died a natural death in the Senate* 

The legislators agreed, with some amazement-, that this bill had caused more 
excitement than any other during the current session* 

SUIT FILED IN CHURCH-STATE CASE IN ILLINOIS 

An Illinois mother has brought suit against public school authorities on the 
grounds that her two children -are forced to att.end- a Catholic parochial school that 
is improperly supported by public funds,* 

The case of Mrs.* Dorothy D* Larson, of Johnsburg, 111*, is supported by the 
Chicago Division of ACLU* Two of the defendants named in the suit are Richard L* 
Tazewell, Superintendent of Schools for McHenry County, and Vernon L* Nickell, State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction^ 

The complaint charges that the Johnsburg Elementary School is listed in the 
official Catholic Directory as a parochial school, notwithstanding the use of public 
funds exclusively for its operation* The principal and all teachers, it states, are 
Sisters and wear religious garb. 

Among other charges, the complaint alleges that regular school time is used 
for the study and recitation of prayers that constitute a part of the religious train- 
ing of the Catholic Church, that many of the textbooks are specially prepared for 
parochial school use, and that "schoolrooms have been profusely .decorated with reli- 
gious symbols peculiar to the Roman Catholic church"* 

Mrs* Larson, a member of the Lutheran Church, claims that her children "have 
been proselyted" by various teachers* 

In tracing 1 the history of the school, the complaint states that about 15 years 
ago the local public school building burned down and as a temporary measure the stu- 
dents were sent to St* -John^s Parish 'Roman Catholic Church, Not long after-, it states, 
'ohe. parochial" school w£,s discontinued, the building rented - to the local school board, 
and the > teachers — belonging to a Catholic religious order - were hired as teachers 
of the Johnsburg, Elementary School* 

' Arthur Cushman McGiff ert, chairman of the" ACLU group, commenting on the 
action/- stated: ' 

"In supporting Mrs. Larson's case, the Union is in.no way motivated by ah 
unfriendly attitude toward the church in question* We are seeking to clarify a prob- 
lem that has developed to a point where there is a violation of the law and of our 
American traditions* We grant this church the rights and freedom given all other 
churches and will support this 'church arid ' its- members 1 freedom at any time* in the 
future should their freedom be endangered • J r ~ „ 

In all, there are some 30 cases in Illinois where parochial schools are sup- 
ported by public funds * : 

The position of the national ACLU in such bases was mad£ clear in the E>ix6h, 
Now Mexico case in 1951* The Union argued then that members of religious orders, , 
should not categorically be barred from teaching pbsts,. but that evidence of use of , 
the classroom for indoctrination of religious views "must L be Shown; it did vigorously 
oopose the wearing of religious garbs or the exhibition of religious symbols in the 
lassroom and the use of public funds for textbooks for parochial school s/budents # 



CIVIL LIBERTIES BRIEFS 

The first Immigration visa for a Japanese \ national to enter "the/ United States 
as a. potential citizen' has been granted 'under the " McCarran-Walter Act which allows 
T ipan,an annual quota of 100,* .The United States Court of Appeals has ordered a new 
' rial for police officers of Cicero, 111* convicted on charges of violating civil 
*ights in connection with the 1951 race riot in this Chicago suburb... A statement de- 
bouncing the "undemocratic methods" of Congressional investigators, the Smith Act, 
the McCarran Internal Security Act, and 1 the imposition of loyalty oaths on teachers 
ras issued by The Commission on Justice and Peace of the Central Conference of Ameri- 
can Rabbis**. Two Georgia legislators have denounced as propaganda the musical hit play, 
''South Pacific",, after its- run. in art Atlanta* theatre, and vowed to introduce bills to 
outlaw movies, p'lays and musicals' having "ah underlying philosophy inspired by Moscow" #> 
..'hey ^s aid the song "You've ;Got to -be' taught" urged Justif icatLoh of Ihteri^cdXL marriage « 
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SUBJECT:: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



DATE: July 21+ , 19 $3 



SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-16826) 

.Professor HUBERT -^HERRING fc£ 
Information Concerning: ' 



On June 23, 1953> Sgt.. MARC PECK, Clareiiiont Police 
Department, California, advised that Professor HERRING had* 
the same day requested the Claremont Police ^Department to j£ 
furnish a certificate to the effect he had no criminal record 
in that Department. Onis request was in connection with pass- 
port application of Professor HERRING, No. 128001. 

Sgt. PECK advised that HERRING is presently employed 
at Pomona College and was listed in Fourth Report - Un-American 
Activities in California - 19^8 (Report of the Joint Pact-Finding 
Committee to the 19^8 Regular California Legislature) .. 

This report oh page 109 reflects that the name 
m Prof . HUBERT HERRING^ appears on a letterhead of the Member- 
ship Committee of the ^Americ an Ci vil Liberties Union , in Southern 
California dated December 23> l"9!+6» ! """"" 

There is no additional information available at Los 

Angeles.- 

Ohe above is for information of Bureau so that the 
State, Department might be advised if so desired. ^ 
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Weekly Bulletin #1602 t 
& V 
ACLUHITS LACK OF DUB PROCESS IN UN EMPLOYEES CASE 



The American Civil Liberties Union this week filed a brief with the __. _., 
istrative Tribunal asserting that the righV of "due process of law w Iiad Been denied^ 
20 dismissed. American employees of the United Nations o ' 

The Tribunal, created by the General Assembly y will sit in July at the UN 
Headquarters to near the cases of the American employees who were summarily dis- 
missed by former Secretary-General Trygve Lie for refusing to answer questions of 
the Senate. Internal Security Subcommittee in 1952. concerning past or present CointoL- 
nist beliefs and associations and invoking the Fifth Amendment, privilege against 
self-incrimination* 

The- 'Union*s brief 3 emphasizing the group's opposition to Communist totalita- 
rianism,; focuses on the single, question of whether the employees were accorded 'due 
process of law. It contends that they were denied charges, hearings, and findings 
in accordance with UN rules and that the Secretary-General abused his powers by 
summarily dismissing' the employees for invoking a constitutional rights The Secre- 
tary-General contended that invoking of the Fifth Amendment gives rise to serious 
doubt about the employees * integrity and conveys "the suspicion that they were plot- 
ting to bring about the violent overthrow of the government of a member nation," and 
so justified summary dismissal without, further charges or hearings© 

„ . _ Tii-ira s ^ r>^nx±^ zrar-.G w &r:3X^ . -elaim^t h e _ ACLU brief states, "is that by invoking 
their constitutional privilege b^.otheApplicants : created about ^he^elves^ den atmds- ~ 
phere of possible criminality, that they thereby became unfit to work for the United 
Nations, and that he has the power summarily to make such a determination and dis- 
miss them, 

"It is contrary to all concepts of fair play and justice that, such punishment 
shall be effected without proof of guilt by the judicial processes i^ivers ally 
recognized,^" , ^ 

The conclusion that the dismissed employees "were tainted With criminality' 
was reached without hearings of any kind", the brief points out : « '"No proojf was 
off ered #<) 0 t6 substantiate the serious, charges made against the applicant > No oppor- 
tunity was given to anyone to test whether the charges wore applicable- altogether*, 

"In* view of the serious consequences,* . e pf the termination ofstheir employment 
under a cloud af criminality,, a due regard for the universal concepts^of just proce-- 
dure requires* t?fre ^jgpliq&tion of due process safeguards o" 

The twenty fift^^d employees are represented by counsel* The ACLU T s inter— > 
vontion by a brief aj3 a "friend of the* court" was permitted by the Administrative \ 
Tribunal*^ it was prepared by Hilton M* Cdrrow tof the Jtfew York bar on behalf of the 
^TTnioi^s TJommxtrtee oil ^ternatlbnaX "Civ3il Xiberties, *head"eaT^by Trofe£sor~ Tj5borl5"Hr* — — — 
Madder' of Columbia t^Iniversity as chairman^ former Judge Dorothy Keiiyon as vice- 
chairman, and Roger -N* fealdwi^^^the, qommi|:t^e 1 s executive officer* 

POLICE BRU^AT^XTYl CASE IN MARYLAND I^OINTa :UP POLICE COMPLAINT BOARD NEED ^"^1/ 

The 3fervlanoV.CJ.vil Liberties Committee .has made an? issue of the Wilkins case* 
in Bal titf otfe^ staging that this incident points up "the need for the .creation of a 
board/ >tbr investigate complaints against the police*, J^AjT^LZP ^Z^tffi & v * 

//. ^ t? . INDEXED - 209 >$£ot reco^d^d 1 - _ 

- The wiling incident; arose when Mrs** BerniceT^Sltelns^ £a 22~vear old housewife^ < 
refused /bo "^.et d*Mpp3^aan through her h@|'e, togmake repairs on the roof of an adja-* : 
>lj con ' fc . ho$se 0 ^ojice -fee called a scuffle foXLowed^and Mrs* Wilkijis "was arrested 

pxi a charge v of disorderly -conduct';, which was later dismissed* She complained that ry ^ : 
police forced, .her to, leav^, her home for the police station without giving her time .nQ^{ "' r . * 
^h'ld^^ ^ 6 ^ ree ^ °io^tes A 9^-t,o arrange for' someone to take care of her" three >^?C 

£ki?IC^9^^RTHSR iNFOHMATS&M FURNISHES* ON RSQUB^ '' \ , 
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Mrs* Wilkiris subsequently brought a &35,QOO suit against two police offie^rsff' 
charging false' arrest and fraudulent accusations * She alleged humiliation, disgrace, 
mental anguish, "facial injury, torn clothing^ and nervous collapse were the results 
of the incident* ^^^^ 

Col* Beverly Ober, police commissioner, investigated the case but stated, that 
"the only incorrect action on the* part' of the officers was that they had. failed to 
charge Mrs* Wilkins with assaulting an officer ♦ He also stated that the police were 
not told that the children were being left in the house,, but that prompt arrangements 
were made to put them under the care of their grandmother a 

The Urban League as well as most of Baltimore's leading Negro groups took an 
interest in the case* Following the police commissioner^ report on the incident, 
the^Maryland Civil Liberties Committee in a statement signed by its chairman, Ralph 
B^T Edwards, sai*i: 

"Perhaps we are, obtuse,, but Colonel Qber f s report on the Mrs. Bernice Wilkins 
case seems to us to leave many pertinent questions unanswered » Until we have these 
answers we cannpt help but conclude that the actions of our police were not entirely 
a credit to Baltimore, to Maryland, or to America^" 

The statement also went on to point out that it is the duty of the police "to 
show proper consideration for law-abiding householders even in the face of misunder- 
standing and irritation*" 

The statement concluded with the comment that "if this case "has a redeeming 
feature, it may be ,that it directs our attention to Senate Bill No. 26&»" Now pend- 
ing;, this legislative bill would provide "for a trial board to act upon complaints 
against the police*" 

FEDERAL JUDGE RULES GRAND JURY, CANNOT CONDEMN INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT INDICTlxENT 

In a novel case, Federal" District Judge Edward Weinf eld in New York City 
criticized a, grand jury for condemning individuals without indicting "them and ruled 
it could not make recommendations to the legislative and , executive departments* He 
pointed out that one of the original purposes of the grand jury was to protect indi- 
viduals against unfounded Recusations of 'crime, and that it was thai t?rore - imprpps9« 

for the grand jury to accuse an' individual who would not have an opportunity to 
defend himself in a court trial, and could not even make public what he had said 
before a' grand jury* The fact that, such a practice had been going on for the past 
16 years, Judge Weinf eld held, \did\not make it proper*, Ttfhilo the .strand jury might 
possibly make reports of a general nature about community cond;. s, he held that 
the grand jury could not publicize inferences of guilt* v > 

- 

The case arose out. of an investigation b^ * York grand J&ry into possible 

perjury and conspiracy loy leaders of alleged Ccmmum.sT.^^ilnated unions in signing 
Some non-Communist affidavits required by the Taft-Hartley Law* The court 'found 
that the names of 13 union officials who were referred to in the presentment had 
been deliberately leaked to the press a The court -also condemned the improper ques- 
tioning by the grand jurors into witnesses * views on belief in God, baptism, atheism, 
and agnosticism* These questions, .rul,ed the court, were "highly improper" in a free 
society such as ours© 

ACLU, AMERICAN LEGION DEBATE IN .AKRON-, OHIO 

A representative of the American Legion shared a debate platform with an ACLU 
speaker in a recent forum in Akron 5 Ohio on civil liberties, , 



"The general tone of the meeting was high," reports Prof* Gabe Sanders, chair- 
man of ACLU's Akron Chapter. "There was no name-calling, and although the Legion man 
indicated disagreement with some ACLU positions, there was no reference to last 
year*s Legion Convention call for an investigation" of ACLU." 

There was considerable disappointment, Sanders reported, over the failure of 
Judge Bruc<3 J^^Wejiderson, until recently national chairman of the Legion *s national , 
security commission, to talk about specific civil liberties issues** "He spent a lot of 
tir^e trying to convince the audience that the Legion was democratic 9 and what a 
swell bunch of fellows they were* Henderson spoke a lot about defense against sabo- 
tage, very little about guilt by association^ intellectual conformity by fear and 
intimidation » On occasion he was pressed to admit that pur national security pro- 
gram had not always* been perfect. 

"The audienjfe Sanders concluded, l learned the ACLU position— presented by 
attorney Jos eph fiyrRauh - 9 Jr » , o f Washington— directly, the Legion position by indi- 
rection, %y u '^a^^tiona^s onDinitt od * " 
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Proceeding the forum, which" was entitled "Is our National Security Program 
Undermining our Civil Liberties?", the Akron Beacon Journal published an editorial 
commending the theme of* the projected discussion and the selection of speakers from 
groups with such different views on civil liberties. The editorial recalled last 
year*s Legion resolution asking a Congressional investigation of AGLU, and noted t 
"Wot even the most avid Red-hunters in Washington have seemed interested in following 
up that suggestion- perhaps because the ACLU f s record speaks for itself." 

PROBE OF ALLEGED SUBVERSIVE MATERIAL IN SCHOOLS BLOCKED ^^333 

A solid victory for civil liberties was scored in Marin County, California, 
where a State Un-American Activities committee sought to hold a public hearing on 
charges of subversive literature in the public schools* So strong were the: protests 
led by the Northern California ACLU, the San Francisco Chronicle and the San Francis- 
co News, that the "public hearing" was rechristened a "public meeting", and when 
that proved equally unpalatable, the investigation was called off altogether «■ 

'Originally the hearing was scheduled by a committee member 5 State Senator 
John F. McCarthy, to "air" charges by unidentified persons that UNESCO material and 
the Communist Manifesto were subversive and should not be used in the schools. In a 
letter to the Cemmittee*s chairman, Senator Hugh Bums> the ACLU branch said that a 
minority group of no more than 20 persons was "attempting to exploit your committee 
&s a sounding board to develop a spurious Red scare in the Marin County public 
.schools," a statement based on the fact that the community h&d already dealt deci- 
sively with the problem several months before© 

At that time, a citizens' committee investigated the situation, and by a 13 
to 3 vote rejected efforts, led by the American Legion, to ban UNESCO material from 
classrooms* Thereafter, the M&rin County Council of the Legion had joined in a 
statement approving the study of UNESCO and other-" United Nations agencies* 

Asking for ! ".a representative and critical audience" to attend the hearing, 
the conservative Sah Francisco Chronicle said: "It devolves upon the public to see 
that it does not beqome an inquisition. Any attempt to produce a hippodrome, to 
spread malicious gossip or unsupported hearsay against any teacher or group, any 
attempt to create a false issue, should be noted and protested." 



Similarly strong protests from, other newspapers and the ACLU, plus Chairman 
Burns's announcement that he would have no part of such a hearing, plus last minute 
repudiation of the idea of the hearing by the local American Legion, caused a hasty 
cancellation of the hearing by Senator McCarthy, and his admission that it was 
"scheduled without sufficient consideration, given to the inherent dangers therein. 

"The reputations of loyal teachers could be unjustly attacked and damaged^" 
he said. "Moreover, it is not the province of the Legislature to arbitrarily deter- 
mine what publications used in the public schools may be deemed subversive," 

Tn © Chronicle editorialised that "here is direct and refreshing notice that 
McCarthy is concerned with the means of his committee as well as its ends; that lie 
will not lend himself to book— burning enterprises; that ±i& maintains a decent regard 
for the rights of individuals and. does not intend , to. trample on them in any excess 
of zeal for ^results f ♦ His statement impelled the American Civil Liberties Union to 
applaud his regard for Vcivil liberties and fair play* and to, commend his courage * 
The Chronicle gladly joins in that applause and that commendation*" 

CIVIL LIBERTIES BRIEFS 

A bill was introduced in the Connecticut state senate that would out law dis- _ _ 
crnmlncition because of race, color, or creed in admission to non«denominationaI tax- 
exempt collpges and universities* A similar bill introduced in the 1947 and 1949 
sessions" of the General Assembly was defeated.. ..Sixty-five percent of Manhattan com- 
mercial employment agencies are willing to service Orders for stenographers which 
specify that only "whit© Protestants" will be acceptable, despite the 1945 New York 
State Law Against Discrimination, which makes such discrimination illegal, the Com- 
mission on Law and Social Action of the .American Jewish. Congress found. "I would 
suggest that in matters of politics *and publio affairs,, we put our trust- not in Mr* 
Eisenhower or in Mr* Stevenson- but, rather, in the essential %£ the Bill of Rights. 
Because if that goes, all goes," declared "commentator Edward R*. Murrow in an address 
at New York City College... A bill for an act that would "guarantee the full and equal 
enjoyment of* all places of public accomodation and amusement 1 ! without racial restric~< 
tions and "subject only to the conditions and limitations established by law or appli— 
cablj alike to all citizens" has been pass.ed by the House of the Montana Legislative, 
Assembly and is awaiting action by the state's senate-. After receiving the required 
special permission, H&rian Anderson has made her first commercial appearance in Con- 
stitution, Hall, Washington, since the Daughters of the American Revolution barred her 
f ourteen, years- ago-.. « * - - 
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August 10, 1951 



Mr. Louis Mchols 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, B.C. 



EWS11 




Dear Lou; c i 

I thought you would he interested in the copy 
of the enclosed press release onTGoveraor Pine's 
attack on EBI enforcement of the federal civil rights 
laws. 

Sincerely, 



Herbert Monte Levy 
Staff Counsel 



HML/jj 
Enclosure 
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FOR .RELEASE: MONDAY A«M. > AUGUST 10,. 1953 

Note to Editors: This story is, being released simultaneously in .New York, arid 
T^ashihgton>, D.» f C^ 

The American Civil Liberties; Union today (August 16) strongly defended the 
need for federal investigation by the Ffil into- violations of civil, rights in the, 
states*, 

The* Union wrote to Pennsylvania Governor John S^ Fine, who at the ^Governors 1 
Conference on August 3 attacked federal civil rights laws and FBI probes in the 
states, that "the sole reason, for federal intervention is usually the failure of 
state agencies to act in cases where individual rights may have been invaded* 

"Certainly the federal government has. the power to protect its citizens from 
deprivation of' their rights, and when such occasions arise., it is its duty to act*, 11 

The Union's letter, signed by its executive director., Patrick Murphy Malin> 
stated that in the absence of state action even stronger federal laws were necessary. 
The present laws, he said, represent an attempt to enforce the constitutional pro- 
tections guaranteed individuals, and expressed surprise over the attack on the FBI r 
"which, over-all, has an excellent record of enforcing these constitutional rights*" 

The full text, of the letter follows : ~~~ 

"We have noted with grave concern the newspaper reports of your attack on 
August 3 at the Governors' Conference against the federal civil rights laws and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation for its inquiries into alleged violations of civil 
rights in the states* As we believe you, share the devotion of all .public and law- 
enforcement officials and private citizens in support of the United States Constitu- 
tion, we are frankly puzzled by your statement, - For in our opinion and experience,; 
all that the federal civil rights laws represent is an attempt to make enforceable 
those provisions of the Constitution- which guarantee individual rights and provide 
the true meaning of our freedom and democracy* We are at a loss to understand why 
the FBI, which, - over-all, has ma4e an excellent record of enforcing these constitu- 
tional rights., should be the subject of such an attack-^espo.cially as your speech 
indicated rib "criticism of the FBI's investigative procedures y * but emphasized opposi- 
tion to its. coming* on to the. scene at- all* 

Such investigations "are in txq- way ah infringement of the police powers pf tl- 
The states are loft free to-, conduct their owri inquiries ♦ Indeed the sole 
f ederal intervention is .usually the failure of state agencies -to act in 
^dividual rights-may have been^irivadpd* Certainly the federal govern- 
jower to protect fijj'p .citizens from deprivation of r their rights > and whoi 
' arise,, it is .rLts duty to 1 act*. 

y operation of state government would be 
stigate every incident in state mental instn 
our opinion^ is unrealistic^ From our own 
We know that only a fraction of the Gom+* r 
y inmates of sucli institutions; are even on 
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their face valid Enough tb warrant an investigation* And from our experience in 
dealing' -with the f ederal governments wo know that the FBI will not initiate an 
investigation Sinless an apparent case of violation of civil rights has been\ demon- 
strated \ - ^ 

. The American Civil Liberties Union believes strongly that increased Action 
by our states to safeguard, individual rights is essential to the preservation! of 
our civil liberties* But in the absence of such aCtion> we suggest that eve^h ' 
stronger federal laws aire necessary* Penalties .under the present laws are exceeding- 
ly mild, and eveh when death occurs, as a result of a violation, the maximum pensili^y 
. that can be inflicted^ in the absence of a conspiracy,: is one- year in prison* Even , 
when there is a conspiracy to violate these laws, the maximum penalty is ten years * 
impris onmcnt • 

While education and group action has done much to reduce the number of 
assaults on individual rights, there is ample evidence that- in many states of our 
country the constitutional guarantee of civil rights is not honored* Cases of thxs 
kind frequently reach the United States Supreme Courts 

Wo respectfully, but vigbrously, urge that as the 'chief executive of one of 
our leading states, that you x reconsider your .statements We .submit that increased 
and improved implementation of the rights granted under our Constitution should be 
the goal of public officers ♦ These rights are the cornerstone of our free society 
and must be continually reinforced if we are to jnaintaih our f reedonu" 

Very truly yours, 



Patrick Murphy Malin 
Executive Director" 

B/7/53 
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Weekly Bulletin #160? /(/^ugust 17* 19*3 

' AOLtJ DEFENDS NEED FOR "FBI PROBES INTO VIO&iTiONS W. CVTLh KLGmS W STATES \ 

The American Civil Liberties Union this week strongly defended the need for 
federal Investigation by the FBI into violations of civil rights in the states. 

The Union wrote to Pennsylvania Governor John S, Fine* who at the Governor's 
j Conference on August 3 attac'&ed federal civil rights laws and FBI probes in the - 
'states, that "the sole reason for federal intervention is usually the failure oi 
state agencies to act in cases where individual- rights may have been invaded* 

"Certainly the federal government has the' power to protect its citiaens i from 
deprivation of their rights, and x*hen such occassions arise, it is its duty to aot. 

The Union's letter, signed by executive director Patrick .Murphy Malin, stated 
that in the absence of state action stronger federal laws were* necessary., ifle 
present laws/ he said, represent an attempt to enforce the constitutional pro- 
tection guaranteed individuals. 

Malin" also expressed surprise over the attack on the FBI, '[which, over-all. 





Federal investigations are no infringement of the states' police, powers,, the 
ACLU head said.. "The states are 1 left free to conduct their own -inquiries. 

To the argument that the orderly operation of state 'governinent would be 
interfered with if the FBI were to investigate every incident in state prisons 
and mental institutions, the ACLU replied that this charge was ''unrealistic. 
F£6m its experience with the federal government, it said, it knew that only a 
fraction of the complaints are valid enough to warrant investigati on and the 
will not initiate; an inquiry unless ah apparent violation of civil .rights has 
been dhown», 

While urging states %o take increased action to safeguard individual rights* 
.a step essential "to the preservation of civil liberties," the Union emphasized 
the need for stronger Tederal laws* Penalties for violation of federal civil 
rights statutes are mild, it said* Urging Gdvernor Fine to "reconsider his 
statement, the. Union said, - "we submit that increased and improved impleipent.ation 
pf the. rights' granted under bur Constitution should be the goal of public offi- 
cers*, 'Kiese rights^ ;are< the 'cornerstone of pur free ^society >and must be contajiu-rr: 
'ally jrein-forced if we^-3?e~*p--ma£ntaix^^ -~ - — - „ . . — 

ACLU REAFFIRMS* OPPOSITION TO R/IDIO-TY AND FILM. CODES 

ACLU has reaffirmed its opposition to motion picture and radio-TV codes 
which it .said restrict freedom of expression* The ACLU statement coincided with 
its expression of support for Otto Preminger, director and co-producer of the 
film, "The Moori Is Blue ^ who refused to make changes in the- film to meet the, 
■objections of the movie industi^^ self-censorship body, the Production. Code 
Admitilstration^ As a insult, the Motion Picture Association of America has re«? 
.fused to give the film its seal of approval* The: film has been approved .by 
state .censorship boards in New York, Pennsylvania-^ Illinpis and jfessachusetts^ 
and has been booked by several .exliibitors* fcT" f • ^ 

SEP 3~ " - - - * ' ~~~ ^ rj ^ . 
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In a. letter, to Preminger,. Slmer Hice, chairman- of the ACLU's National Council 
,qiv Freedom from Censorship, said: "We, of course^ are in no position to judge the 
merits of the play, but we approve your principle" of not submitting to the censor-* 
ship which is inherent in any submission to Code authority * ** 

In its statement on codes generally, the ACLU said: 

"Insofar as codes set forth limitations on what may be said, or done, they 
are restraints upon freedom of expression,, Whereas in the motion picture industry 
the major producers ,have combined to prohibit the use of certain subject matter in 
motion picture scripts, there is an effective restraint of trade in ideas* •♦.♦In 
the radio and television field, a code is even more vulnerable from a civil liber- 
ties standpoint because the subscribers to a code are operating their business on 
a franchise obtained from the public domain* ! * 

ACLU IN PHILADELPHIA SUGGESTS REVISION IN POLICE HANDBOOKS 

The" Greater Philadelphia Branch of the ACLU, which has been actively con- 
cerned with the practices of the Philadelphia Police Department and the Eulesand 
regulations under which they operate, has been asked by the city administration, 
including the Commissioner of Police, to express its views on questions of arrest 
and treatment of accused people by the Department • 

The ACLU responded by calling attention to the individual complaints which it 
has received of alleged unwarranted police behavior, and by preparing and submit- 
ting for consideration several documents which constitute a revision of two of- 
ficial city handbooks - "Police Rules and Regulations," and "The Book of Rules," 

The suggested revisions are the result of studies carried out by the 
Philadelphia ACLU 9 s Police Practices Committee covering those sections of the 
too handbooks which deal with arrest, treatment of accused persons, and warrants 
and searches % 

CORRECTION 

FEATURE PRESS SERVICE #l£93, published on May 11, 19£3* carried a story on the 
disruption of a meeting of the Chicago Council on American-Soviet Friendship by 
an anti ~C ojnm un ± s t group, "Friends, of the Anti ^Bolshevik Bl_oa of Nations.*" In de- 
scribing the rioting, the story said that books and literature were seized from 
the display stand and burned at a bonfire outside the meeting hall. The story- 
stated: "Among, .the, books burned, were 19 copies of Soviet Ci viliz ati on * a new 
book by fir* Corliss Lamont, author and lecturer in philosophy at Colunfcia Uni- 
versity." The s'tory went on to say that' the incident had been protested to Sen* 
Robert Hendrickson, chairman of the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Civil Liber- 
ties, and an investigation into the whole riot requested* The source of the 
story's reference to -book burning was" Dr t Lamont 1 s letter to Sen* Hendrickson 
which was publicly released oh April 27* 

On July 13, D r. Lamont wrote Sen* Hendrickson modifying his original letter* 
He wrote: ! %**-X want to make clear that in my. opinion I gave a somewhat over- 
simplified account of the affair*.,. As I piece together the various reports, it 
now appears that the mob seized the books and pamphlets on the literature table. ♦ f , 
kicked ■ around .and .trampled upon some .of these items in, the meeting hall, took 
most of the material out into the street, tore it into pieces, threw a large 
part of it on the bonfire and scattered the rest to the x^inds* Thus copies of 
my book, Soviet Cj vili za tion , were burned in tattered form* We were able 
cover a singed, part-copy of my Peoples of the Soviet Union which had bj 
this treatment and which I forwarded to you* The picture printed in^ " 
- <~dit.ipn_ P j» Chicago, Herald*? Ame rican definitel y shows the b^n i^^i 

being thrown upon it. Person ally i do not believe it is possible tc 
precise number of books and pamphlets burned, but only the totals deslS^ 
mob* 11 

The Chicago Police Department has .stated, that no book burning took place "at 
the riot* The four major Chicago newspapeis,, foe Sun- Times , the Tribune , the " Daily 
News and the He raid- American , according to a check made by the Chicago division of 
the ACLU^ carried" no pictures, of bonfires or book burning and did not refer in their 
stories to the burning of literature,. Qhe .picture of ^burning did appear, in the 
ger ai d- Ame r ic ah of April l3» This, showed a flag burning; while a woman held out a 
pamphlet toward the flame. 

Dr. Lamont has informed FEATURE PRESS SERVICE that he stands on his. report of 
the, incident, 'as modified in his letter , of July 13 to Sen. Hendrickson. He empha- 
sizes the picture" that appeared in the He raid -American on April 13 and says that 
while the number of ;books burned cannot be definitely established., some were as 
evidenced by the charred oopy of his Peoples of the Soviet Union* . He also adds, 
that he knows* eye-witnesses who saw a bonfire^ and the burning; of brooks . 

The Washington ACLU office reports that three hearings of S e n. Hendrickson 1 s 
subcommittee we^e scheduled to discuss the Chicago incident, but because of techni- 
cal rea'sons/were not held* Federal investigative agencies are looking into the case*. 
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A CLU CALLS AGAIN ON CONGRESS TO ADOPT FAIR INVESTIGATING PROCEDURES ^ 

The ACLU ^has again -urged Congress- -bo speed consideration of measures* to- estab~. 
lish fair procedures for its investigating committees. 

Three bills on this subject are now Ipefore the Senate Rules Committee, The 
Union has no special preference for any of the three bills, but requested hearings 
be held on them as early as possible* In a letter to the Chairmen of the Senate and 
House Rules Committees, the ACLU stated: 

"In our opinion, fair procedures for individuals called to testify is an essen- 
tial prerequisite of any investigation. It demonstrates support for the spirit of 
due process of law, and improves the efficiency of the legislative process, A com- 
mittee interested in eliciting' facts for the public *s information, or in developing 
information for possible legislation, must search for accurate information, and 
accurate information cannot be secured without a full and fair hearing," 

The letter went on to list what the Union considers "the essentials of fair 
committee procedures i 

"1, The right of a person to defend himself, including the right to testify- 
In his own behalf ; to "present -other evidence in, his, own behalf | to subpoena witnesses, 
both for and against him; to cross-examine his accuser within reasonable limits; to 
file- -a -statement ±n* hisr-xDwir^ behalff ird-have~*the~ nbppdr'tumrtr^r^trd be -accompanied and 
advised by counsel; and to receive advance notice of the charges against him, insofar 
as possible^ 

U2« ; To have only relevant ^questions asked a -witriessV 

"3, To give the witness a transcript of his testimony or other "individuals 1 
testimony affecting him* 

"_4» To have statements released by a committee only with full committee 
approval, " 

The letter ;also reaffirmed the ACLU's opposition to the televising of Congres- 
sional committee hearings until fair procedures are adopted* 

Shortly after* its letter was written, .the ACLU testified before a subcommittee 
of the House Rules Committee" which is holding hearings on the issue, Irving Ferman, 
Washington director- of the, ACLU,. urged the. subcommittee, to adopt rules of procedure 
that would protect individual, right to privacy from undue invasion by Congressional 
inquiries^, 



the possible curbs that might be placed to protect individual rights under the First 

Amondment < fqa- 

In answer \to questions posed to Mr* Ferman b>y Congressmen, he cited examples 
of undue invasion into privacy by Congressional* inquiry,* one of which, he said, was 
the questioning of New Xork Post editor James A, Wechsler by Senator-,. Mc Cart hyv: — 

7 AUG i§5& 

ORGANIZED- CAMPAIGN * LED BY CHICAGO ACLU, KILLS ILLINOIS "ANTI-SUBVERSIVE" BILLS 



- The Broyles ! "anti-subversive" bills have once more failed to become /law in 
Illinois, One of the two bills was rejected,. by a vet ex o£ Governor Strattqfri; the oth- 
was defeated in tbe legislature, * 
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Both bills were fough^ by a long list of organisation*? > headed by the Chicago 
division of ACIiU -which organized a strong campaign against the bills * and including 
the Illinois Bar Association, the major labor organizations, church groups k and 
veterans, organisations,. 

The "bill defeated in the legislature (Senate Bill Noi £01) would have set up 
a commission' to' investigate subversive activities at a cost of $65,000,; ACLU charged 
that the bill 'would organise a "fishing expedition** similar tq the investigation 
carried oh by Senator Broyles between 1.947 and ±<?U9, tthich "presented such a sorpr 
record that it was put out of business by tl*e legislature'^ la support of its .view 
that the probe would result in wild charges^ it cited testimony favoring the bill 
which called the American Friends Service Committee- the Quakers- and the Chicago 
Council Against Discrimination subversive* 

The second bill' (Senate Bill No, 102), vetoed by the governor, started in the 
state senate in the identical form in which it was vetoed by Governor Adlai Stevenson 
in 1951, Though ^fiu'ch tended in an effort to avoid defeat, this bill-, -patterned 
after dryland *a Ober Law, was, according to ACLU, "unnecessary and dangerous t " 

Among other things, the bill would have established a special attorney general 
whose job would be to gather data and oversee prosecution of persons and organizat- 
ions suspect of being subversive* It was also assailed for its loyalty oath -provi- 
sion for public employees, under attack especially for its loose investigating ^ pro- 
cedures* Another bill,, designed to censor school text-books, was also killed in the 
legislature * Educational groups, publishers, and the Illinois Manuf acturers Associ- 
ation joined the ACLU in this fight against censorship* 

The ACLU in Chicago sent out considerable material to newspapers in Illinois 
and to members of the legislature* Additionally, it sent out four mailings to approx 
imately 30,000 people in every county of the state * 

CHICAGO COURT UPSETS BAN ON "THE MIRACLE" IN ACLU TEST CASE 

The Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, has held that the city of Chicago 
cannot ban the movie, "The Miracle", on grounds of' immorality or obscenity* The test 
case was brought by the Chicago division of the ACLU to challenge tho validity of the 
Chicago censorship ordinance* j/ 

Judge Harry M. Fisher ruled that the ordinance as applied in this particular 
case was unconstitutional, but declined to rule on the constitutionality of the 
entire br&inancgu * " * 1 

Until the Supreme Court's "The Miracle" decision, Judge Fisher said, "it was 
supposed to be the law that moving pictures were simply a business operated for profit 
and, therefore, were subject to regulation and to prior restraint. It was under that 
concept of the law that the systom of censorship was drawn up throughout the country. 
Now that we have the final and authoritative advice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, holding that the moving picture, like the press,, is protected against all 
previous restraint, the validity of the entire system of censorship necessarily 
becomes very doubtful *" 

Beyond "very doubtful", howeVer, the court would not go* In ruling that the ^ 
film could not. be banned on moral grounds^, it pitted, the Supreme Court's opinion that 
"this film does not seem to be of the character that the First Amendment permits a 
state to exclude from public view* There is no e.scape from this conclusion," Judge 
Fisher said, "Accordingly, without delving further into the question of the validity 
of the ordinance involved, as to the right of censorship under any circumstances, or 
whether all attempts at previous restraint are, unlawful an d that , the State c annot „ ^ 
resort" to ^t he BriSinaT sta^ v 
not be suppressed by the City * 11 

The City is appealing this, decision to the Illinois Supreme Court > and the 
Chicago ACLU is now considering the advisability of a cross-appeal asking the Illi- 
nois Supreme Court to pass on the validity of the .entire censorship ordinance* 

BOOK NOTES 

The New Republic has published a special report on book burning, in Pf-^t 
reprinted from its June 29 issue which featured articles on this subject* The report 
entitled "Book Burning - A Special Report on the Censorship of Books *" is a roundup 
->:. -ecent censorship attempts in Various, cities > and includes pertinent excerpts ^ frci 

. transcript of Senator McCarthy's questioning of James Conant, U«S* High Commis- 
sioner for Qermany, before the Senate Appropriations .Committee* The report is avail- 
able in quantity lots at 460*00 per 1000 copies and 410*00 per 100 copies* IndivicUir 
copies are 15£»" Orders should bo sent to the New R epublic 's Washington office at 
1325 Jefferson Place N«W©,. Washington* D« C e 
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LACK OF DUE PROCESS NOTED IN MATTHEWS RESIGNATION 

The ACLU raised the question this week as to whether the recent offer aiid 
acceptance- both apparently under pressure- of the resignation of Mr. J. Matthews 
as executive director of jthe Senate Permanent Sub-Committee on Investigations may 
not have involved a violation of a principle of civil liberties* Matthews resigned: 
after an article he wrote in the American Mercury charging that Protestant clergymen 
were prominent supporters of Communism created a furor* President Eisenhower enter- 
ed the dispute when, in reply to a telegram of protest from the National Conference 
on Christians and Jews, he strongly hit back at the general charges. 

The Union expressed its concern in a letter to the three Democratic members 
of the committee, Senators McClellan, Symington, and Jackson,, who have themselves 
since resigned from the sub-committee chaired by Senator McCarthy,. "We do not 
think, 11 ' the letter stated,, "that free speech is violated by the mere fact of a per-: , 
son's dismissal; there is no constitutional principle that a person be allowed to 
say whatever he wants to say as a citizen, and still be entitled to employment for 
which what he says makes him unsuitable. We can easily imagine ourselves concluding 
that Mr. Matthews 1 American Mercury article was enough to demonstrate his disquali- 
fication for his post on the committee.o" 

As to due process, the Union said it had not been able to discover exactly 
what the regular procedure is before dismissal in such cases, nor* had it any knowl- 
edge of how much inquiry may have been made into Mr. Matthews 1 qualifications and 
disqualifications after €he question, arc&e, in &is, cas_e^ ; 

"But,/ 1 the, letter emphasized, "even when pressure may simply have accomplish- 
ed what we ourselves would have decided should be done, we must call the attention 
of all concerned against any -departure from, the due process of fair ^hearing and con- 
sidered judgment in arriving at such a decision, fre realize that,, in practical 
terms, it is now too late to do anything -about this in regard to Mr*, Matthews; but 
we earnestly hope that this vital point will be scrupulously observed hereafter ♦» 



In addition to pointing out the civil \ liberties issue involved in Matthews 1 
case, the Union f s letter hailed recent indications that Senator McCarthy's power is 
not unlimited. "As everyone knows," it said, "the American Civil Liberties Union *4 
has from the beginning expressed grave disquiet over, and resolute opposition to,, I 
those things- and only those things-? which Senator McCarthy has said and done 
adversely affecting civil liberties .our only field of competency and concern* We 
are therefore profoundly glad that, at long last, a manifold and determined effort 
is being made to bring his investigative activities within proper limits of content 
and methpd and influence." ' ^&/*~*/ //). ~* 

OVERSEAS NEW B 00K— LIBRARY PROGRAM POLICY HAILEEfl * 0 ^ RECORDED 
! ^ ; ; _ Tl3 WHJGill 1953 

A policy statement on the Governments Book and Library Program has cleared 
the air' of the confusion caused by the recent series of conflicta'nj^pronoimaejiie^ts^ 
charges, and countercharges • The new> and presumably final, policy was issued by 
Dr„ Robert Johnson, retiring head of the International Information Administration, 
with the approval of Secretary of State John Foster Dulles* 

By declaring that , books shpuld.be judged on the basis* of content and the 
special purpose they serve, the new policy modified an "earlier o&ficial statement of 
Secretary Dulles' that he did not think the works of Go^unist authors should be 
included in the overseas- libraries. u It is conceivable ^" Dr. Johnson said > "that 
the special purpose character of pur libraries may reqiiife the inclusion of books by 
Communists ah<| ^o^imi^Bt. is^pathizers if such aujbhbrs may have n^itteri something ^ 
which affirmatively serves fehdJ.£nds of democracy. There is no objection to the in- 
clusion of. such books so .long, as the purpose is clear.. Our libraries have acquired 
upme-vbdoks by Communists ^"Communist sympathizers 'tnltt have nothing to do with Com~> >^ 
muni,?m;*£ »Mf§X,er^ ^torxes*^ for example,, are a highly developed, form of, American lit* i& 1 
erawllr OKiimp^or huMotf Anthologies are another example .1^6: Remove or destroy 
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these books arbitrarily would be to defeat the very purposes which brought these 
libraries into being • 

"Concerning the selection of books," the statement continued, "it is not the 
obligation of the American Government to make -available in special-purpose libraries 
any books that advocate directly or indirectly the destruction of our freedoms and 
institutions • These libraries are in business to. ;advance American democracy, not 
Communist conspiracy* But the determination as to which books are to be placed in 
this subversive category calls for the most careful and skillful judgment ." 

Implying that groups such as Congressional committees did not meet these 
qualifications, Dr.. Johnson recommended that "the selection of books be entrusted to 
carefully selected advisory committees composed of people of unimpeachable reputa- 
tion who are experts in their respective fields * 

"In eliminating, books," the statement went on, ;"we should hot make the mis- 
take of excluding as Communistic all those books which contain any criticism of 
American policies or institutions, even though those books may criticize the same 
things that Communists also criticize. We don't want to create the impression that 
any American writer who honestly criticizes the policies of his Government is 
deprived of a place on our bookshelves abroad." 

The ACLU congratulated Dr. Johnson for his "comprehensive and intelligent 
policy statement," and noted that the Union was "particularly gratified to read your 
strong words about the importance of controversy, which is the essence of free dis- 
cussion." Dr. Johnson had stated that "America loves 'controversy, and indeed thrives 
on it. There is no reason why we need conceal this from the world. It is one of 
our richest assets. Let totalitarian nations advertise the fact that their people 
are -deprived of political dissent. For our part, we can speak up and out." 

The ACLU had previously called on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to 
conduct an investigation into the banning ,of books in U.S., Information Libraries 
overseas. 

ACLU HITS BRICKER AMBMDitEHT FOR CURBING- TREATY-MAKING- POWER 

The Bricker Amendment, aimed at curbing the treaty-making powers 6f the Presi- 
dent, would "completely cripple" the United States in its conduct of foreign affairs y 
the ACLU charged this week. 

A Union statement circulated to all members of the Senate was highly critical 
of the entire proposal^ which has been favorably reported by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. It directed its fire particularly at Section 2. That provision would 
require legislation by the whole Congress to validate every treaty which has any 
effect ori "domestic * concerns" and would leave the states free to adopt laws in con- 
flict with treaties.. 

"The cause of this revolutionary proposal in the Senate .lies in fears are 
aroused by human* rights; treaties, the area of primary concern to the American Civil 
, Liberties Union," said the statement prepared by the Union's -International Civil 
Liberties Committee. n , . 

"Fear £s expressed over the proposed Covenants on Human Rights., not even 
finished yet. Fear of interference has kept the Genocide Convention bottled up in 
the Senate for three years. Even the United Nations Convention on the Political 
Rights * of Women will not be submitted by the Administration for fear of Senate 
def eat^.^^^l^hje.s^ .concem^nd,of ^.States ^rights * $ 

The proposed amendment -would prevent any effective steps in those fields, to support 
international standards • 

"But in slamming the door on human rights treaties,, the door is closed to 
much else. Hardly a treaty in these days of broadening international action does 
not in some way affect matters of 'domestic concern 1 or 'States rights'. Among them 
are treaties of commerce and navigation, which affect the rights of our citizens 
abroad, treaties to control great social evils like the narcotics trade,- or diseases 
like' cholera or yellow fever, all kinds of international arrangements for disarma- 
ment, the curbing of aggression, the settlement of disputes by peaceful means." 



The Republican leadership announced late in the week that the amendment would 
be put aside until next year because of more pressing legislative business. The 
Senate is aiming at a July 31 recess.- 
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FROH L. B. Nichols 



SUBJECTS EBNES5? BESIS 

SECUEifl HAT2ER - C 

You will recall that I advised Patrick Halin, Executive 
Director of the^Imericah Givil Liberties pnign^ a»<* Herbert Monte 
Lew* : -'General CounseTri*f^he-^ of Ernest 

milk, Director^ the Northern California Affiliate of the American 
Civil Liberties tSion. Patrjfeliii made a special trip to the Coast 
to take up the matter with Bishop Parsons who was shocked at the 
information which Haiin disclosed without identifying sources. He 
stated he would have a showdpwia with Besig. 

Halin was in town today and came in tp see me briefly to 
advise he had several coxmminications with- Parsons and the sum total 
of the information was that Bishop Parsons had no knowledge of any * 
additional developments as a result of Besig' s representations^ . 
acting as attorney when he i£ not a member of the California Bar; |< 
that Besig knows the President of the California Bar Association ^ 
and he is going to approach him, to *e* M any Question has been raised V 
concerning him; that Besig was opposed, tip seeking admission to the , 
California Bar; that Besig denied he had U$ted J^prpperlyor had ^ 
any way obstructed justiclj that the Northern California^ Civil L ihertiej 
Union has now hired an attorney who is a member of the California Bar, - 
Lawrence Spieser; that Besig has been warned and Parsons feels there y 
will be no additional complaints. E 

Halin stated he appreciated our confiding in him and he • g 
wondered if we had any ideas a? to any additional action he could u 
take. I told him in view of the explanation that the National Head- ^ 
Quarters <s? the American Givil Liberties Union has no control over 5 
the Calif ott^a branch and the fact he had reported this t© the g 
Northern California branch,, it would appear to me to indicate he had § 
done all he could do; that certainly if he had control over the 
Northern California braheh, then I would have a contrary opinipn. I 
told him what was important was to prevent the obstruction of justice 
and this was our sole concern. p l , 

The San Francisco Office advised under date, of June 29, 
that James Perry, ah investigator ©f the State Bar of California, was 
still checking on the matter. The San Iraneisco office stated the 
Bureau would be advised of developments. I see nothing further fo^^s 
to do at this point. . - - 

ccs Mr. Ladd/ - . 

Hr. BeMont . not recorded 

ISNiMP%^c/Ta\ ' 136 AUG 
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FEDERAL JUDGE 1 UPHOLDS , COAST GUARD *SCREENIN&*PROG] 

Federal Di^te^ P* Murphy, in San Fran cisco « has^jipheM — 

conStitu£iena±i*E^^ Coast. Guard security screening program for m aritime employ-, 

1 ee^T^u^JicLS ruledJbtot_R^ l^LiL s pec if i^ca- 

ltion of '^aBy^cHar ges agaii^t^tH^T^^ 



Jntil now, an appellant in a Coast Guard screening case has received no specif 
ftfication of the charges, jagaihst .him^-JEt^sjiexfely .charged iihat .a.on^'.s, jclassifica?-- 
ftion as 'a "security risk" isy'based on the belief that he is affiliated -with, or 
sympathetic to an organization/ association,- group, or combination of persons sub- 
versive or disloyal to the Government of the United States *" 

Judge Murphy ruled that this was insufficient, and -while it was often not 
feasible to Reveal sources of evidence,, the appellant should be informed of the con- 
tent of the testimony against himv A bill pf particulars should be furnished him on: 

I\ demand, Judge Murphy said, and fie should be given an opportunity to rebut specific 
lallegations of .misconduct or other acts or associations -which are considered prpba- 
Itive*; 

However, Judge Murphy found that there were certain procedural safeguards 
which, could not- be granted!. "without jeopardizing the security program, among them the 
Opportunity- ifoi^^ -of -advers e-wdrtnesses^ -and*~he— - - 

also ruled that a maritime employee is not entitled to a hearing before being screen- 1 
ed as a security risk* He stated: "Public, necessity of a much less pressing order 
than the prevention of espionage a,nd sabotage has often been hold to justify admini- 
strative orders* or o^her action followed subsequently by a hearing* 1 ' In many cases,* 
maritime workers' have been charged as security rasks, and been unemployed for months 
before finally bejiig cleared*. 



11 



If? remad.nsi3>o be seen whether the Coast Guard will revise its- procedures for 
security :scrfcfehing in lane with Judge Murphy f s decision. 

FAILURE f 8 '#ELB;$0LDIER OF LEGAL RIGHTS UPSETS COURT MARTIAL CONVICTION 



Ima 2-1, decision, the U^S. Court 'of Military Appeals has reversed the murder 
conviction^ of Cb:^£rjy._^ Bejn^^Harvex*. _The ^jtwo Ser- 

vicemen B^cT'been senteiiceff^to' death for allegedly .murdering 1 a Koiiean civilian* The a 
case was reversed for. several reasons, but apparently all three judges agreed that Af\ 
there was failure to dbserve the Uniform- Code pf Military Justice** That Code pro- / * 
vides that no militancy personnel can question a suspect without, first telling him 
of the nature of the 'accusation and advising him thet he does not have to make any 
statement, and that any statement may be used against him. The Code further pro- 
vides that no Stateftieftt obtained in violation of this provision: -can be received in 
evidence in. a court martial trial, 

'A military poli.ee sergeant had askecf the suspects, without telling them their 
rights, -who had 4pne "the shooting, and the suspects had admitted it* The tria^-coutfe 
had admitted the ^sergeant's testimony to tl^is effje^t^ ^ffhe court held tha^tJnis ad- * 
mission :of -exidenfee was therefore clearly erroneous* ** * G/ ^J«2~^?" = ~* — i 

\, " pot r r -cor.c r .> j 

; DEWEI& SCHOOt Bt&RD, ADOPTS. BOOK CRITERIA FOR SCHOOLS @ 1953* 

The Qehver" SchtJpX Board .has 1 banned from the schools anyubook -whps.e^uthor does 
not support "the- prxftpiples.t American constitutional government*',"" 

The action >c ; amd tfoen-Che S.oard' urjahimou'sly^ approved new criteria fipr. the selec- 
tion of teMbbp&s^ $hd other ftfstructiorigt tmatlrials 0 The. textboald criteria were 
developed after a" Ipng s.tudy by the school^, 1 committees on instruction, and were pre- 
sented to thq^e^d, and endorsed,, by Dry Kdnr^bh E*. 'Oberholtzer,: superintendent of 
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of schools, last December* The Colorado branch of the ACLU, the' Citizens Committee 
for the Denver Public Schools, the Denver Federation of Teachers, and the- Denver* 
Americans for Democratic Action were among the .'groups opposing the adoption of the 
criteria* , . ; 

The opposition was v directed mainly at two requirements; the first that, "so 
far as can be ascertained, the author supports "the principles of American constitu- 
tional government"; and the second that, "the nature and content of the material are 
consistent with, the principles of American constitutional government." The Colorado 
ACLU, in presenting its. objections^ to the School Board, noted that these criteria 
would keep primary information regarding other forms- of government away from school 
children since its authors obviously wouldn't support American constitutional govern- 
ment, and advanced an alternative set of criteria which included suggestions that: 

"Material, should be judged in terms of its usefulness in developing students 
capable of participating creatively in the free institutions of a democratic society* 
This requires^ that students be exposed to. the doctrines- of differing* systems and 
ideologies • To insure that, their education shall be founded on full and true under- 
standing, no material should be forbidden or removed from classrooms solely on the 
grounds of political, economic, or social views expressed therein*" 

One of the criticisms of the new criteria is that it would prevent the works 
of Shakespeare from being used since the author believed t in the monarchial form of 
.government* , Pry- Oberholtzer replied. that— the criteria were. only „a_guide ,and that 
Shakespeare's- works would not be dropped, and that texts by foreign authors , "on 
mathematics, for instance," could be read. 

The criteria were codified and made formal, according to Dr. Oberholtzer, 
because qf .criticism voiced against* the banning, over a year ago, of 52 Public 
Affairs Committee pamphlets from the Denver schools ? - Among the pamphlets removed 
from the shelves at that time were Roger Baldwin f s "Human Rights", "Cartels or Free " 
Enterprise" by Thurman Arnold, and "What About Communism?" by Arthur Schlesinger,Jr. 

After adoption by the Denver School Board of the criteria, the ACLU queried 
Dr. Oberholtzer on the following four points: » 

(l) On what ground was "Human Rights" dropped in 1952? (2) Has it at any 
-date—been- -restored- -to the- reading— lists-?- -(3*)* — -Are—the- new- criteria-"' now* off icia-lly 
in operation? 04) If "Human Rights" is still off the list, is it because of the 
original, judgment, or has action been taken under the "new criteria"? 

Dr* Oberholtzer replied that Mr. Baldwin r s pamphlet had been, dropped because 
the reviewing committee found in it "many broad and rather dogmatic generalizations", 
and that "to date it has not been returned to the. lists*," A new review committee, 
*he said, working under the "new "Criteria and Procedures" will undoubtedly be asked 
to "review T Human Rights 1 and other publications that have been questioned" in the 
fall. - " ' 

Of the 52 pamphlets originally dropped, only one, "Races of Mankind" has been 
restored to the lists, after certain "deletions". 

newshafer^raeped: bx. aell^r jebro^ , _ 

A report of a prospective investigation of Communist teachers in Detroit in 
the Detroit Free Press has been criticized by an AFL teachers union. The group hit 
at groundless charges by unrevealed sources in a story listing public schools in the- 
city in which "at least 50" Communist teachers were allegedly employed, according to 
a recent report in the AFL News -Reporter ♦ publication of the National AFL, The Free 
Press story stated that these teachers "have been under suspicion as Communists by 
the City's Loyalty Investigation Committee." 

The newspaper's charge was shown to be unsubstantiated in tferee ways, as 
described in the AFL paper. 

Mien, shown the Free Press list. Superintendent of -Schools^ Arthur - Dondineau was 
quoted as saying: "We have investigated some on this list and were convinced that 
several are not Communists and that in others, the available evidence did not provide 
sufficient prdof." 

After the- Board of Education formally requested the Loyalty Committee to supply 
the list of alleged Communists in the .scJhool system, the committee, in statements to 
the press, denied having any list. Xt pointed out as well that, even if it had such 
a list,, under the law it could not turn it over to the Board of Education. 

The Detroit Federation; of Teactiers voiced a strong protest through its execu- 
tive secretary,. Mary* 'FJ. Kastead. "In this latest publicity splurge", she said, "the 
Ju*L<s® Pr9 S3 has not w only done teachers an injustice, it has helped the G±ty Loyalty 
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Committee turn the prospective .investigation into a Roman holiday which can alienate 
all decent people from the whole anti-Communist fight ." 

Sent to Washington by the DFT to conduct her 'own investigation of the charges, 
Mrs. Kastead traced them to an official printed report which was made to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee after hearings before the Subcommittee to Investigate the Admin- 
istration of the Internal Security Act and other Internal Security Laws. The testi- 
mony before the subcommittee indicated specifically that there were Communist acti- 
vities in Detroit,, but made no mention of the' Detroit school system. 

AME&. ASSN* OF UNIVE RSITY WOMEN. URGE DEMOCRATIC MEANS IN COMBATTING COMMUSrfSMf 

Executives of the American Association of University Women have called for 
active support of democratic principles as an effective means of combatting Commu- 
nism.- - - -~ - — -~ - — 

A statement approved by the board of directors observed that democracy can 
demonstrate its advantages over Communism by supporting its ideals at home and by 
helping underprivileged people abroad to attain a better life. Positive and con- 
structive programs are needed to insure survival of free institutions, the statement 
added. 

People need also to distinguish between liberal, noh- conformist Americans, 
loyal to their country, and persons whose loyalty belongs to another nation, it said. 

CIVIL LIBERTIES BRIEFS 

A recent report by the Southern Regional Council states that "those who re- 
joiced in the recent series of court decisions upholding a free ballot unhampered by 
racial restrictions' 1 should realize "it is well-nigh impossible to find legal reme-> 
dies for petty evasions, delays, and 1 errors 1 of courthouse officials; disapproving 
frowns and veiled threats*. .purges of registration lists," that continue to prevent 
Southern Negroes from exercising their franchise. . .Ten Southern Senators have called 
for a constitutional amendment limiting the- poll tax, as well as other taxes or 
property qualifications that might check citizens 1 right to vote in elections for 
•candidates* for -Federal off ice. .-.-Newspapers- and other publications in New York were 
asked to refrain from designating race in crime stories, in a resolution passed by 
the New York City Council*. .State school aid has been denied to three public schools 
by the Minnesota state board of education because they allow "intermingling" of 
Roman Catholic church and class activities .. .A Negro member has been accepted for 
the first time by the seventy-year old Brotherhood of Railr6ad Trainmen. .*The Rev. 
Br. J. Henry Carpenter, executive secretary of the Brooklyn Division of the Protes- 
tant Council of the City of New York, .has received his passport visa for a trip to 
Japan 'after being turned down in- 1952 - because of his alleged "political activi- 
ties". At that time Dr. Carpenter was told" that he might apply again at the expira- 
tion of six months, which he did. The State Dept. explained that Dr. Carpenter *s 
visa was granted because conditions had changed since a year ago... 

BOOK NOTES - 

A NEW SLAVERY. Forced Labor: The Communist Betrayal of Human Rights . Edited by 
Roger N. Baldwin ; with an introduction by A .A. Berle, Jr., 15S PP* clothbound $2.50, 
pajperbound $1.50, Oceana Publications, New York City. 

Mr. Baldwin, writing as the President of the International League for the 
Rights of Man, draws on evidence presented before a joint committee of the UN' Eco- 

-nomic ;arid Social Council and the Internatidnal Labor Organization, sLakemenla of — 

escapees and legislation from Communist countries tp tell what is so far known about 
forced labor camps in Communist countries. 

CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1952 . Published by the American Jewish Congress 
and, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. Price 40^* 

The fifth "Balance Sheet of Group. Relations" prepared by the research staffs 
of the two organizations contains a complete round-up of facts concerning the 
struggle for* civil rights in 1-952. The facts lead to the conclusion that "the civil 
rights struggle in the United States in 1952 was characterized by discussion, chief- 
ly in connection with the presidential elec*5i?0£i; intensification of the legal assault 
on segregation'; a large increase in voting hyjfegpoes in the Souths ct&tdsmhdJ&Z^ 
gains against- all forms of % di^ca*$2a?Uafi^*>nf and an a!$$&&b £t3!!Bpl££ e of new offi- 

cial action towards equality." It is til^Pfeost r>omp3?£&€&S&re in the field. 
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! Ferman called on Mr. Nichols on January 23, 1953 s at 

J which time he mas furnished with certain items of public sourer* 

material. Ferman during the visit exprecsed a high regard for* 

the Pureau. 

With your approval 3 the above information vxis provide i 
to Mr. Partlettj, who advised that he would orally brief Colonel 
} Carroll. 
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l T one. The above is far your information. 
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